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(CHAPTER 1. 


An Introduction to Diforders of the Siull, the 
Brain, and its Membranes, arifng from 
external Caufes. - | 


OK HE internal fartoce of the Scull 

ae is in every part invefted with a 
ftrong Membrane of a Tendinous 
and. Ligamentous Structure, com-« 
pofed of two Lamina, or Coats; which Mem-« 
brane is almoft univerfally known by the term 
Dura Mater. 


B THe 


Cases 'in-Str’cery’ 
‘Tur extetnal Lamina of the Dura Mater 
adheres to every internal part of the Scull; 
but to the upper part of the Scull, ‘its adhefion 
isnot fo firm as to the lower part of it. ‘In’ 
young People the adhefion of the Dura Mater: 
to the Scull is greater than it is in Adults. - ite 

Tue Dura Mater detaches a great mamber* 
of Filaments to the internal Surface of the 
Cranium, which penetrate the Pores of the’ 
Bones, principally at the Sutures; and by pafi= 
ing’through the Sutures, they form acommu- 
nication with the external Covering of the Scull, 
called Pericranium. 3 
~ Mosr of ‘thefe elongated Fibres of the Biro 
Mater are Blood Vefiels ; which being rup-' 
tured in feparating this Membrane from the’ 
internal parts of the Cranzum, there appear great 
numbers of bloody Particles on the external 
farface of the Dura Mater. : 

The internal Coat, or Lamina of the Duos 
Mater, is fmooth and polithed ; and is lubricated» 
with a kind of Lymph, as the internal Surfaces 
of the Pleura, the Pericardium, Peritoneum,> 
and Tunica Vaginales of the Tefticles ares. 
Tue Dura Mater is fupplied -with Arteries. 
_ from the'external Carotid, the internal Carotid). 
and Vertebral Arteries: The largeft of which, 

by 


CAgSqinS q #25.8 RG ERY: 
by...way. of diftinéion, are; termed Arterié 
Dura Matris. .... 

Tue Arteria Dure. Mesic. on each re the 
Cranium paffes through a Foramen inthe Qs 
Sphenoides, called the Spinal Hole ; their Rami-. 
fications are continued to the fuperior part of. 
the Dura Mater, where they unite. 

. Turse Arteries by their pulfation gradually 
form very confiderable Impreffions on the in- 
ternal Surfaces of the Parietal Bones: at the 
anterior inferior Angles of which, there is a 
deep. Groove, which contains a part of the 
Trunk of this Artery. bolle 

THe 2rterie Dure Matris are dads tof 
the.external Carotid Arteries; one on each 
fide the Cranzum, which, from their fituations: 
are. called the middle Arteries of the Dura 
Mater. ¢ 4 
Tue anterior Arteries of the Dura re are 
likewife Branches of the external Carotid Ar- 
teries, but they are {mall. 

Turse Arteries enter the Scull through thin | 

iaancad the» Orbitary Fiflures of the Os 
Sphenoides, and are divided into Ramifications, 
which communicate with thofe of the Arteria 
Dure Matris. 
| | Ba Tues 
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Tue pofterior Arteries of the Dura Mater 
are Branches of the Vertebral Arteries. Thefe 
Arteries enter the Scull through the great Fo- 
ramen of the Occipital bone. Thefe Veffels 
penetrate the fubftance of that Membrane on 
each fide of the Proceffus Sphenoidalis of the 
Os Occipttis. 

AmonGsrT the feveral Arteries of the Dura 
Mater, which I have here taken notice of, 
an attention to the fizes and fituations of thofe 
Arteries called Arterie Dure Matris is a mat- 
ter of {ome confequence to the Surgeon in the - 
Operation of the Trepan, fo far as relates to 
the inconvenience of a troublefome and_pro- 
fule Hemorrhage, if either of the Trunks of 
thefe Veflels ~—. to be wounded in that 
Operation. 

Tue Veins of the Dura Mater are of two 
kinds. Some of thefe Veffels are fmall, are 
like the Veins of the other parts of the Body, 
and accompany the Arteries in their courfe. 
» Some of the Veins are large, of a peculiar 
kind, and of a triangular form: ‘They are very 
ftrongly compofed, and are known to Anato- 
mifts by the names of ‘Sinufes. 

Tue Sinufes of the Brain are numerous, 
but there are only three of them that are ab- 

folutely 


Cases wm SurRGERY. 
folutely neceflary to engage the attention of the 
Surgeon in the Operation of the Trepan;  thefe 
are the fuperior Longitudinal Sinus, and the 
two Lateral Sinufes. The courfe of the fuperior 
Longitudinal Sinus is from that eminence of 
the Os Ezbmoides known by the Name of Chrifla 
Gall, (placed on the infide of the Scull in a 
Chafin formed for this purpofe in the Bafis of the 
Os Frontis,) and from thence continued to near 
the middle Portion of the Occzpital Bone, 
where it terminates in the Lateral Sinufes. 
Irs fituation is immediately under the Sagit- 
tal Suture: The fituation of the Lateral Si- 
nufes is on the infide of the Os Occzpitis upon 
its middle Lateral Parts juft above the Ceredbe/- 
Jum. The courfe of the Lateral Sinufes is conti- 
nued to the right, and to the left internal Parts of 
the Os Occipitis quite to the internal and inferior 
Parts of the Os Petrofum ; being partly confined 
in Grooves, till they arrive at the Poramen 
formed on each ‘fide the Scull betwixt the Bafis 
of the Os Petrofum, and the fuperior Lateral 
Part of the Procé//us Bafilaris of the Os Occipitis. 
The Lateral Sinufes pafs out of the Scull 
through thefe irregular fpaces; and at Jength 
they form thofe Vetiels called the internal Je 
colar Veins. 


Beer 3 ‘oer 
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‘Unpbrr the Dura Mazer is placed 2 fine 
Membrane called the Piz Mater. 

Tur Pia Mater is compofed of two Lamina, 
thefe Laming are joined together by means of 
an intermediate cellular Subftance. The fu- 
perior Lamina, which is very diftiné on the 
Medulla Oblongata, is by fome Anatomitts 
treated of as a third Coat; from its texture, 
and {uppofed refemblance to a Spider’s Web, 
it is termed Membrana -Arachnoides: 'This 
Membrane_has no difcoverable Blood Veffels - 
In that particular i it may" be i to me 
Cuticle. 

Tue Pia Mater invefts every part of the 

Brain, to which it firmly adheres. ~The in- 
~ferior Lamina of the Pia Mater forms feveral 
Elongations : Thefe Elongations infinuate 
~themfelves into the very fub{tance of the Brain, 
betwixt its Circumvolutions. 
“Fur Pia Mater is connected to the internal 
*Lamella of the Dura Mater by many Veins 
“which open into the Sinufes: The Pra Mater 
-qs copioufly fupply’d with Arteries from the 
~4nternal Carotid, and vertebral Arteries. - 

THE ufes of the Dura Mater are to line the 
infide of the Cranium, and to ferve the pur- 
~ pofes of an internal Spa The Dura 
Mater » 


CaseEs in SURGERY. 


Mater ferves. likewife to defend the Brain from 
the Hardnefs, and Inequalities of the Bones. of 
the Scull; it ferves to contain, and partly to 
-compofe tha Sinufes of the Brain; and to form 
the feveral Procefles of the Cerebrum and Ce- 
. rebellums oe 

p. Due. ufes of the Pia Mater are, to inveft the 
Surfaces, and even the internal parts of the 
Cerebrum. and Cerebellum; as well as to fup- 
, port the Ramifications of thofe Vellels with ° 
_which, they are fupplied. 

_ Tus brief Account of the Membranes of 
Ae Cerebrum and Cerebellum, and their principal 
Veflels,..I imagine, may be of fome ufe fo far 
as relates to. the Explanation of thofe Effects 
‘that are-often. produced from Fractures of the 
Scull, and.from Concuffions of the Brain : 
In. fome degree too, this previous Knowledge 
may poflibly ferve to account for the Caufes 
of many of thofe Symptoms that arife in con- 
fequence of thefe Accidents, as well as give 
.the younger Surgeon an Idea of the fituation 
~of thofe Parts, which by Authors are. taken 
notice of as improper Places for the Application 
_of the Trepan. 

For thefe Reafons I have prefixed this fhort 
, ‘Account of the Anatomy of thefe Parts to the 
Wy B 4 fub- 
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{ubfequent Cafes of FraGtures of the Scull, 
and Concuflions of the Brain; that by thefe 
means, the Defcriptions which I have given 
of the Nature of the Accidents, their Confe- 
quences, and the Methods prefcribed for relief, 
might more clearly be underftood by thofe 
who are not already perfectly verfed in the 
Anatomy of thefe Parts, than they otherwife 
could potlibly have been. 


- CASE 'T 


Of a eer, Scull with a Wound of the 
Longitudinal Sinus. 


T is a Maxim with almoft all Writers in Sur- 
gery, to fpeak of the Impropriety and 
Danger of the Application of the Trepan, 
upon certain parts of the Crazium, previous to 
a Defcription of the Operation. The Parts 
of the Scull which are look’d upon as improper 
for the admiffion of the Inftrument, are the 
Sutures i in general, the Sagittal. Suture in par- 
ticular, the whole of the Os Occipitis, and the 
anterior, and inferior Part of the Os Frontis. . 
But 
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But notwithftanding it may be right to have a 
general regard to thefe Rules, yet there are 
Inftances where they cannot take place but a 
wholly neglecting the Operation. 

THE particular Attachment of the Dura 
Mater to the Sutures of the Scull in general, 
and the Courfe of the Longitudinal Sinus un- 
der the Sagittal Suture in particular, are not 
fufficient Reafons for the abfolute forbidding 
the Application of the Inftrument upon thefe 
Parts; fince Fractures of the Scull are fome- 
times fo circumftanced as abfolutely to require 
it, and the Patient is otherwife grisea of 
being réliev'd by the Operation. 

Tue Rule laid down by Mr. Chefelden, in 
his Obfervation upon Monfieur Le Draza, feems 
to be: too pofitive, where he fays, “ that no 
‘¢ Inftrument fhould ever be. applied over the 
‘ Longitudinal Sinus, nor ought the -Inftru- 
«© ment to be introduced. between that and 
«© the Scull.” a 

As fome Reafon, and Excufe for my diffent- 
ing from the Opinion of a Gentleman fo very 
eminent in his Profeffion, and to whom the 
‘World is fo greatly indebted for his many fignal 
Improvements in Surgery, I am induced to offer 
the i Inftance as a proof of its necef- 

fity 


al 


10 
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fity under certain Circumftances, and the little 
Danger there feems to. attend even a. Wound 
of the Longitudinal Sinus... An Inftance of 


this Mr, Chefelden has. given us himéelf, where 


he fays, “ the Longitudinal Sinus,. or the 
‘* Vefiels that empty into. it, were wounded by 
** a Surgeon,” and which he fays, “ the Surgeon 
ef « flopt by dry Lint; and had the Boil Lar 
** to fave his Patient.”. 


R. F. aged 13, on the 16th of November 
1749, was ftruck with a pointed piece of 
Iron, upon the upper and middle Part of the 
Head, fo immediately upon the Sagittal, Suture 
as to force a bit of both Parietal. Bones. into 
the Longitudinal Sinus. Immediately upon 
receiving the Blow, the Boy fell down, and 


‘became fenfelefs; but in a few Minutes after- 


‘wards he recover’d; and continued well for fix 


Days, at the end of that Time, he was. feiz’d 


with Epileptic Fits, the returns of which ,were 
very frequent, accompany’d with Vomitings, 


and a Palfy of the left Side; (Hemzplegia) 
the Sight of his left Eye was perfect, but his 


right Eye was fo affected as to make all fingle 
Objects appear double to him. Thefe Symp- 
toms continued till the 27th of December fol- 
7 | lowing, 
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lowing, when ‘he ‘was’ put “under my’ care. 
Upon examination, I found the Circumftances 
as defcribed above; “and immediately’ after- 
wards I proceeded esi the Operation. Upon 
taking off the Scalp, there iffued a continual 
ftream of Blood from the Hole made through 
the Bone; I applied the Trepan fo as to include 
the injured part of the Bone, and the Sagittal 
Suture, within the Crown of the Inftrument. 
Upon taking out the circular piece of Bone, 
there appear'd a Wound which was made into 
the Sinus by the bits of Bone that were’ then 
found fticking in it, which I enlarged with a 
Lancet, in order to extract them with lefs Vio- 
lence. Upon taking out the bits of Bone 
the difcharge of Blood was increafed; but upon 
the Application of dry Lint, the Hemorrhage 
ftopt.. Immediately after the Operation. the 
Patient fainted, but foon recovered; in half 
‘an’ Hour’s time, he exprefs’d an agreeable Sen- 
fation on his left Side; and by the next Morn- 


‘ing, he had fo well recovered the ufe of his 


‘Limbs as to be able to move them freely to 
‘any part of the Bed. In fix Days after the 
‘Operation’ he perfectly recovered the: Sight of 
his right Eye; from this’Time he continued to 
mend fill the roth of ‘anwary following, 

ss when 


Fr 
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when -he accidentally receiv’d a Blow upon his 


Head. . Soon after this Accident he complained 


of a Numbnefs in his left Arm, and a return 
of the Dimnef in his right Eye. Upon taking 
off the Dreffings, there appeared fome Clots of 
Blood upon them, and his Head was confider- 
ably diforder’d till the 26th of the fame Month, 
when he grew tolerably well again. Upon ob- 
ferving a Fungus had rifen a confiderable height 


above the Surface of the Scull, which would 


not fubfide with proper Applications affifted by 
Preflure, 1 pared it off: Bhis gave him very 
little Pain, but for a few Minutes afterwards 
he complained of a Numbnefs all over him, 
which foon. difappear’d, and he continued well 
till Fedruary the 2d; when he complain’d of 
a ficknefs in his Stomach, and of acute Pains 
in both his Elbows. February the 3d, as I 
was dreffing him, he was fuddenly attack’d 
with a Shivering, and the Dura Mater appeared 
particularly prominent, this gave Occafion to 
my dividing it ; upon which I difcover’d a piece 
of Bone fticking in the Brain; the piece of 
Bone I endeavour’d to extract, but meeting with 
confiderable refiftance in the Attempt, I was 
obliged to-enlarge the Wound, which admitted 
of its being more eafily removed. 

A 
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A Few Days after this, he complained of 
confiderable Pain on -the right Side, about 
two Inches below the old Wound; upon 
preffare the Pain increafed. The Head being 
fhaved, there appeared a {mall Difcoloration ; 
which, induced me to repeat the Operation upon 
this Part. Upon taking out the Bone, the Du- 
ra Mater appear’d hiper alte elevated, and 
difcolour’d : For which reafon I divided that 
Membrane, and gave. Ive to a large Quantity 
of Matter, “that” was- confined ‘underneath: it. 
~ On the next Day, he was free from Pain; but 
on the Day following, his Pulfe grew bad, 
and fo continued till that cobaat when he 
expired. 

Upon opening the Hea, a confiderable 
Quantity of Matter was found in the Subftance 
of the Brain, ee, in the ges Hlemil- 
? pa | 


Query. Could ve want of Succefs in this 
Operation be attributed to the Wound of the 
Sinus Longitudinalis? Ys it not reafonable to 
hope that’ the Operation might have ‘been fuc- 
cefsful, if no extraneous Body had been: lodged 
Inthe Subftance as the Bran Sag, 


¥ re a Pa “iy oe 
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_/Fur Wound. of the, Longitudinal. Sinus did; 
not probably produce any dangerous Sym ptoms, : 
hecaufe it) never. bled, again. after being once 
ftopp’d ; (which. was. eafily effected ;) and if we. 
credit the fourth. Obfervation. of Marchetti, 
there ,does. not. feem to.be fo much Danger 
attending a Wound of this Sinus as is generally 
apprehended by Surgeons. . 19) 
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Of a fractured Scull, where the Operation was» 
- fuccefsfully performl'd upon the Lambdoidal 


Sutures 


Myer 1754, H. A. aged 18, receivedoa: 
Blow on the pofterior part of the Head. 
upon, the Lambdoidal Suture, at the Diftance:, 
of about.an Inch and a half from its. upper ~ 
Angle, which lacerated the Scalp, and fractured « 
the Scull... Upon examining the Wound, .and’. 
finding it thus. circumftanced, he. was immedie 
ately {calp'd, which gave me an ‘opportunity. 
of difcovering the Nature, and Extent of the” 
bod Injury 
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Injury done to the Bone. The Fra€ture ex- 
tended to about three Inches’ in length ob- 
liquely upwards upon ‘the deft Parietal Bone; 
and one of the Offa Triquetra appear'd vitibly 


deprefs'd and beaten inwards upon the Dura 


Mater.- Upon receiving the Blow, the Boy fell 
down, and became ferifeless thefe Symptoms 
were foon after fucceeded by Vomitings, and a 
difcharge of Blood from the Nofe. In an 
Hour after the Accident, he was brought into 
the ‘Hofpital ; and the Operation was perform’d 
fo immediately upon the Lambdoidal Suture, 
as to include the deprefs’d Bone, which could 
not otherwife have been remov’d. Upon taking 
out the.piece of Bone, the Dura Mater ap- 
peared prominent, and tenfe; I divided it with 
a Lancet, and gave iffue to a Quantity of Serum 
that was confined underneath it. From the 
greabEixtent of the Fracture, I judged it ne- 
ceflaty to apply the Trepan a fecond time, 
which was accordingly done upon the Parietal 
Bone, at the diftance of about an Inch and 
half:from the former Place: Here the Dura 
Mater was in its natural State; for which 
reafon I thought it unneceflary to divide it. The 
next Morning after the Operation, the Patient 
was blooded on account of a fulnefs in his 

Pulfe, 
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Pulfe, and of the ‘Stupor which fill. remain’d 
in fome degree; in the Evening an emollient 
Clyfter was adminifter’d, which afforded him 
immediate Relief; from this Time he continued 
to mend till he perfectly recover’d, which 
was in nine Weeks after the Operation. __ 


REMARK, 


In the preceding Cafe, the Attachment of 
the Dura Mater to the Lambdoidal Suture ap- 
peard very inconfiderable; feeing the Nature 
of the Accident was fuch, as render’d the Ap- 
plication of the Inftrument upon that Part, 
abfolutely neceflary to the taking off the Preffure 
from the fubjacent Membranes and Brain, 
which they labour’d.under from the deprefs'd 
Bone, I’m induced to think there could be no 
doubt of the Propriety of Operating upon the 
Suture. The courfe of the Longitudinal, and 
Lateral Sinufes, were here quite out of the 
Queftion. It has been obferved by Writers, 
that when the Head receives fo violent. a Blow 
as to fracture the Scull, the natural Attach- 
ment of the Dura Mater to the internal. Part 
of the Cranium, is broken off, and confequently 
there can be very little Danger .of injuring 
the fubjacent Membrane with the Tecth of the 

“te Saw. 
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Saw. Again it is agreed, under fome circum- 
ftances, to. be abfolutely neceflary to divide the 
Dura Mater, to give iflue to any extravafated 
Fluid that is confined underneath it, which is 


— fometimes practifed with fuccefs. For thefe 


Reafons Iam of Opinion, that the ab{olutely 
forbidding the Application of the Trepan upon 
thefe Parts, is a Rule too generally laid down 
by Authors; fince by adhering too ftri@ly to 
this Maxim, the Trepan muft neceflarily be 
- omitted in Cafes that are-not otherwife to be 
relieved ; in confequence of which, the Patient 
is deprived of fuch benefit as might probably 
accrue from the Operation: I have more than 
‘once fince thefe Cafes were firft publithed, 
perform’d the Operation of the Trepan upon 
the Sagittal Suture without bringing on any 
inconvenience, 
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Of a Man where the Operation of the Trepan 
bad been fuccefsfully sits ue upon the Os 
Occipitis. 


N the two preceding Cafes, I have given 

inftances where it was abfolutely neceflary 
to apply the Trepan upon the: Sagittal and 
Lambdoidal Sutures. In the following, it will 
appear, that the Trepan may be likewile fafely 
apply’d upon the Os Occzpitis, contrary to the. 
general Opinion of Authors. 

On the 2ift of February, 1753, 1 gave.a 
Lecture upon the Brain of a Man who was 
executed at Tyburn. Upon fawing through the 
Scull (which I have now*by me) I obferved 
that he had formerly been trepan’d upon the 
Occipital Bone. ‘The Inftrument appear’d to 
have been apply’d upon the Os Occipitis, at 
leaft an Inch diftant from. the upper Angle of 
the Lambdoidal Suture, and very near to the 
left fide of the Sulcus, which is form’d in that 
Bone for the Reception of the pofterior part of 
the Longitudinal Sinus. 


THIS 
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THis Operation muft have been perform’d 

a confiderable time before the Man ‘was exe- 
cuted, becaufe there was a firm Cicatrix of the 
Integuments. There was not the leaft ap- 
pearance of a Callus which had fhot from 
the Circumference of the Hole made through 
the Bone by the circular Saw. The Cure 
feem’d to be brought about merely by a ftrict 
Adhefion of the Dura Mater, to the Circum- 
ference of the Opening made through the 
Scull, and by an elongation of the Inteeu- 
ments which compofe the Scalp. The prin- 
cipal Reafons given by Authors for the Im- 
propriety of the Application of the Trepan 
upon this Bone, are thefe: The Unevennefs 
of its external, and internal Surfaces; and the 
Courfe of the Longitudinal, and Lateral Si- 
nufes. 

Bur the firft Objection can be of no great 
weight; and as the chief Sinufes poffefs only 


the upper, and middle lateral Parts of the 


Os Occipitis, the Operation may, contrary to 
the general Opinion, be fafely perform’d upon 
this Bone, on either fide the Lambdoidal Sy- 
ture, as low down as the firft occipital Ridge ; 
_ correfponding to which, on the Infide, are the 
Jateral Sinufes. 


C2 | From 
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From what has been already ebferved.in 
the preceding Cafes, I/think it may. be fairly 
concluded, that there 1s no part of the Scull 
upon which the Operation of the Trepan. may 
not be perform’d in: Cafes of Emergency, 
except at the anterior inferior Angles. of the 
parietal Bones, on the internal Part of which 
the Arteria Dure Matris run, and on the 
anterior and inferior Part of the Os Frontzs, | 
where its Tabies are well enough known to 
be at a confiderable Difttance from each other 
in Adults, and by this means to form a Ca- 
vity diftinguith’d by the Name of the Szmus 
Frontalis. 


Corb AoB: Ab 


A Concuffion of the Brain attended with un- 


common and fatal Circ umfances. 


‘HE celebrated Cedjws, in his 4th aes 
, Book 8th, De Galvarid Frad&té, af. 
ferts ae sie following Symptoms, to’ wit, Bili- 
ous Vomitings, a lofs of Sight, lofs of Speech, 
bieeding at the Ears and Nofe, a falling down, 
the Patient lying fenfelefs as if afleep, donot 
happen 
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happen without a/FraGure: of the Bone. But 


notwithftanding this Maxim» be fo pofitively 


delivered to us by thatcelegant and much . 


approved Author, I. am neverthelefs certain 
that fome or all of thefe Symptoms do fre- 
quently arife from violent Concuffions of the 
Brain, producing an internal Extravafation, 
where there is no Fiffure or Fracture of the 
Bone to be difcover’d; and Jam farther affured 
that thefe thocks of the Head are productive 
of every. bad Symptom, and very often of 
fuch Symptoms: and Confeguences as. prove 
miuch worfe than thofe that are in general .ob- 
ferved to arife from Fractures of the. Scull, 
where the greateft Violence is fonretimes known 
to be done to one or more of its Bones, without 
communicating any great Injury to the Brain 
itfelf, and which admit of a fuccefsful Treat- 
ment...In the fame Chapter the great Ce//jus, 
fometime after having delivered his Opinion 
upon this Subject, proceeds to fpeak of the 
Cuftom of his Predeceflors regarding the pro- 


per Time for the performance of the Operation © 


of the Trepan in Fiffures or Fractures of the 
Scull; and he takes Notice, that it was. the 
Practice of the more ancient Phyficians to have 
“mmediate recourfe to Inftruments; with which 

| 3 C3 they 
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they cut out the Bone in almoft every Fiflure 
or Fracture of the Scull; bat, fays Celfus, *tis 
far the beft Way-firft of all to try the effects of 
Plaifters for feveral Days, that are compofed on 
purpofe for the Scull, before we proceed to the 
Operation, and not to make ufe of Inftruments 
till there is an abfolute neceffity for fo doing, 
of which fuch Symptoms muift determine: us 
as he defcribes. The modern Opinion, amoneft 
Men of Judgment and Experience, is exactly 
conformable to that of the Phyficians who 
lived before Ce/fus’s time, whom he files Ay- 
riguiores Medict; the Operation of the Trepan 
in Fiffures or Fractures of the Scull (unlefs 
under very particular Circumftances) being al- 
ways judged advifeable, and in general it is 
agreed, the fooner this Operation is performed 
the more fuccefsful it proves. It is alfo allowed 
to be equally advifeable in Concuflions of the 
Brain, when the Part injured 1s pointed out, and 
the Symptoms are fuch as indicate a local af- 
fection ; but where the Diforder of the Brain 


" arifes from a eeneral Concufflion of the Head: 


without any appearance of a local Complaint, - 
we muft under thefe Circumfances have re- 
courte’ to Evacuations by bleeding in the Tem-' 
poral Artery, Neck, or Arm, which are~oc- 

| cafion- 
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¢cafionally to be repeated; we muft likewife 
have recourfe to Purges and gently ftimulating 
Clyfters, to the Application of Blifters to the 
back part of the Head, or to the back part of 
the Neck, which is the only Practice to be re- 


commended in thefe Cafes, and merely becaufe 


there is no indication where to apply the Inftru- 
ment; thefe Methods I have fometimes known 
to fucceed beyond my expectation: At other 
times I have obferv’d when thefe Methods 
have been followed with the greateft judgment 
that they have afforded a temporary. Relief 
only, the Violence of the Symptoms recurring 
after feveral Davs interval, and at length ter- 
minating in Death; an Inftance of which, on 
account of its fingularity, I have thought pro- 
per to deicribe in the following Words. 


In the Year 1748, R.£. a Boy of 14 
Years of age, had the Misfortune to fall from 
the Maft of a Ship, and to pitch upon the 
back’ Part .of “his Head a> little above the 


Conjunction of the parietal) Bones with the 


Occipital Bone; I was informed of his having 


been taken up fenfelefs.. In a. few Hours 
after the Accident, he was, put. under, my, 


Care; upon examination, the Scalp appeared 
4 con- 


te 
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contufed, and. fomewhat. lacerated :. ‘Fhe 


_ Symptoms then. attending him were a flight 


bleeding at the Nofe, and Ears, accompanied 
with Vomitings;, thefe. I judged. were . fuf- 
ficient Reafons for removing the contufed, and 
lacerated Scalp; which was put in execution, 
that I might be enabled to. form a more. cer- 
tain Judgment of the State of the Bone than 
otherwife I could have done: But as neither 
a Fracture, nor Fiflure of the Bone ap- 
peared, I was induced to defer the farther 
Procefies of the Operation till I had tried 
the effets of more gentle Methods. In the 
{pace of five Days after the Accident, the 
Boy was twice let Blood in the Arm, and 
had one purging Clyfter given him; thefe 
Methods relieved him fo much, as feemingly 
to reftore him to perfect Eafe, and Health, 
in which ftate he remained for. ten,. or 
eleven Days; during this time, he went 
abroad, and played about with his Companions 
as though nothing had happened to him; 
but on a fudden, he was feized with a 
fevere Rigor, fucceeded by a feverith Heat; 
his Wound very foon after this Attack ap- 
peared Spungy, and dry; and his. original. 
Symptom of Vomiting returned: He now. 

| com- 
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complained of confiderable’ Pain in the fore 
_ part of his Head; but he had no Complaint 
in the Neighbourhood of the Wound: At 
intervals he was delirious: For thefe Reafons 
the Operation of the Trepan was ‘thought 
advifeable: It was debated which was the 
proper Part of the Scull for performing the 
Operation upon ; whether on that part, which 
had received the Blow, or upon that Part 
which he now complained of; the latter 
was determined upon, and put | in practices 
but there. was no Extravafation betwixt the 
Cranium, and Dura Mater in this part ; no 
Difcoloration of that Membrane, nor was there 
any fuch Elevation of it as indicated a lodg- 
ment of Blood, Serum, or Matter betwixt the 
Dura’ Mater, and the fabjacent Membrane, 


(Pia Mater) his Symptoms were not at all. 


relieved by the Operation. The Day after the 
Operation was performed the Patient died. 


Upon opening the Head, the Caufe of 


his Death very plainly thewed itfelf. A fmall 
quantity of Matter was found’ betwixt the 
Cranium, and Dura Mater; ‘and zt confider- 
able quantity of Matter and extravafiied Blood 
betwixt the Dura Mater ‘and Pia Mater, 
immediately ‘under that’ part of the ‘Scull 

which 


_ 
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which had received the Blow: The other parts 


of the Brain and Membranes were not vitibly 
affected. 


Query. If the Operation of the Trepan had, 
immediately after the Accident, been_ per- 
formed upon the Part injured, is it not reafon- 
able to fuppofe that the violent and unex- 
pected Effects in this Cafe, arifing from the 
Extravafation that was formed, and confined 
betwixt the Cranium and Dura Mater, and be- ° 
twixt the Dura Mater and Pia Mater, would 
have been prevented? There feems to be no 
doubt of the propriety of anfwering this, Quef- 
tion in the Affirmative. Again; were not the 
Symptoms attendant upon the Accident fuch 
as indicated a Neceffity for the immediate 
performance of this Operation? It is. plain 
from the Account I have given, I. did. not 
then think fo; however the Event proved. my 
Miftake. Since then, 1 have purfued. dif. 
ferent Methods under the like Circumftances; 
and upon the whole have been much more 
fuccefsful. At the time the Operation, was 
performed, would it not have been more ad- 
vifeable to have applied the Inftrument upon 
that part of the Scull where the Blow was. 

given, 
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given, rather than upon the Part. where the 
Pain was? It is certain it would have been 


fo; and Ican very truly fay, I was then of 


that Opinion; but in a Confultation it was 
-_otherwife determined, which is thé true Rea- 
fon why it was not done upon the Spot 
where the Blow was received... The Re- 
moval of the bad Symptoms, the length of 
Time the Patient continued well after the 
difappearance of thefe Symptoms, and the 
fudden return of the original Symptom of 
Vomitings, preceded by a fevere Rigor, are fuch 
Circumftances as, I believe, will be thought 
uncommon. But before I conclude, I think I 
may with propriety draw the following Infer- 
ence from this Example: In all Injuries of 
the Head, attended with fimilar Circumftances, 
we cannot ac with too great Caution and 
Circum{pection ; and, I believe, it will in 
general be right to proceed as foon as may be 


to the Operation of -Trepanning the Scull; 


for it is far more advifeable to perform this 
Operation in a dubious Cafe, than to rifque 
the Confequences of an omiflion of it in a 
neceflary one; which Doctrine may be fup- 
ported by reflecting upon the following afiu- 
rance, that the Danger in thefe Cales does not 


arife | 


RM, 
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arife from the Performance of the Operation, 


but entirely from the Injury which the Brain — 


and its Membranes have fuftained, and will 
ftill continue to fuftain, unlefs the immediate 
Caufe of that Injury be removed. 


Co ACB Bs TV 


Of a violent Concuffion of the Brain, and a 


Contufion of the Scalp, attended with Lofs 
of Senfe, Delirium, and Rigors fuccefsfully 
treated. 


HOUG H« the following is a common 

Obfervation amonegft the experienced 
in Phyfic, and Surgery, That when fixed and 
violent Pains of the Head, accompany’d with 
uncertain and repeated Rigors, followed by 
an acute Fever, are the Confequences of any 
great Violence done to the Scull, the Brain, 


and its Membranes, there probably already is, 
‘or fhortly will be, a Formation, and Collection 


of Matter upon the Dura Mater, the Pia 
Mater, or in the Subftance of the Brain itfelf ; 


and though it muft be admitted, that the truth 


of this Obfervation has often been confirmed 
by 
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by Experience (the effects of which Symptoms, 


when they do occur, are much to be dreaded, 
and ought with the greateft Care, and Expedi- 


tion, to be guarded. againft) yet there are In- 


ftances which fhew that this Remark is hable 
to exception: For it fometimes does moft cer- 
tainly happen, that fevere and repeated Convul- 
five Shiverings, &c. do arife from a Concuffion 
of the Brain, an affection of the Nerves in 
confequence of this Commotion, and an Inflam- 
mation and Tenfion of the Membranes of the 
Brain, without producing any vifible Appear- 
ance of a Suppuration or even an Extravafa- 
tion of Blood or Lymph within the Scull. An 
—inftance of fuch a Cafe has lately oceurred to 


my Experience, which on account of its Singu- 


larity, and the Utility this Obfervation may 
poffibly be of to the younger Pratitioner, I 
have here given an Account of. 


e S: We 39 Years of age, on the fixteenth 


of “Fune, of this prefent Year 1759, applied 
to:me for Relief on account of a violent Blow 


which fhe had received on the fuperior and 
anterior Part of the left Parietal Bone, by falling 
down, two. pair of Stairs witha Pail of Water 
in. her, Hand. She remained fenfele& upon the 

Ground 
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Ground for fome Minutes ‘after the Accident; 
before any one came to: her affliftance. 

Soon after the recovery of her Senfes, fhe 
was feized with Reachings, this Symptom re- 
turned two or three times every Day till 
fhe made application to me (which was fix- 
teen Days after the Accident.) During this time 
fhe was likewife afflicted with exceflive Pain 
in the Head, and a Dimnefs of Sight, accom- 
panied with fevere Rigors, which were fol- 
lowed with an acute Fever: Thefe laft Symp- 
toms returned feveral times a Day, but at un- 
certain Periods; each Paroxifm continuing a 
confiderable ‘Time. 3 


Sur had no Appetite from the Day of the 
Accident, nor could fhe get any Reft. At 
intervals fhe was delirious. She informed me, 
that about four Days before I faw her, a fmall 
Difcharge of bloody foetid Mucus had iffued 
from her left Noftril; the Day after this Dif- 
charge, fhe imagined her Head was in fome 
degree relieved: But the Pain foon returned, 
with great violence; and continued with the 
other Symptoms, till fhe was Trepanned.’ 
About a Week after the Accident fhe loft ten 
Qunces of Blood from the Arm; this fhe faid 

was 
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was the only Method-that had been taken for 
her Relief, till fhe applied to me. 

Upon examining the Head, I readily difco- 
vered a Contufion upon that. part of the 
Scalp where fhe had received the Blow, with 
the remaining Marks of a {mall fopertivi 
Wound of the Integuments. 

Upon preflure, fhe complained aa of 
the Part that was contufed. The very Morning 
of the Day I faw her, fhe was attacked with 
fo fevere a Shivering, as put her whole Body 
into. an. extraordinary agitation (as I was in- 
formed by the Nurfe and feveral others that 
were prefent, and were Witnefles of it.) 

For thefe feveral Reafons I caufed her Head 
to be immediately fhaved, and afterwards I 
proceeded to the Operation of the Trepan; 
which was performed upon the left Parietal 
Bone, after having remov’d a Piece of the 
Scalp of a circular form, and that fomewhat 
larger than a Crown-piece. 

Upon taking out the circular Bit of Bone, - 
the Dura Mater appeared tenfe, and elevated; 
(but was very flightly if at all difcoloured) 
at farft, this gave. me reafon to _ fufpect 
there was an Extravafation underneath this 
Membrane : But upon gently prefling the Dura 

1 Mater 
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Mater with my Finger, it readily fubfid- 
ed, and did not rife up again: For which 
reafon I thought an Incifion through it was 


not only unneceffary, but improper: The 


Wound was -drefled with dry Lint, (which 
alone is generally fafficient for ftopping the 
bleeding of the Veflels of the Scalp, @c.) and 
the Patient was blooded in the Arm to the 
quantity of ten Ounces. | 

THERE was no Extravafation at all upon 

the Dura Mater. 
’ AFTER the performance of the Operation 
of the Trepan, the Patient had no return of het 
Rigors, Reachings or any other of her bad’ 
Symptoms, except that fhe now and then 
complained of flight Tremors. 

Durine the Cure of her Wound Stools 
were occafionally procured by Clyfters, and 
the was for feveral Weeks kept upon a very 
abftemious Diet. 

In confequence of this Treatment, fhe com- 
plained of a great Dejection of Spirits, attended 
with a low and languid Pulfe; but by the 
affiftance of Volatile Cordial Medicines;- and’ 
the application of a Blifter to the Neck, with’ 
an allowance of more nourifhing Diet than’ 
fhe had hitherto been permitted to’ take fince - 

| the 
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the Operation, thefe Symptoms were gradually 
removed, | 

 Tuere was nothing elfe worthy of com- 
munication that ocurred during the Cure, ex- 
cept it may be thought worth obferving, that 
as the Dura Mater was very flightly bruifed or 
difcoloured, there was no Separation of its ex- 
ternal Lamina: But the Exfoliation from the 
expofed Bone was pretty large and thick. 


Query. In the preceding Cafe of 8S. W. p. 29. 
could» the» Operation of the Trepan be faid 
to be abfolutely neceffary, as there was no 
extravafation of Blood, nor any Suppuration 
found within the Scull? And is it not probable 
that the Scalping of the Patient without apply- 
ing the Trepan would- have been fufficient 
to have removed the Affection of the Mem- 
branes, the Brain and Nerves? It is poflible it 
might have been fo; and had I been applyed 
to-upon this occafion, when the Accident firft 
happened, I fhould at firft only have removed 
the difeafed: Scalp with the Perscranium, have 
largely evacuated by Bleedings, Clyfters, and 
Purges, which poflibly might have fucceeded. 
But as the Accident had been of fixteen Days 
ftanding, and the Symptoms remained. with 
| : De great 
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great violence, I think there could be no doubt 
of the propriety of applying the Trepan; and 
this is more ftrongly to be recommended in 
the like Inftance; when we confider that the 


Danger is not in the Operation, but in the 
Difeate. 


LENNON 
re I TA 


Of a Depreffion and Fratture of the Os 
Frontis, fuccefsfully treated. 


C. five Years old in the middle of No. 
* vember, 1759, was kicked by a Horfe on 


the Forehead about an Inch above the external 
‘Angle of the right Orbit; he was brought 


into the Hofpital immediately after the Ac- 
cident, with a Laceration of the Scalp, and 
an evident Deprefiion of a Part ofthe Frontal 
Bone; which upon the cake a Probe 
through the external Wound of the Integu- 
ments, very evidently appeared to be compli- 
cated with a Fracture. The Boy was droufy 
(Comatofe) and fenfelefs, but had no other Symp- 
tom attending the Accident. Upon a removal 
of the injured Scalp, I was enabled to tre- 
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pan the Patient; which was done by apply- 
ing the Inftrument in fuch a manner as to 
take in a Part of the fractured and deprefled 
Bone. The Boy was relieved from this 
in{tant. | 

Tue Wound was loofely covered with dry 
Lint; upon which was applyed a foft Pledgit of 
Tow fpread with Ceratum album. ‘The Patient 
was put to bed, loft fix Ounces of Blood 
from the Arm, and was kept ftri@ly upon a 
very {paring and innocent Diet; by means 
of this Management, he went fuccefsfully on 
without any alarming Symptoms till his Cure 
was compleated; which happened in about 
fix Weeks. During the Cure of this, and the 
preceding Patient, there was not the leaft 
troublefome Fungus from the Wound. In 
both thefe Cafes there was an Exfoliation of 
a Part of the expofed Surface of the Cranium, 
and in the firft Cafe an Exfoliation not only 
happened to the Surface of the expofed Scull, 
but there was a circular Exfoliation formed 
quite through both Tables of the Circumference 
of that Opening that was firft made through 
the Scull; and there was likewife a feparation 
of the external Lamina of the Dura Mater 
from the internal Lamina. | 
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Ir is neceffary to recollect that I did not 
incife the Dura Mater in either of thefe In- 
Rances, which from much Experience I ani 
perfectly convinced fhould never be done but 
in Cafes of abfolute neceflity: For though I 
very well know this Procefs of the Operation 
will give little or no Pain when executed with 
a tharp Inftrument, I am neverthelefs fatisfied, 
that when the Dura Mazer is left entire, the 
frequent Inconventences of a large Fungus; 
and a Part of the Brain itfelf pufhing out of 
the Scull through the Opening made in the 
Bone, will not only be prevented, but the 
Danger arifing from the expofure of the Pza 
Mater and Brain itfelfto the inclemency of 
the Air (efpecially in cold Weather) at the. 
times of Dretling, will be happily avoided : 
For though it is certain, that confiderable 
Injuries of the Brain are fometimes known to 
admit of a Cure, yet the Inftances are 
few when compared with the Numbers that 
mifcarry under the like Circumftances; there- 
fore we cannot with Propriety make ufe of 
thefe Arguments as a reafon for running our 
Patients into thofe rifques which may fo ealily 

| be 
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be avoided, by purfuing a different and more 
fafe Method of. treataidtit.. “When the Caf 
is fo circumftanced as to render the wounding 
the Dura Mater neceffary, it fhould be done 
by making a fingle Incifion through that 
Membrane with the point of a Lancet, which 
Opening will be found large enough to give 
vent to any Extravafation that is formed and 
depofited underneath the Dura Mater; and 
in general, will be found {ufficiently large 
too to admit of the eafy Extraction of a {mall 
piece of Bone, or any other extraneous body 
that may happen to be forced into the Brain ; 

but if in the Jatter Cafe, a fingle Incifion 
fhould not be found fufficient for that pur- 
pofe, a fecond mutt be made, fo that the 
form of a Crofs may be defcribed by the two 
Incifions. 

Tue only Circumftances, in my Opinion, 

under which an Incifion through the Dure 
Mater is advifeable, are thefe: Firft, in cafe 


of a Laceration of this Membrane, it willbe | 


right to enlarge the Wound, to take off the 
prefent ‘Tenfion it labours under, and to pre- 
vent an encreafe of the Inflammation of that 
Part: Secondly, 1t will be advifeable to incife 
the Dura Mater, fuppofing it to be elevated 
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-by any fubjacent Fluid depofited betwixt that 


Membrane and the Pia Mater, to give iffue 
to the Extravafation ; and thirdly, it will be 


| right to divide the Dura Mater, to extract any 


foreign body that is forcibly driven through 
it into the Brain. The Ancients were very 
careful in preventing Injuries from happening 


to this Membrane, and it muft be allowed too 


with very good reafon, if we confider its fitua- 
tion, as well as the feveral material purpofes 
for which the Author of Nature has probably 
defigned it. It will be generally advifeable 
for the Patient to wear fomething upon his 
Head after the Wound is healed, tc defend 
the Part from external Accidents: For I be- 
lieve it never happens tha at the Part from 


~ whence the piece, or pieces of Scull have been 


removed by the Operation, or otherwile, be- 
comes fo fupplyed with Callus, as effectually 
to defend the Brain and its Membranes from 
the bad Confequences of fuch an accidental 


Blow, or rude Preflure, as may potlibly 


happen. 


CASE 
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eo Wye ogee a 


Of a fraéiured Scull with a Wound of the Brain 
and a Paralyfis of the left Side, which af- 
ter a variety of Incidents terminated in Death 

on the twenty-cighth Day after the firft Opera- 
tion. 


W. aged 14 Years, was recommended to 

* my Care in the beginning of November 
1756, with a Palfy of her left Side: I was 
informed by the Parent of the Girl that about 
ten Days before fhe applied to me, fhe had 
received a Blow upon her Head with a pointed 
Inftrument, which was almoft immediately 
fucceeded by this Symptom (Hemiplegia:) Upon 
Examination I difcovered a very {mall lacerated 
Wound of the Scalp; its Situation was fo near 
to the Conjunction of the Sagittal with the Co- 


ronal Suture, that I was apprehenfive of its being: 


circumftanced like that of R. ¥. p. 10. already 
defcribed: The Wound of the Scalp was large 
enough to admit of the end of a Probe, with 
which I difcovered a ragged Orifice that pene- 
trated quite through the Scull; this determined 
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me. to, proceed. immediately to the’ Scalping 
of the Patient. Upon aremoval of the Scalp, 
I ebferved a {mall Portion of the cortical Part 
of the Brain puthing. outwards above the ex- 
ternal Surface of the Parietal Bone, occafioned 
by the bit of Bone that had forcibly been beat 
inwards, After the Scalp was. removed I 
proceeded to the farther Procefies of the 
Operation; When I had fawed through the: 
outer Table of the Cranium, I-went oh with 
caution. till the Eone became quite loofe, when 
it, was looic, I.cemoved.it with: the Forceps: > 
The, piece of, Lone, that was forced’ into othe! 
Subftance; of, the..Brain, appearedofo || firmly 
fixed in this Situation as not eatily: tojadmit! of 
extraction ; for which reafon. I+ dilated «the 
Wound of the Dura Mater; with othe point 
of a Lancet, this rendered .the, extraGion: of 
the Bene eafy. After the Operation. «was 
finithed, the Part was drefled ‘in, a. fuperficial 
manner with dry Lint, covered with! a foft: 
Plegit of ‘Tow. that, was. {pread with. white’ 
Cerate.. The Applications were kept on with 
a double headed Roller, In twenty-four Hours 
after the. Operation, the. ufe of the» Patient's 
right Side began to return, and. in four: Days 
aiter, fhe perfec tly recovered of the Palfy. Froth 
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this time, fhe continued in’a very promifing 


way till the end of the fixteenth Day, when ~ 


the Paralyfis returned; fhe then complained of 
confiderable Pain a little below the Part where 
the Operation had been performed; upon pref- 
fure the Pain encreafed; for thefe Reafons, as 
well as on account of the Difcharge being con- 
fiderable in quantity, I proceeded to the perfor- 
mance of a fecond Operation, about an Inch 
and half below the Edge of the former 
Wound. After the piece of Bone was removed, 
I examined whether there was any Lodgment of 


Blood or Matter betwixt the internal Surface of — 
the Scull, and the Dura Mater; but as there was 


no fuch appearance, I] divided the Dura Mater 
with the point of a Lancet, upon a fuppofi- 
tion that there might poffibly be fomething of 
that kind under this Membrane, or if there 


was no Extravafation I judged that a more 


ready Iffue would by thefe means be allowed of 


to the Impofthumation above,but no Difcharge - 


followed this Incifion; however, the Patient 
was confiderably eafed by the fecond Opera- 
tion, and continued fo for two or three Days, 
when fhe relapfed into her former Pain; the 
Pain! remained with very little alteration till 


the, twenty-fourth Day after the firt Opera- 


tion, 
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tion; on that Day, fhe was feized with a Dz- 
arrbea, attended. with Delirium, and in four 
Days after this Attack fhe expired. A few 
Days before her Death, the Difcharge became 
extremely foetid, it appeared black, and gra- 
dually diminifhed. 

I was not permitted to infpect the Brain 
after her Deceafe, which I fhould have been 
glad of doing, that this Account might have 
been rendered more complete. : 


N. B. During the courfe of my Attendance 


| wpen this Patient, 1 obferved that a confider- 


able Fungus, or rather, that a part. of the 
Brain. had protruded through the firit Open- 
ing that was made in the Scull: This. Emi- 
nence continued till the performance of the 
fecond Operation: Soon after which, it totally 
fubfided at the place where the firft Operation 
was performed, and appeared in as great a 
degree at the fecond Opening that was made 
through the Scull, which continued till the 
Patient’s Death. 
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CASE VIL. 


Of a Fraéture of the left Parictal Bone of “the 
Scull, attended with a feparation of the Coronal 


Suture, and a flight Deprefion of the Os 


“Frontis, fuccefsfidly treated. 


N the firft of November, 1757, M. : 


aged fifty-three Years, being engaged in 
his ufual Bufinefs at a Sugar Ware-houfe, and 


immediately affifting in conveying an Hogf 


head of Sugar by means of Ropes and Pulleys, 
into an upper Loft, the Ropes accidentally gave 
way; the Cafk fell down, and firuck the 
‘poor Man on the upper and fore part of his 
Head; he immediately dropped down, deprived 
‘of all Senfe and Motion. Upon his admiffion 
nto the Hofpital, which was in a few Hours 


43 


after the Accident, the ftate of the Cafe ap-_ 


peared as is hereafter related. The Scalp 
was confiderably contufed, and lacerated; the 
anterior and lateral Part of the left Parietal 
Bone appeared to be broke, but without any 
-yifible Depreffion of it, the Fracture extended 


to | 
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to the Sagittal, juft above its conjun@ion with 
the Coronal Suture: Seeing this, a large Piece 
of the Scalp was removed (by Incifion) and the 
Bone being carefully divefted of its immediate 
covering (the Pericranium) the Operation of 
the Trepan was performed upon the fraG@ured 
Part, which being finifhed, gave iffueto a {mall 
quantity of extravafated Blood that lay upon 
the Dura Mater: Immediately after the 
Operation the Patient was removed to bed; 
and fixteen Ounces of Blood were taken from 
his Arm. In a few Hours afterwards, the 
poor Man recovered bis Senfes, and continued 
tolerably well till the third Day following, 
when he began to complain of confiderable 
Pain in the fore part of his Head; of a dim- 
nefs in his Sight, and at the fame time he 
obferved, that Objects appeared multiplied to 
him: His Pulfe was quick, and full; and by 
prefling upon the right, and fuperior part of 
the Scalp, near the Edges of the Wound, 
the violence of the Symptoms was encreafed, 
This I confidered as a fufficient reafon fer the 
removal of a greater part of the Scalp than 
had hitherto been done; in confequence of 
which, I was enabled to difcover the Source of 
his Complaints, which arofe from a feparation 
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of the Coronal Suture, and‘a flight Deprefion 
of the upper Part of the Frontal Bone at its 
connection with the right Parietal Bone: To 
remove thefe Symptoms, [applied the Trepan, 
fo as to fecure ‘the deprefled Part of the Os 
Frontis within the compafs of the Crown of 
the Saw; bythefe means I neceflarily included 
a {mall Portion of the Sagittal Suture, and of 
the Coronal Suture. Upon a removal of the 
piece of Bone, I difcovered a {mall Quantity 
of coagulated Blood lying loofely upon the 
Dura Marter, which being wathed away with 
a foft Spunge dipt in warm Water, I covered 
the Wound with Doffils of dry Lint, and put 
the Patient to Bed. Ina very few Hours after 
the Operation, his Complaints were greatly 
abated; and from this time he continued to 
mend till the finifhing of his Cure, which 
was in about ten Weeks after the perfor- 
mance of the firft Operation. During the 
courfe of his Ilnefs, he was occafionally let 
Blood, purgative Clyfters were adminiftered, 
and he was very {tri€tly confined to the moft 
innocent Diet. for near fix Weeks, fuch as 
thin Milk-pottage, Panado, Barley-water, and 
Sago: At the end of that time, I {fparingly 
allowed fuch Solids as were of the Innocent 
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kind, to wit, Puddings, Chicken, boil’d Veal 


and Mut‘on. 


Co AovSd Ec ATE 


Of 2 Deprefion of the Os Frontis and Con- 
cuffion of the Brain, in which the Operation 


of the Trepan was fuccefsfully apply'd. 


S. a young Gentleman betwixt 6 and 7 

* Years of age, in ‘Fuly 1758, accidentally 
fell from a Horfe, and pitched upon the upper 
part of the Forehead; he was taken up and 
carried home in a fenfelefs Condition. I was 
called to his Affiftance in lefs than an Hour 
after the Accident had befallen him. I found 
him in a deep Sleep, attended with loud Snort- 
ings, juft as though he had been in a Fit of 
Apoplexy. By preffing upon the fore part of 
the Head the Integuments on the right Side 
felt very loofe and flabby, and the Impreffion 
of my Fingers remained for fome time; there 
was no Laceration of the Scalp, but it was not 
difficult to perceive there was a Depreffion of 
the Scull. I advifed the immediate Application 
of 
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of the Trepan, the Parents confented, and the 
Operation was accordingly performed upon the 
depreffed Bone. Betwixt the Cranzum and Dura 
Mater there was a {mall Quantity of extrava- 
fated Blood, which I wiped away with a 
Spunge; the Wound was drefied fuperficially 
with dry Lint, and the Boy was immediately 
let Blood to feven Ounces from the Arm; 
foon after this Treatment he gradually recover’d, 
and on the next Day was perfectly reftored to 
his Senfes; there were no Difficulties attended 
the Cure, but fuch as were removed by one 
or two occafional Bleedings and laxative Clyf- 
ters. The Dura Mater was not fo affedted 
as to render it advifeable to divide it, nor 
was there any fprouting Fungus from the 
Wound during the Procefs of the Cure, that 
was at all troublefome. A piece of the Scalp, 
the fize of a Crown-piece, was cut away to 
-admit of a free ufe of the Trepan, and almoft 
as much of the Surface of the Scull was de- 


prived of the Pericranium; there was not the 


leaft Exfoliation of the Bone, or Surface of the 
Dura Mater. In fix Weeks the Wound was 
quite healed, andthe Boy has been exceeding 
well ever fince. 
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CORA PLS Fie 
Of the Operation of the Trepan. 


\FLE manner of performing the Opera- 
4 tion is this; The Patient being feated 
upright i in his Bed, on a Stool, Table, or Chair 

of a convenient height, and properly fecured 

by two or three Affiftants, fo that his Head, 

Arms, Legs, and Body may be kept as fteady 

as poffible, the Surgeon with a round edged 


Knife (fuch as is made ufe of in cutting for the 


Stone, and on many other occafions) muft make 


a circular Incifion, at leaft as large as a Crown~ 


piece, through the Scalp, which is to be diffected 
up from the fubjacent Bone: When the Scalp 
is removed, which can feldom be fo effectually 
done as to clear away the Tendinous Expanfion 
of the Occipito Frontalis Mufcle, and the Pe- 
ricranium at the fame time, the Surgeon muft 
proceed to a farther removal of thefe Parts, 
till the Bone becomes quite bare: This being 

effected, 
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effetted, he muft apply the Perforator to the 


Cranium, and bore a Hole fufficiently deep for 
the point of that Pin which is fixed in the 
Center of the circular Saw, the ufe of which 
Pin ts to keep the trepanning Inftrument fteady 


till the Teeth of it have made themfelves a 


Groove fufficiently deep for preferving it in a 
proper Direction, during the farther execution 
of this Procefs of the Operation; when the 
central Pin muft be taken away, that the Mem- 
branes and Brain may not be wounded in con- 
fequence of its Projection: The Inftrument 
muft now with care be moved equally on every 
fide in a circular manner, till we arrive at the 
Diplhe, which is a cellular Body containing a 
greater or lefler Quantity of bloody Marrow 
according to the Patient’s ace, and is fituated 
betwixt the two Tables of the Scull: This Dipice, 
or Med:tullium, has never once been wanting, (as 
I have yet obferved) in the many Operations I 


have performed in living or dead Subjects, but | 


in dried Sculls of old People I have now and 
then obferved it to be quite obliterated in fome 
parts of the Parietal and Frontal Bones, though 
feldom in Spaces fo large as to equal the fize 
of the Crown of the trepanning Inftrument. 
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When we arrive at the Diple, it is neceflary 
fo proceed with great Caution, left we inad- 
vertently wound the Dura Mater with the 
Teeth of the Saw: Upon a removal of the 
piece of Bone (which fometimes happens by 
its flicking in the Cavity of the Inftrument, 
and is at other Times neceffary to be done with 
a pair of Forceps,) we are to proceed to the 
Elevation of the Scull in cafe of a Depreffion 
of it: After having firft made fmooth the Cir- 
cumference of the Bone with the Lenticular, if 
neceflary: ‘The raifing up of the deprefled part 
of the Bone may conveniently be done by one of 
the extremities of the Handle of the trepanning 
Inftrument being carefully introduced betwixt 
the deprefied Part of the Cranium and the Dura 
Mater, at the fame time obferving to exert 
fuch a degree of Force with the Elevator as is 
capable of raifing the Depreflion fo effectually 
as to render the external Surface of the Scull 
uniformly even. If a fingle Operation be in- 
fafficient to effect this (as I have often known 
it to be) a fecond or third muft be performed, 
that the Surgeon may be enabled to raife up 
every part of the deprefled Bone ; which Rule 


mut ftrictly be obferved, otherwife the Opera- 


tion 
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ration cannot be expected: to be attended with 
fuccefs, as the bad Effects of an opprets’d 
Brain muft in part remain. The place where 
the Inftrument fhould be applied muft be upon 
that part of the Scull which will admit of the 
ufe of the Elevator to the greateft Advantage. 
During the ufe of the Saw, the bony Duft 
muft be removed by blowing on the Part, 
afterwards making ufe of a {mall Pencil Bruth 
to {weep away more effectually that which 
remains behind in the bottom of the Groove: 
or if neceffary he may employ the Point of a 
Tooth-pick for this purpofe. The Teeth of the 
Saw are to be cleanfed by a fmall Brufh (which 
is to be met with in every Cafe of Inftruments 
defigned for this Operation) or by wiping them 
with a Cloth: If the Injury of the Scull be a 
FraCture with Depreffion, the Inftrument muft 
be fixed upon the firm part of the Bone on 
one fade of the Part broken, fo as to include 
the Fracture, and a {mall part of the deprefied 


Bone within its Circle ; but if the Fracture be 


not complicated with a Depreffion of the Bone, 
‘the Center of the Inftrument mui be applied 
as near as may be to the Crack; becaufe in 
the firft Inftance the deprefied Bone being 
moveable, on account of its feparation from 
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the neighbouring tmmoveable part of the Scull, 
Is incapable of | fapporting the Preffure that, is 
neceflary to be made upon the Part with the. 
Inftrument in the performance of this Opera- 
tion; in Confequence of which, the Mem-) 
branes and Brain itfelf muft be in danger of. 
{uffering confiderably before the Operation can. 
be finifhed, if that Method be not followed.. 
But this can by no means be the Cafe in the 
fecond Inftance where the , parts of the Bone. 
remain fixed, and upon an equality with one 
another. It may be obferved that I have di-: 
rected a Piece of the Scalp, as big as a Crown- 
piece, to be cut away, previous to the ufe of 
the trepanning Saw; but in fome Inftances it 
will be found neceflary to differ from this Rule, 
and to take away a Piece of the Scalp at leaft 
three Times as large, fince F ractures are fome-" 
times found to extend quite crofs the Scull, 
even from one temporal Bone to the other ; 
an Inftance of which I was fometime fince 
confulted in, where both the Parietal Bones, 
one of the temporal Bones, and the Os Frontis:: 
were confiderably broke, inthis Cafe I tre-. 
pan’d the Patient in two Places, and took away . 
a large piece of Bone befides, which being fe- 
parated from its neighbouring Parts lay loofe,. 
3 and 
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and preffed upon the Dura Mater. This was 
by much the moft general Fracture of the 
Scull I ever faw, and I muft acknowledge 
(from the great Degree of Preffure which the 
Membranes and Brain had fuffered, as well as 
from the State of Stupidity I found the Patient 
in) I had very little hopes of his Recovery, but 


he neverthelefs did well, and has ever fince _ 


enjoyed his perfect Senfes. It is now {eve- 
ral Years fince this Operation was performed. 
The manner of treating the Wound or 
Wounds, immediately after the Operation of 
the Trepan, muft firft be by “ftopping the 
Hemorrbage, this may in general be done with- 
out tying the Vefiels; the next thing to be 
done is to wipe clean the Surface of the Dura 
Mater with a bit of foft Spunge dipt in warm 
Water, or with a piece of Lint fecured upon the 
' End of a Probe, and dipt in warm Oil, after 
this; dry Lint is to be laid loofely upon the 
whole Surface of the Wound. The Lint may 


be covered with a Pledgit of ‘Tow ipread with | 


Ceratum album, or any other cooling Ointment 
that has neither Turpentine nor Refin in it, 
which Ingredients very often prove too ftimu- 
lating to the Skin when long continued, and 
— eceafion troublefome tichinigs, attended with 
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Inflammation.’ ‘The firft Applications fhould 
not be removed till three Days after the Ope- 
ration, unlefs the Difcharge from’ the Wound 
be fo great as to make it neceffary to do fo ; or 
the Patient fhould complain of any uneafinefs 
arifine from the fmell or ftiffnefs of the Dref- 
ings. This Method of treating the Wound 
fhould be continued during the whole Pro- 
erefs of the Cure, fo far as relates to the Dura 
Mater, unlefs that Membrane has been con- 
tufed, or it has been found neceffary to di- 
vide it, under which Circumftances it fhould 
be drefled with fuch Applications as are gently 
deterfive and moderately ftimulating, till'a’ Se- 
paration of the loofe and contufed Part is 
form’d; fuch for Inftanceas the Honey of Rofes | 
alone made warm, in which Doffils of Lint 
muft be dipt and applied tothe Surface of the 
Dura Mater, or with the addition of an eighth 
Part of Brandy, or Tin@ure of Myrrh, added to 
the Honey of Rofes. ‘Thefe Dreffings are ne- 
ceflary when the Difcharge is feetid, and the 
Membrane looks loofe and difcoloured; they 
muit, be. continued till the Parts ‘are’ quite 
clean, and Granulations begin to appear, when 
the ufe of dry Lint is to be preferred to ail 
other Applications, at the fame time obferving 

| to 
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“to keep a moderate Preflure early upon the Part, 
to prevent, if poffible, a luxuriancy of Fleth; but 
if thefe Methods fhould be found unequal to 
the Tafk, and the Fungus thoots up a confider- 
able height above the Surface of the Scull, it 
muft be removed by the Knife rather than. by 
Ligature, efpecially if Efcharoticks, affifted by 
ftri& Comprefg and Bandage, have been in- 


effeCtually tryed.. Every time the Patient is” 


drefled the Wound fhould be expofed as little 
as may be to the Air, particularly in cold 

Weather. The frequency of dreffing the 
Wound muft depend upon the Quantity of the 
Difcharge, but in general once in twenty-four 
Hours will be found fufficient. As toFomen- 
tations, emollient ones may be ufed for the firit 
ten Days or Fortnight , after that, a foft 
Spunge dipt in hot Water, and ufed in fuch a 
manner as to cleanfe the Wound, will generally 
be fufficient for the purpofe. I have taken 
Notice that it is fometimes neceflary to divide 


the Dura Mater with a Lancet, but for the | 


propriety of this part of the Operation I re- 
fer to the Remarks upon the Cafes of % C. 
p. 34, and 14. £. p. 4.3. as well as for the ge- 
neral Treatment of the Patient fo far as relates 
- to Evacuations and Diet ; but it is necellary to 
| Ee 4 ob- 
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obferve, that during the Progrefs of the Cure, ~ 
it will fometimes be found advifeable to give’ 
Cordial Medicines, and to apply Blifters when 
the Patient is too much reduced by Evacuations 
and athin {pare Diet. 


Of the Cataract. ; 
rAHAT Difeafe of the Globe of the Eye 
I which is diftinguithed from other Dif 
eafes of this Part by the term Cazarad?, is fuffici- 
ently known to the Experienced to be an affec- 
tion of the Chryffalline, or middle Humour of 


.the Eye. 


Wren the Malady is arrived at its utmoft 
Period it is accompanied with fuch an Opacity 
of this convex Lens as totally obftructs the 
Rays of Light in their Paflage, and confe- 
quently prevents them from producing fuch 
Effects upon the bottom of the Eye, as are 
brought about ina tranfparent or undifeafed 
State of it, provided the Retina and Vitreous 
Humour be perfee, and the Cataradé not com- 
plicated with any other Affection of the Eye: 
But though the Cafaraé be impervious to.the. 


J | Rays 
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Rays of Light, it muft be remembered that 
fome. of the Rays fall obliquely betwixt the 
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Iris and Cateraé?, and the-Eye can diftinguifh — | 


Light and glaring:Colours.. To have a com- 
petent Knowledge of this Difeafe, and to be 


enabled to diftinguith it from any other Detect 


of the Eye, it is previoufly neceflary to be 
thoroughly acquainted with the Situation of 
the Cory/alline Humour, with the changes of 
Colour this Humour naturally undergoes in 
fome. Subjects at different times of Life; and 
likewife to know that when the Catarad is 
complicated with any of the following Cir- 


cumftances, to wit, a confiderable change of 


the fhape of the Globe of the Eye ; a thicken- 
ing and cloudinefs of the Cornea; an infen- 

fibility of the Optic Nerve (Gutta Serena) 
_ which is expanded upon the whole of the bot- 
tom of the Eye, and forms that Coat known 
by the Name of the Refzna, it is abfolutely 
wrong to attempt the Operation of Couching, 
It is likewife neceflary to be affured that the 
fuccefs of this Operation, which at beft is pre- 
carious, is much more fo when there is an 


Adhefion of any part of the difeafed Cary/tal- 


line to the Tunica Iris: For in this Diforder — 


of the Eye it is not only proper to be ac~ 


quainted — 
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quainted with the manner of performing the 
Operation, but to be able to diftinguifh whet 
ther the Cafe be not attended with fuch Cir- 
cumitances as may render the Attempt of it 


more than ufually uncertain, if not) abfolutely 


improper. ‘To determine whether the Globe 
of the Eye be or be not changed from its na- 
tural Size or Shape, is a very eafy matter, by 
comparing it with a found Eye, or by merely 


reflecting upon the natural Form of: this Body. 
If the Cornea be thickened, (as often happens 
after the Small Pox and in fcrophulous habits 


of Body) that defect of the Eye may be readily 
known, by remembring that the Cornea is the 
anterior Coat of the Eye, and therefore cannot 
eafily be miftaken for the Cataraé?, which is 
an Opacity of that internal Part of the Globe — 


whofe fituation is oppofite to, and a little way 


behind the Pupil, vulgarly called the Sight 
of the Eye, by looking through which the 


Difeate’ will difcover itfelf by the Chryftalline | 


being changed into a cream colour, a- * pearl 
colour, or a darkith grey, Ge. ie 

Ir there be fuch a defect in the Bapohifion 
of the Optic Nerve (which is the immediate 
feat of Vifion) as renders it infenfible, and 


this be the von Difeafe of the part, the Pa- 


tient’ S 
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tient’s Eye cannot be affected by the ftrongeft 


Light, the Eye will be perfectly tranfparent, 


the Pupil will be extremely dilated, and there 
will, in moft Inftances, be no Motion at all of 
the Iris, at leaft the Motion of the Pupil will 
be fo fmall as to be difficultly diftinguithed. 

‘From thefe feveral Circumftances being 
compared with thofe Particulars relating to the 
Cataract, it will be eafy to underftand the 
difference betwixt the few Difeafes of the Eye 
Ihave here taken notice of. However, Iam 
convinced the beft Method that can be taken 
to inform thofe who have but a fuperficial Idea 
of the Structure and Difeafes of the Kye, is to 
exhibit three Eyes; the firft with a thicknefs 
and opacity of the Cornea, the fecond with a 
- Gutta Serena, the third with a Cataract; which 
I have often done for the Information of fuch 
whofe Education have not entitled them to a 
knowledge of thefe Difeafes, by which means 
they have received more immediate and per- 
manent Inftructions than they could otherwife 
have fo {peedily acquired. 

To-explain what is meant by an Adhefion 
of the Cataradé to the Iris, and to convey fuch 
an Idea of this Circumftance to thofe who have 
not a previous knowledge of the Parts, I am 

apprized 
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apprized is a ‘Tafk attended with fome diffi- 
culty, becaufe it is firft of all neceffary to know’ 
that the Chry/falline Lens is at a {mall diftance 
from the Iris in’ its natural flate, and by this 
means forms that Space which Anatomifts call’ 
the pofterior Chamber of the Eye: However, 
I may pronounce, that under thefe Circum- 
ftances of the Difeafe, the Chry/falline Lens is 
either movd forwards, or the Iris is moved 
backwards to produce this Effect, and that if 
there be a complete Adhefion of thefe two 
Parts, the original Space betwixt the anterior 
Part of the Chry/fa/iine Humour, and pofterior 
Part of the Iris, in courfe becomes loft, the 
action of the Pupil ceafes, and the Rays of 
Light are incapable of. being tran{mitted be- 
yond the Iris and Cataraét, on which account 
there remains no degree of Sight'in that Eye; 
fo that the ftate of the Retzna and Vitreous 
Humour confequently cannot -be judged of, 
which are fufficient Reafons for forbidding the 
Operation of Couching. 

Ir it be urged, that under thefe clfeanbk 
ftances it may be advifeable to perform the 
Operation of dividing the Iris above or below 
the Cataraét, Lanfwer, that the fame Objections 
are to be made to this Attempt. In fhort, to 

) {peak 
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fpeak. plainly and fairly, . however ingenious 
that Operation..of dividing: the Iris may. be 


thought). (in cafe of an abfolute\Contradtion | 
of the. Pupil, or.of a.perfect; Adhefion-of the: 
Catarad to the Iiis). which, was, invented and. 


recommended by that great Operator, Mr. Che- 
felden ; I mutt confefs I never yet faw a fingle 
Inftance of any good Effect arfing from it, 
and. therefore, cannot recommend it .as an 
advifeable Operation under any Circumftance 
whatfoever. ree 

Ir the Adhefion. of he Cataract.to the 


Iris be in part only, and the Reta be perfect, — 
there will be a fufficient Quantity of the Rays 


of Light tranfmitted obliquely betwixt the 
Tris and. Catarad? to the lateral parts of the 


Retina, to enable the Patient to diftinguifh. 


Light; and; fometimes too fuch Bodies as are 


white,.or red. Under thefe Circumftances of - 
the..Difeafe, the Operation is advifeable in’ 
expectation of affording that Relief to the. 
Blind, which they by any other means have’ 


very little Chance, ‘of attaining. to: The. pro- 


bability of .which may, be, learned from the.’ 


foliowing Cafe of #7. 2, But before I pro- 


ceed to relate, it; I smuft obferve, thatif.one:. 
om only be affected with a Cataract, and the © 


other 
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other be perfectly found, or in a confiderable 
degree ufeful, the Operation fhould never be 
undertaken, even fuppofing the Difeafe to be 
of the moft favourable kind: For let the Suc- . 
cefs of the Operation be ever fo happy, the 
Eye from which the Chry/lalline Lens is re- 
moved cannot be reftored to a Degree of per- 
fection at all equal to that of the found Eye, © 
without the conftant ufe of a very Convex 


— Glafs. 
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ff flort Account of fome extraordinary Faéts 
attending the Operation of Couching, Sic. 


DY. LL. aged 26, about nine Years ago was 
” fuddenly attacked with a Dimnefs in 
both his Eyes, which happened without any 
previous Accident or Pain in the Head; the 
Diforder continued for three Years in much 
the fame State, when it began to increafe, 
and fo continued till he became incapable of 
diftinguithing Objects. He remained under. 
thefe Circumttances till March, 1748, when he 
came to London, and put himfelf under my Care- 
THE 


Cases # SuRGERY. 
. Tue. Difeafe was a Catarai?, or Opakenefs 
in| each of the Chry/aline Humours; that in 
‘the right Eye appeared. to adhere to othe 


inferior Part of the Iris, but without any De- 


fect or Alteration in the fhape of the Pupil. 
He was capable of diftinguifhing Light, and 
Colours. In the left Eye, the Chryfalline 
Humour was adherent to the greateft Part of 
the Iris. The Pupil extended beneath the 
Cataraé, and had changed its Shape from a 
Circle, to an oblong; through the lower Part 
of which, a {mall Share of Light was admitted 
to the bottom of the Eye. 


FRoM thefe Circumftances, I judged it 


improper to meddle with the left Eye, and at 
the {ame time confidered the Event of the 
Operation as precarious in the Right. How- 
ever, I undertook it upon. a_ probability of 
Succels, and couched the right Eye on the 
third ok April following. 

Upon, endeavouring to. deprefs the ica 
i perceived it to: make a confiderable Refittance 
to. the Inftrument, which was. oceafioned by 
its adhefion to. the inferior Part of the Iris: 
So, that. 1 was obliged to diret my Needle 
underneath the Catarac, and litt it. up, be- 
fore I could difengage it from the Iris; which 


I. 
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I effected with fome difficulty, and at length 
depreffed 1t. 

Tue Patient fuffered very little Pain from 
the Operation. In fix Days after, I examined 
the Eye, when the Cutarac appeared to have 
refumed its former Situation. 

On the third of May following, I couched 
the Eye a fecond Time; the Catarad fub- 
fided much more eafily than before; this 
Operation was attended with as little Pain 
as the preceding: Upon examining the Eye a 
Week after, I perceived the Cataract to have 
sifen a fecond Time, but fo imperfeétly, as 
to cover the lower Half of the Pupil only. 
The upper Half of it appeared clear, and he 
could diftinguifh Letters through it, by the 
help of a Convex Glafs. 

Iwas in hopes from this Appearance, that 
the Cataract might in time have fubfided (as 
I have frequently known it do under the like 
Circumftances) without any farther Trial. But 
on account of the little Pain the Patient had 
fuffered from thefe Operations, he infifted 
upon a Third, which I performed upon the 
twenty-third of the fame Month, and the 
Chryftalline was eafily deprefied. But fuch 
was the Difpofition of the Cafaraét, that it 

| rofe 
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..tofe up a third time, but in fo fhaking and 
wafted a Condition, as to promife a -fpeedy 
Difappearance. However, the Patient remain- 
ing diffatised, and unwilling to return Home 
upon a bare Probability of . its wafting away ; 
J was prevailed upon. to perform, the Opera- 
_ tion a fourth Time. 
| THE Cataract immediately fubfided upon 
_the flighte% Touch of the Needle, and did not 
_appear again, 
_ .. Tue Patient, ina FE Kartnight after the shee 
tion, was capable of reading and writing, with 
the Alffiftance of a Convex Glafs, and now 
fees well. enough to follow his Profeffion of 
Surgery and Pharmacy. It is remarkable that 
there was hardly any Inflammation or Pain, 
in confequence of either of thefe Opera- 
tions. 

WueEN he firft began to look at a Candle, 
or any other fingle Object, it appeared to 
him multiplied; and when he firft read, he 
conceived of Letters as remaining imprinted 
upon the Bottom of the Eye for fome Hours 
afterwards, but by a little ufe thefe Phenomena 
were quite removed. 


uc? 
hii 


R Es 


be 


66 


Cas 253 432 OS UR CER 


REMARK, 


From this Example it appears, how difft- 


cult it 1s to remove the Catarad eftectually, 


when complicated with an adhefion of it to 
the Iris: and again, how warrantable it is 
to repeat the Operation with a Probability of 
Succefs, in fuch Cafes as are attended with 
the like favourable Circumftances. | 

Ir the Chry/lalline had been totally removed 
by Extraction, thefe Returns of the Difeafe 
could not have happened. But I am inclined 
to think, that if it had been. attempted by 
opening the Cornea, the Operation would 
not probably have terminated fo happily ; fince: 
the Vitreous Humour mvuft in all likelihood 
have been wholly, or in a great part difcharged;: 
in endeavouring at a Removal of the Chryfal- 
line: Inftances of which I have known to 


occur, attended with fuch Circumffances, as to 


render a fecond Operation impracticable. So! 
that however fuccefsful this Method of Ope-. 
rating may have proved in Cataraéfs that are 
quite free from Adhefion; yet I think the 
Operation is not likely to be attended with 
equal benefit, when they are otherwife circum- 
{tanced, — 
Loi Mo N- 
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Monsieur Daviel’s own Accounts of the 
Succef§ attending his method of opening the 
Cornea, and extracting the Chry/falline, are 
fo very extraordinary, as almoft to exceed 
probability; and I cannot help confidering 
them as partial, when I refle upon the Ac- 


counts given us of the very different Succefs 


attending this Operation, when performed by 
others in nearly the fame manner, as well as 
from my own Experince. 

From. the refult of thofe Experiments, 
which were made upon ninetéen Eyes by 


M. Morand, M. Poyet, and by M. De la Faye, . 


of which there is a particular Account given 
in the Memoirs of the Royal Academy of Sur 


gery at Paris, printed in the hear 1 ea it 


appears that the Benefit attending both methods 
of Operating is fo nearly equal, as to make 
it uncertain which of the two is attended with 
the greateft Succefs: So that, in all probabi- 
lity, both methods of Operating may be found 
to have their Advantages in particular Cafes. 
Since I have taken the Liberty of making 
fome Remarks upon M. Daviel’s own Ac- 


count, of the great Succefs attending his 


method of the Removal of Cataraé#s, by 
“extracting the Cbry/falline Humours; perhaps 
F 2 it 
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it will not be unacceptable, fhould I make 
fuch an Abftract from his own Memoir as 
immediately relates to this particular, and the 
manner of his performing thefe Operations ; 
upon prefumption of meeting with this 
Indulgence, I have added a fecond Abftract 
relating to the Event of thofe feveral Opera- 


tions which were performed by M. Morand, 
M. Poyet, and M. De Ja Faye. 


Mana CO AD” RV 


The Manner of Couching. 
XHYE) Method which I take for perform- 


ing the Operation is this; the Patient 
is feated upon a Stool of a convenient height ; 
immediately behind the Patient is placed an 
Affiftant, who fupports the Head, and in- 
clines it a little forwards, by prefling gently 
again{t the back part of the Patient’s Head, 
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with his Breaft alone, or by the affifiance of 
a Pillow placed betwixt the Affiftant and the 
Patient if neceflary ; the fame Affiftant muft 
carefully lift up the fuperior Eye-lid, and pre- 
ferve it in this Situation by gently prefling it 


againtt 
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againft the upper part of the Ordt: At the 
fame time, the Operator muft gently deprefs 
the inferior Eye-lid with the Finger of his left 
Hand; fuppofing the Operation be performed 
upon the left Eye; taking care that the Globe 
of the Eye be not fqueezed.. Two Afiiftants, 
one on each Sides muft fecure the Patient’s 
Hands; thefe things being done, and the other 
Eye covered with a filk Handkerchief, or any 
thing elfe that is light and pliable; the Pa- 
tient mutt be directed to look ftraight forwards; 
or with the Eye a little inclined towards the 
Nofe ; the Operator then mutt fuddenly pene- 
trate the Globe of the Eye with the couching 
Needle (which has firft been made warm by 
dipping the Blade of the Inftrument in hot 
Water) through the Tunica Albuginea, at a 
very {mall diftance beyond the Circumference 
‘of the Tunica Cornea, and as exactly as pof- 
fible in a line with the moft External part of 
the Circle of the Pupil; the Inftrument muft 

“be cautioufly pufhed forwards, till it appears 
behind the Pupil, which it will always do 
when: the Eye remains tranfparent, and the 
Eye-lids are kept open: The Operator muit, 
“now take care to prefs the Catarad gently 
~ downwards, and a little outwards, with the 
| | iar ee flat 
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flat Surface of the Inftrument, which will 
fometimes be immediately and happily effeét- 
ed; but if the Catarad fhould not. readily 
fubmit, the Needle muft be carefully moved 
underneath the Cataraé?, and gently raifed up ; 
by which means the Cataraé# may be feparated 
from the Proceffus Crliares and Aranea below, 
and may at the fame time be difengaged 
from the inferior Portion of the Tunica Iris, 


(fuppofing it to be flightly connected with 


that Membrane) which cannot always be fore- 
feen: After the Cataraé is thus lifted up, 
fuppofing it not to fall below the Pupil by its 
own weight, the Direction of the couching 
Needle mutt be altered and conveyed a litle 
above the upper portion of the Circle of the 
Pupil,” afterwards inclining the Inftrument 
downwards, and obliquely outwards; by thefe 
means the Catarad will be fo effectually dit 
lodged from the Bed of the Vitreous Humour, 
and its nutrient Veflels probably be fo much 
defiroyed, as to bring on a gradual Decay of | 
it. In introducing the Needle through the Coats 
of the Eye, to wit, the Tunica Conjunttiva, 
Albuginea, Selerotica, Cherides and Tunica Re- 
tina, it will be right to do it with the flat 
Surfaces of the Inftrument, looking upwards 


and 
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sand downwards; fince by this method, the 
wound through the Coats of the Eye will be 
made with the direction of the Fibres, and 
confequently lefs Violence be done in the Opera- 
tion than if the Blade of that Inftrument had 
penetrated the Eye in a different .direction. 
When the Operation is finifhed, the Patient's 
_ Eye muit be immediately covered with fome 
repellent and cooling Ointment {pread upon 
Rag, fuch as the Unguentuin Tripharmacum, 
Saturninum, or the Coagulum Aluminofum. He 
muit be let blood, and kept in a dark place 
fo long as the Pain and Inflammation remain. 
After the Operation, the Patient muft fit up- 
right for fome Hours, as this will be the 
moft favourable Pofture for preventing the 
rifing up of the Cataraét. 'To render.the Ca- 
tarac? fall the lefs liable to refume its natural 
Situation, as well as to prevent a Fever, he 
Patient mutt live abftemioufly for fome Days, 
and take fuch Food as requires little or no 


chewing.. It now and then happens, that a 


vomiting follows this Operation; but. that 
Symptom feldom remains long; when it has 
proved more ftubborn than ufual, I have 
known a Grain of Opium, or an Ounce of 
Syrup of Diacodium, remove it. Fomentations 
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of warm Milk applyed to the Eye-lids twice 
or thrice a Day, and continued for five or 
fix Minutes each time by the help of a warm 
Sponge or a bit of fine Rag, are neceflary 
fo long as any Inflammation, Pain or Stiffnefs 
of the Eye remains. If the Eye fhould con- 
tinue weak, and be attended with a more than 
common Secretion of the ‘Tears, after the 
Inflammation and Pain are removed, I have, 
in fuch inftances, made ufe of cold Spring=- 
water with a third part of Brandy, to advantage: 
At other times, I have ufed the Agua Sapphi- 
rina, lowered with common Water, with 
which the Eyes have been wafhed Morning 
and Evening; obferving at the fame time, not 
en a fudden to expofe the Eyes to much light, 
but to ufe them to it gradually. The length 
of time. neceflary for confining the Patient’s 
Eyes from the Light is quite uncertain; in 
fome, there is very little Inflammation or 
Pain after the Operation; in others, there 
js a great deal of both, attended with very 
fevere Head-Aches; when thefe Symptoms 
occur the Patient muft take fome cooling 
Purges, and if . necefiary perpetual Blifters 
fhould be applyed behind the Ears, or to the 
nape of the Neck, 
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Im one Inftance of a Boy born with Ca- 


taraé#s in both Eyes, which I] at two feveral 
times endeavoured to deprefs with the couch- 
ing Needle, 1 found jf m fo uniformly foft 
that they made no refiftance at all to the 
Inftrument, but admitted of its pafling through 
and through them juft as it is known to do 
through the Aqueous Humour of the Eve: 
The Boy received no benefit from the Opera~ 
tions. This is not that fpecies of Cataralt 
diftinguifhed by the name of the Bag Cararad?, 
which is of the confiftence of Cream, is con- 
tained loofely in the Coat of the Chryftalline Lens 
called by Anatomifts the Aranea, and which 
upon being wounded evacuates its Contents, 
and diffufes them in the anterior and pofterior 
Chamber of the Eye, mixing with the Aqueous 
Humour, and rendering the Eye turbid for 
fometime; but it is a fpecies of Catarad fu; 
generis, which is rarely met with; and which, 
from any Appearance it has before the Opera- 
tion is performed, I believe cannot be afcer- 
tained. The fpecies of Cataracé 1 have juft 
now defcribed may ‘probably be more free 
quently met with in young than old People, 
as the Chryflalline Lens, in its natural State, 
is known to Anatomifts to be more foft in 
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Infants than in Adults. Since this particu. 


Cafe has occurred to me I have couched a 


young Lady of thirteen ‘Years of age, who was 
born with Cataracts, Wat there was no ap- 
pearance of this He State of the Difeafe- 
The Operation was performed cn both Eyess 
one of which fucceeded very well: However it 
happened in this Cafe that the Cataracts were 
more foft and gave lefs refiftance to the In- 
frument than could be wifhed, which indeed 
fometimes happens in the moft advanced times 
of: Life. 

Tue couching Needle fhould be made at 
leaft a third part larger than thofe generally 
ufed upon this Occafion, as great advantages 
will be found in the depreffion of the Cataract, 
by the increafed Breadth of the Blade of that 
Tnftrument. 
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A fhort Abjirad from the Memoirs of the Royal 
Academy of Surgery at Paris, of an Account 
of the Operations of the Cataract, for the 
Extraction of the Chryftalline, done by Mon- 
fireur Poyet, before the Commiffaries of the 

. Academy, as drawn up by Mefieurs Morand, 
“and Verdier, 


HE Academy has obferved with plea- 

fure, the Eagernefs which has been 
fhewn to make the Operation for the Cataract 
more fimple and perfect, by extracting the 
Chryftalline, which has been fuccefsfully prac- 
tisd by M. Daviel, who has himfelf given an 


Account of this Method, Page 337. See — 


Acad. Royal of Surg. at Paris, printed Anno 
1753. Several Perfons have invented an. Tis 
ftrument, and almoft at thé fame Time, with 
which the Cornea might be divided in fuch a 


manner as to make one Inftrument only ne- 


ceflary. 

Monsieur Poyet, formerly Surgeon of 
the Hiétel Dieu, and lately appointed Surgeon 
of La Charité, hath prefented one of his own 
Invention. A little time afterwards, Mr. Sharp 

| | : of 
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another Inftrument, which he had exhibited 
to the Royal Society. | 
Monsieur Poyef has already made fome 
Experiments upon dead Bodies with his In- 
ftrument, before the Commiffaries named by 
the Academy for that purpofe: They report that 
it appear'd to them to have fucceeded parti- 
cularly well. M. Morand, from that time, en- 
gased to afk leave of the Governors of the 
Hofpital of Invalids, for M. Poyet and M. La 
Faye, to operate, which they confented to, 
cut of ‘regard to the great zeal which the 
Surgeons of Paris thew for their Art. 
Monsieur Morand afiembled nineteen 
People difeas’d with proper Cataracts, who were 
prepar’d for the Operation; and on ‘fume the 
rith, 1753, they were all operated upon, one 
after another. Six of the Operations were per- 
form’d by M. Morand, fix by M. La Faye, 
and feven by M. Poyet; of which take the 
following Account. M. Morand endeavour’d 
to deprefs the Cataradé of M. Vailot, an Officer 
aged 65 Years, but from fome unaccountable 
Accident it efcaped from its Bed, upon being 
touch’d with the Needle, and was ready to 
pafs into the anterior Chamber of the Eye. 
Upon 
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Upon which M.. Morand recommended the ~ 


Patient to M. Poyet, as a favourable Opportu- 
nity of trying his Operation, which M. Poyet 
accepted of. When the Cornea was fufficiently 
divided, the Chry/lalhine immediately follow’d 
without any preffure at all, and no Accident 
happened. The Cicatrix of the Cornea ap- 
pear'd firm on the eighth Day. The Patient 
was vifited by the Commiflaries on Suly 11, 
and 25, when he declar’d he could not dif 
tinguifh Objects. Upon Examination, it was 
found he had a Gutta Serena; and befides this, 
a fecond Cataract was form’d by a thickening 
of the Membrane which invefts the Bed of 
the vitreous Humour. , | 
‘jobn Baptift Roux, aged 65, was operated 
upon next by M. Poyet; after the Cornea was 
divided, the Chry/laline fell out upon the Eye 
being gently prefs'd; the Patient had only a 
flight Inflammation of the Conjunétiva; he 
was vilited by the Commiffaries on Faly the 
11th, and could diftinguifh Objets. He was 


vifited again on ‘fly 25, and could only fee 


Day-light; his Eye was attacked with an 
Inflammation; upon the whole, he fees but 
little, | 


Peter 


ay 
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Peter Mercier, aged 64, was next operated 
upon, by M. Poyet, he had no bad Symptoms 

after the Operation: he fees very well. The 
Pupil has chang’d its Figure, and is not quite 
round. 

Francis. Riviere, aged 56, was operated 
upon next, the Cornea of his right Eye was’ 
opened by M. Poyet; the Cornea of his left’ 
was opened by M. La Faye; he has had no 
Accident in the right, but has fuffered greatly 
in the left Eye; he can fee Light, but cannot 
diftinguifh Objects. 

“‘fulien Le Gendre, aged 70, had his Cornea 
opened by M. Poyet ; he has had no Accident; 
the Pupil has chang’d its fhape, and he can 
diftinguifh Colours. 

Claude Boucher, aged 72, had both his Eyes 
very much funk, and his Eye-lids a little cleft: 
The Section of the Cornea of the right Eye 
was a little too {mall, by which means M. Poyer 
was obliged to prefs the Eye a little more than 
ufual, to {queeze out the Chry/ffalline. A con- 
fiderable Inflammation fucceeded this Opera- 
tion, which was followed with a Suppuration 
of the whole Globe of the Eye, and the Pa- 
tient loft the Sight of it. The left Eye had 

| he no 
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no Accident; the Patient with that fees indif- 
ferently well. 

Sucu was the State of M. Poyet’s Patients 
on ‘Fuly the 25th, which was fix Weeks after 
the Operations. 

Iv now remains for us to tell his Opinion 
upon fome Points, and compare his Operations 
with the others. M. Poyet thinks the Inftru- 
ment for cutting the Cornea, ought to be 
ftraight like his own ;, he pretends that the Iris 
is by that means lefs liable to be wounded, 
and that the SeGtion of the Cornea made with 
an Inftrument a little convex, sie ie more 
- difficult. 

Mr. Sdarp’s Inftrument is alfo ehisht M: 
La Fay’s Inftrument is a little curv’don the 
fore part of its Blade. But we have not been 
able to diftinguifh any difference in their ad- 
vantages. They each of them had one Patient 
whofe Iris was a little wounded. — 

Monsicur Poyet attributes the Inflammation 
which befel the Eye of one of his Patients, 
to the Conjunéliva being wounded; but we 
do not think this a fufficient Reafon to ac- 
count for it. However, we agree with M. 
Poyet, that the Cornea fhould be divided two 
thirds of its Circumference to facilitate the 

Exit 


79 


Te) 


GCasn sve GuRGERM 


Exit of the Chry/falline, ifit prefents itfelf readily ; 
or to be able by this means to cut with eafethe 
Capfula of the Chry/ftalline, if it adheres too 
much to its Bed, We do not think that the 
Impofthumations .which happened to the Eye, 
operated upon by M. La Faye, and to that 
operated upon by M, Poyef, are to be attributed 


to their Inftruments. Thefe Accidents have 


happened to M. Daviel; nor do we think 
thefe Accidents peculiar to the Operation of 
the Cataraét by extration of the Chriffalline, 
fince we have feen them happen in the com- 
mon method of Couching. 

In fine, we will give a fhort Account of the 
Succefs of thefe nineteen Operations which have 
been fucceffively perform’d. 

Or the fix Cataracts couch’d by M. Morand, 
in the common Method, three have fucceeded, 
and the Patients fee very well; three of the 
Cutaraéts are rifen again. | 

Or the fix which M. La Faye has operated 
upon by extracting the Cataraét, there are 
two that fee well, two who fee not fo well, 
and two who do not fee at all. 

Or the feven operated upon by M. Poyer, 
two of them fee well, two not fo well, one 
fees Day-light,, two do not fee at all, 

| THIs 
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Tuts is a true Account of the Proceedings 
arid Succefs of the Operations; but we are 
not anfwerable for any Accidents which may 
have happened fince our laft Examination, as 
they would be foreign to the Operation. 


Abjirat from the Memoirs of the “Royal MAta- 
demy of Surgery at Paris, publifh’d Anno 
AV53" 


N Page 338, M. Daviel diftinguifhes Ca- 
taraéts into two Species only; one he calls. 
the true Cafaraé, or that of a good kind; 
the other he calls the falfe Cataraé?, or that of 
a bad kind, when it is accompanied with other 
Difeafes. He fays, it is not the Colour of 
the Cataract? which determines the good Spe- 
cies, but other Circumftances, fuch as the 
Motion of the Pupil of the Eye, and the Abi- 
lity of diftinguifhing Day from Night. 
Monsieur Daviel fays, he receiv’d the firft 
hint of this Operation from an Accident 


which happened to him in couching the com-* 


mon way; the Chry/lalline was broke into 
Pieces, and efcaped into the anterior Chamber 
G. of 
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of, the, Bye... This determin’d him to. oper 


the Cornea tranfparens to empty the anterios 


Chamber, after which, the Pupil appear’d 
clear, and he could diftinguifh Objects ;. but 
in, ten, Days after the Operation, there en; 
faed an Inflammation and Suppuration of the 
Eye, which he attributed entirely to the Vio- 
lence done ‘to the vitreous Humour, and to 
the inner Membranes of the Eye in his firft 
Attempt; this made him determine not to pro- 
ceed for the future in the fame-Method, but 
to begin with opening the Cornea, and after- 
wards to introduce a {mall Spatula into the 
anterior Chamber of the Eye, and to diflodge 
the Chryftalline from its Bed ; which he did 
upon a Woman, and fhe was cured in fifteen 
Days. 

"Tue event. of this Operation Beret chim 
to try it upon four more, which he did with 
Succes. But, fays he, there appeared to 
me to be til many things wanting to perfect 
this Method. After thefe four, he tried the 
fame Method upon feveral others, but not with 
equal benefit. _ From this time he thought 
proper to try a new Method of Operating. 
The preceding Operations had been performed 
by three Inftruments, wx. a curved Needle, a 


: es 4 } pair 
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pair of crooked Sciffars, and a {mall Spatula. 
But he now undertook the Operation with two 
Inftruments only, one like a fmall Biftory, 
with which he opened the Sc/erotica: After 
wards he introduced a fmall Spatula through 
the fame opening into the Eye, betwixt the 
pofterior part of the Iris, and the Chry/talhine 
Humour, and by this means eafily deprefs’'d 
the Cataraé. | | 

A GREAT many Operations of this kind 
being attended with fuccefs, as many emi- 
nent Surgeons, he fays, can teftify, be thoughe 
for fome time this Method preferable to any 


other. He put in practice all the different. 


Methods of Operating, and with all the 
different Inftruments: But he found. upon the 
whole, that when the vitreous Humour, and 
the feveral Membranes that are fituated behind 
the Iris, are difturbed by the Needle, there 
very often fucceeded Inflammations and Sup- 
purations of the Eye, and fometimes an 
Atrophy of the Globe, with other Accidents. 
On which account he at length dropped this 
Method, and determined for’ the future to 
operate, by opening the Cornea, .as he had 
done. at .firft. 
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Ix the following Manner, he faye, he hag 
performed two hundred and fix Orperations, 
eut of which, one hundred oe eighty two 
have fucceeded. 

Iris of no Confequence (he obferves) of 
what kind the Cataraéfs are, whether foft; 
hard, of long ftanding, or of different Colours: 
The Operation will fucceed equally well, if 
the Eyes be found in other refpects, becaufe 
the principal Intention of his Operation is the 
Extraction of the Chry/talline, which is eafily 
effected by thefe means. The Inftruments 
he employs are a curvd Needle with a fharp 
Point, and fides like a Lancet ; a blunt pointed 
eurv'd Needle, with fharp fides; a pair of 
crooked convex Sciflars; a fmall Spatula of 
Gold, Silver, or Steel, a little curv’d, to lift 
up the Cornea with ; another fmall pointed 
Needle, which cuts on both fides to open the 
Capfula of the Chry/talline Humour; a {mail 
golden, filver, or fteel Curette to facilitate 
the Iftue of the Chry/falline, or to draw out 
the remaining Fragments when they ftick to 


the edge of the Pupil; and befides thefe, a 


{mall pair of Pincers to take out any pieces 
of the Capfula of the Chryffalline. The Me- 
thod of his Operating is this; he places thé 

Patient 
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Patient oppofite to him, upon a feat of a con- 
venient height, and covering one Eye: with a 
Bandage, the upper Eye-lid of the other is 
held up by an Affiftant placed behind the Pa- 
tient, and the under Eye-lid is held down by 
the Operator, who places his Elbow upon his 
Knee by way of fupport to his Arm; then 
he plunges the firft Inftrument like a Lancet 
into the bottom of the Cornea, near the Scie- 
rotica, and thrufts it a little above the Pupil, 
taking care not to wound the Iris; this being 
done, he withdraws this Inftrument; then in- 
troduces the blunt pointed Needle, with which 


he enlarges the Inciffion by cutting on each 


fide ftill more; as the Cornea is now grown 
flaccid, he makes ufe of a pair of curved con- 
vex Sciffars, with which he enlarges the 
Wound on each fide ftill more, till the Cor- 
nea. is divided near three parts round; then 
he introduces a {mall Spatula into the Wound, 
with which he ‘lifts up the Cornea, and after~ 
wards proceeds to wound the Capfula of the 
Chrifialline with a harp {mall couching 
Needle. Sometimes, fays he, this Membrane 
mutt be cut all round in order to bring it in- 
tirely out, if it is thickened and wrinkled, 
for fear it fhould obftruct the Pupil ; when it 
a G 3 is 
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is fo cut, it may be extracted with a pair of 
Pincers: after having cut. the Capfu/a in this 
manner, the Spatula may be introduced be- 
twixt the Iris and Chry/falline to detach it from 
its Bed, and facilitate its Exit. 

“Tuer Cornea is then to be put in its proper 
fituation again, and at the fame time the in- 
ferior part of the Globe of the Eye muft be 
gently prefied, by which means the Chriftalline 
may be fqueez’d out without breaking the 
pofterior part of the Capfula, which keeps the 
vitreous Humour in its proper Place. MM. Da- 
viel fays, he thinks there are no inconveniencies 
attending this Method of Operating, but what 
may with care be avoided; and it has this 
ereat Advantage over others, that the Cataract. 
can never rife again. 


The 
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The Manner sk performing the Operation 2 eXim 
_tracling the Cataract with one _Tnfirument 
sate by Mr. WARNER, : 


H E es in ee I perform the 
Operation is this: The Patient being 
feated in a Chair with a low back, I feat my- 
{elf exactly oppofite to him in another Chair 
ofa convenient height, and in a Room where 
the Light is not too great, that the Pupil may 


have the power of dilating itfelf as much as’ 


poflible to facilitate the Expulfion of the, Ga- 
taract. 'This being done, an Affiftant ftands 
behind the Patient, who places his right 
Hand under the Chin, after having firft covered 


the right Eye with an Handkerchief, and 


pulling his Head back againft his’ Breaft, he 
directs his Face upwards to prevent the dif- 
charge of the vitreous Humour, and to keep 


him fteady. The fame Affiftant lifts up the 
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fuperior Eye-lid with the fore and middle Fin- | 


ger of his left Hand, taking great care not to 
prefs the Globe of the Eye above. I then 
i? se inferior Eye-lid with the fore and 
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middle Finger of my left Hand; at the fame 
time taking notice not to prefs the Globe of the 
Eye below. 

Tue Patient is directed to keep his Eye as 
fteady as poffible, looking with it ftraight for- 
wards, and a little upwards. I then plunge 
the Knife fuddenly into the Globe of the 
Fye on its external part near the Circumfe- 
rence of the Cornea, and oppofite to the Cen- 
ter of the Pupil, directing it forwards betwixt 
the Iris and the Cornea, till its Point comes 
out on the oppofite fide if poffible; by this 
means, the Cornea becomes at leaft half di- 
vided in its Circumference. The Knife being 
kept in the Eye the whole time, muft.be 
gently drawn backwards, and its Point care- 
fully introduced through the Pupil, with which 
the Capfula of the Chry/fialine Humour. is di- 
vided. Immediately after the Divifion of this 
Membrane, I prefs the Globe. of the; Eye 
gently upwards with the fore and middle 
Finger, which have been hitherto kept upon 
the. inferior _Eye- lid, and by this means en- 
deavour to {queeze out the Chry/alhne Hu- 
mour through the Wound ; the Knife being © 
till pcm in the. anterior Chamber of the 
Eye, the Cornea becomes a little elevated, and 

the 
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the Exit of the Cataract is on this account 


facilitated. 

I rook upon the tote of the Capfula 
_of the Gatarac? to be of great confequence in 
many Inftances, fince this Membrane becomes 
fometimes fo tough and thickened, as to make 
a very confiderable refiftance to the Preflure ; 
in which cafe, a great part, or the whole of 
the vitreous Humour is difcharg’d, and the 
 Cataraé fometimes remains behind, which 
will not admit of a fecond Attempt to an 
Operation. 

. Bur it fometimes happens, that he Cafa- 
-vacét immediately follows the Divifion of the 
Cornea, without making any external Preffure 
upon the Globe, owing probably to the invo- 
‘luntary Contraction of the Mufcles of the 


Globe, which draw the Eye inwards, and 


comprefs it on every fide. 

Tuis Operation cannot be properly per- 
formed but upon fuch as have the power of 
Keeping their Eyes from rolling about ; and 
‘therefore it muft not be undertaken in thofe 
Subjects who were born with Cataraé?fs, as their 
Eyes are always in Motion, where the Difeafe 
is not complicated with the Gutta Serena. 
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Tun Speculum Oculi muft never’ be made 
ufe of in this Operation, fince the Compref- 
fion from the Inftrument will be found to be 
fo great'as to fqueeze out the whole of the 
vitreous Humour, even before. the Operator 
can make the Wound fufficiently large through 
the Cornea, for the — of the Chry/lalline 
Humour. : 

Ir very often Hepatol that a part of the 
vitreous Humour is difcharged in the moft fuc- 
cefsful Operation ; but I have. feldom known 
it happen otherwife in fuch Cafes than to be _ 
foon reftor’d, and the Eye to refume its na- 
tural Figure, by being replenifhed either with: 
a freth fupply of the vitreous or aqueous Hu- 
mour, or both. 4 

Tur Inflammation fucceeding this Operation 
is generally very confiderable ; but neither that, 
nor the Operation, feems to be very painful. 
It is frequently. feveral Weeks after the Ope- 
ration, before the Inflammation of the Eye is. 
difperfed. 

Durinc this State it fhould be treated with. 
emollient Fomentations, and cooling Oint- 
ments, and the Patient's Body kept open. 

Ir the Cornea of the right Eye is to be di- 
vided, the Operator places himfelf in the fame 
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fituation as has been already directed, fup-. 


pofing he has a power of ufing his left Hand 
to advantage; but if he has not a fafficient 


command of his left Hand, he muft ftand be-~ 


hind the Patient, and, after having lifted up 
the fuperior Eye-lid, ufe his right Hand; his 
Affiftant at the fame time ftanding before the 


Patient, and holding down the under Eye-lid 


with the fame precautions already given. 

WuEeEn the Cornea is divided, and the Capfula 
-of the Cataract wounded, the Affiftant muft 
prefs gently upon the inferior part of the Globe 
of the Eye, and {queeze out the Catarad. 


Tue Knife to be made ufe of in this cafe 


is exactly like that which is ufed in the per- 


formance of the Operation of cutting the Iris, 


enly that it muft be about three times as broad 
and about twice as thick, - 
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Remarks upon the different Operations of Couch- 
ing, and of opening the Cornea, and extract- 
ing the difeafed Chryftalline Humour, or Ca~ 
taract. 


PON the whole I muft profefs from 

the ftrict Attention I have payed to the 
Succe(s arifing from the Method of deprefling — 
the Cataracé with the couching Needle, and 
to the Succefs accruing from the Method of 
opening the Cornea, and extracting the Ca- 
taraéi, vay Opinion is clearly in favour of 
the former Operation; unlefs the. Chryfalline 
fhould have paffed through the Pupil and be 
lodged in the anterior Chamber of the Eye. 
There are certainly many inconveniences, to 
which the practice of opening the Cornea, Se. 
is liable, that do not happen to Couching: 
The moft remarkable of which are thefe; 

In opening the Cornea, the Patient feldom 
has Refolution enough to keep the Eye fufhici- 
ently fteady to admit of the Incifion being made 
large enough through that Coat without wound- ) 
ing the Iris: Under which Circumftances, the 

| Opera-_ 
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Operator Is ereatly embarrafled: And even, 
when the Incifion through the Cormea is made 
fufficiently large without injuring the Iris, it is 
often with great Difficulty that the Cataract is 
extracted: Nay fometimes the Extraction of it 
is impracticable ; owing principally to the {mall- 
nefs of the Pupil, (if the Operation be per- 
formed on a bright Day, and ina light Place, 
which is improper.) When that unhappily 
proves to be the Cafe, the Operation is not 
only unfuccefsful, but the Eye generally 
fuffers fo much from the Attempt, as renders 
any farther chance for Relief improbable. 
SoMETIMES the Globe of the Eye fuppurates 
and waftes in confequence of the fubfequent 


Inflammation, which is almoft always very 


great and |‘ of lon@continuance. 
Wen the Operation proves the moft fuc- 
cefsful, fo far as relates to the Size of the 


Aperture of the Cornea, and expulfion of the 


Cataraé, the Cicatrix of the Cornea, confequent 
upon the healing of the Incifion, is fometimes 
oppofite to the inferior Portion of the Pupil, 
(occafioned by the Wound not being made 
low enough) by which means, the Rays of 
Light are rendered incapable of paffing in a 
direct Courfe to the bottom of the Eye. Some- 

times 
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times the Light is alrnoft totally obfttudied ia 
its paflage from the general. Thicknefs and 
Cloudinefs of the Cornea, arifing from the 
ereatnefs of the Inflammation, and the length 
of time it has continued. Sometimes the 
Pupil lofes its circular form, and at other 
times it becomes totally contracted from. the 
Violence done to the Tunica Iris: The lak 
Circumfiance of a Contraction of the Pupils I 
faw happen in both Eyes of a Woman which 
underwent this Operation. 

For thefe feveral Reafons, as well as becaufe 
the Operation is more difficuitly executed than 
that of Couching, (even when the Eye is 
preferved in the moft immoveable pofition) } 
am inclined to believe that the Operation of 
Couching will fill prevail. @ 

From the refult of my own Experience, 
J am convinced the Operation of Couching i i 
attended. with greater fuccefs than, the other 
Method of practice ; and therefore I recommend 
it as the moft advifeable Operation of the two 

In Couching, the only Objections I lees 
of to the Operation are thefe ; 3 

Tue Cataraét is liable to rife again after 
it has been deprefied; and fh ete it is Im- 


pothible to effect the Depreffion of it at the 
firtt 


CASES: i SuRGERY™ 
‘firft Attempt, without ufing too much. Violence 
in the Operation. 

AGAIN, , the ae in Couching is 
pafled through all the Coats that compofe the 
Globe of the Eye, except the Cornea ; to wit, 
the Tunica Conjunétiva, Tunica Albuginea, Tu- 
nica Sclerotica, Tunica Chorotdes, and Tunica 
Retina, from piercing Sethe lait of which thofe 
Head-aches and hooting Pains in the Globe 
of the Eye, which are fometimes known to 
follow this Operation, may reafonably . be fup- 
pofed principally to proceed; whereas. in the 
other Operation, the Tunica Cornea, and the 


thin Expanfion it receives from the Tunica. 


Conjunttiva, are the only Parts concerned in 
the Compofition of the Globe of the. Eye 
that are, or at leaft ought to be, wounded, 
except the 4ranea or Capfula of the Chry/talline 
Humour: But as many Patients, that are 
couched, although they undergo this Opera- 
tion two or three feveral times, have no fub- 
fequent Pain in the Head, and very little In- 
flammation of the Eye; thefe Symptoms muft 
not be expected as certain Confequences of the 
Operation; and when they do happen, it mutt 
be remembered that they are in gener al only 
ETP Afflictions. 


{J > 


A 


95 


96 


*Caszes m Sure ERY. 

As to the inconvenience of the Cataraét 
rifing again, though this may truly be looked 
upon as an unlucky Circumftance, and fuch 
an Incident as one would wifh could be pro- 
vided againft; yet there is this confolation 
attending it, that the Operation may very 
fafely be repeated, and with a good profpect of 
Succefs; unlefs fome uncommon Pheenome- 
non fhould occur to forbid it: And notwith- 
ftanding it fome times happens that the 
Cataraét cannot be deprefied with the Needle in 
the Operation; it muft not be concluded from 
thence that the Operation will certainly be 
unfuccefsful: For it does fome times turn out, 
contrary to expectation, that the Cataradf 
gradually fubfides in confequence of the Vio- 
lence done to the Capfula of the Chry/taliine 
Humour and its nutrient Vefiels, as well as on 
account of its removal from its bed in the 
Vitreous Humour; and the Patient is happily 
reftored to his Sight: An inflance of which 
has occurred to me in a Patient whofe Eyes 
Y lately couched. In the Operations neither 
of the Cataracts were deprefied, but only 
loofened, by being moved about with the 
Needle, and their Veffels deftroyed thereby: _ 
However, in fome time after the Operations, 


the 
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the Cataracts began to fubfide, and at length 


by their falling ‘down below the Pupils, the. 


Patient was reftored to Sight: This inftance, 
Town, is an uncommon one; but it is far 
from being fingular: And I doubt not but 
fomewhat of the like kind muft have happened 
to Men of experience in this Operation; and 
that fuch an-Event is not only poffible, but 
probable, we may learn from its having -been 
obferved that Catarac/s in the Eyes of Men, 
‘as well as in Animals, do fometimes fubfide 
of themfelves without any Ait ; owing with- 
out doubt to a natural Decay, or Rupture ef the 
Veffels and Capfula of the Chry/talline Humour. 

Ir the firft Operation that was performed. 
upon thefe Eyes had not proved fuccefsful, it 
is very probable a fecond might have been. fo: 
Which would have been advifeable for the 
Patient to have fubmitted to; as a Repetition 
of the Operation is reafonable, and frequently 
practifed with Succefs, when the Eye is free 
from Inflammation, and the Cataraéd poffefles 
its original Situation: Unlefs, as has already 
been obferved, there fhould be any particular 
Reafon to object to it. 
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CASE XL 


Of an extraordinary Tumourin the right 


Orbit of the Eye. 


_ S. aged 42, had a large fchirrous Tumour 
* formed in the fuperior part of the Orbit, 


which had been erowing feven, Years, and 
had at length acquired fo great a Size as to 


puth the Globe of the Eye confiderably down- 


wards, and out of its Socket. | It. appeared at 


‘firft in the fhape of a {mall moveable Swelling, 


which took its rife under the upper Eye-lid. 


Tue Tumour, increafed. gradually, and’ 


without Pain for the four firft Years. For the) 


three Jaft Years it became very: troublefome,’ 
and, full of Pain, which extended to the whole: 


of. that fide of the Head. 


Tue Sight of the Eye became ‘tapairhifi ino 


proportion to. the Increafe of the ‘Lumour: 


On the zoth of March) 1749;: he: was’ 


admitted in the, Hoipital, and in ten Days) 


afterwards it was cut out. 
Tue. Tumour |;was found to ey fee 


from the outer Corner to within a very little: 


ot 
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of the inner Gorner of the Eye, and quite to 
the boreb.ol Théo Sooke. ‘The Operation 
was difficult, and attended with confiderable 
Pain, which continued for feveral Days; after 
which, he became perfely eafy.. During the 
Cure, there was a large Difcharge from the 
Wound; in about eight Weeks ihe Wound 
was healed, and he continued perfectly ealy. 
His Sight was much the fame as _ before 
the Operation. 


R & MA. RR, 


Wuewn the Eye is thruft out of the Orbit 


‘by a fubjacent Tumour, the Tumour fre- } 


quently takes its rife from the Brain itflf; 
which Circumftance renders the Operation im- 
practicable. Sometimes the Tumour, though 


it.arifes within the Orbit, is of a cancerous 


nature, and affecting all the Contents of the 
Orbit, renders the abfolute Removal of it im- 
poflible. ‘Thefe Circumftances have brought 


the Operation into Difrepute. But there may 


be. a Species of {chirrhous Tumour within the 

Orbit, where the Operation may be attended 

with Succefs. . | 
JNotwirusTanpine, that:after the Cure 


in the preceding Inftance, the Eye remained 
| ri 2 in 
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in the Pofition it was before the Operation, 
and with the fame Iniperfection of Sight (from 
probably the Compreffion which the ’ optic 
Nerve had fuftatned) yet the Patient being free 
from Pain, and in every other refpect perfectly 
well, was fufliciently recompenfed sia the Pain 
of the Operation. 


Cod A Ps 


The Manner of performing the Operation. 


r 582 Method I took for the performance 


‘of the Operation was this: I placed the 


‘Patient in a Chair with the back part of his — 
Head leaning upon a Pillow, which was laid: 
upon an adjoining Table of about three Feet 
‘high. In this Situation his Head was firmly — 
fupported by means of a proper Affiftant, whilft 
IT proceeded to make an Incifion upon the 
Tumour with a round pointed Knife. The? 
firft Incifion was fo contrived as to extend a 
little beyond cach extremity of the Swelling, 
and to incline with its Horns towards the Globe 


of the Lye. 


IMMEDIATELY or ppofite to the firft Incifiow 


‘I made a fecond, equally long, and in fuch a 


Dir eCtion, 
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Diretion ) that its horned, Extremities might 
‘correfpond and. join with thofe of the firft 


~Incifion. 


> ‘Tue Incifions were at)once, made through 


the Integuments, and.that portion of | the 


Orbicular Mufcle which forms a part of the 
upper Eye-lid. When I had thus far, pro- 


ceeded, I carefully diffected out the Tumour 
“from its bottom, with the piece of Integuments, 


and Orbicular Mufcle of the Eye-lid annexed 
to it. 


THER® was no Application required for 


seftraining the Bleeding of the Wound, but 
_ Lint and Flower affifted by moderate preflure, 


In this, and every other Operation, where 


: the Knife is made ufe of, it is neceflary to 
have an Affiftant at hand with a Bafon of 
_warm Water, and a bit of foft Spunge, to wipe 
» away the Blood occafionaily, that the Operator 
4, may not be embarrafled in his Puruits, 
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Of an uncommon Tumour upon "be Raf f 
the Mouth. 


B. aged 40, had a Tumour formed upon 

* the Roof of his Mouth, which at length 
had arrived to fo great a Size, as to prevent 
his feeding upon any thing but Liquids. The 
Tumour had been'growing about feven Years, 
and at length poflefied the whole Roof of the 
Mouth. ‘He came to London im Sfuneo 7a, 
and was admitted into the Hofpital under my 
Care In confideration of the foregoing Cir- 


‘cumftances, and the Improbability ‘of pro- 


curing Relief by any other Methods, it was 


‘recommended to him to have it cut out; but 


at the fame time the Operation was judged 
hazardous from the Hemorrhage that. might 
probably arife fromr it, and the Difficulty of - 
{topping it, as had happened fometime ago 
in a familar Cafe; but.as no other Methods 
could be thovght on. for bis Relief, I under- 
took the Operation, and) perfermed/it in) the 


THE 
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THE Patie ent ba eing proper ily feated, and 


fecured,; a piece: of W ood was. placed betwixt- 
the Teeth on the left fide of his Mouth;. 
and acurved Knife, fuck as. Gardeners make. 
ufe of in pruning Trees, was conveyed to. 
the pofterior part of the Tumour, with which: 


I effectually feparated the Tumour from its 
Bats... The Hemorrhage that. enfued upon the 
Operation was fo trifling, as to require no pains 
in Ttopping it. -But ina few Hours afterwards, 
a,confiderable Artery. burft. out, which. bled 
freely, and could not. be reftrained by Pref- 
fure, or other gentle means. Seeing this, and 
confidering the Impoifibility of ufing the 
Needle and Ligature to advantage, I had re- 
courfe to the actual Cautery, which an{wered 
the End, and the Patient was perfectly. cured 
in three Weeks, without-farther trouble. 
Upon opening the Tumour it was found to 


confit of a firm cartiiaginous Subftance mixed | 


with long baaey Particles. - 


REMARK. 


Tre actual Cautery is hardly-ever sep ufe 
of in England by Surgeons of the preient Age, 


toi ftop bleedings.: |The crooked Needle and: 


Ligature are for many Reafons juftly prefer rd 
| 4 | to 
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tote, "Bat neverthelefs, there are fome In- ~ 
{tances where the actual Cautery will be found 
neceflary, as the preceding Cafe undoubtedly 
proved. 
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Of two Operations performed upon the Tonjils. 


THE Tonfils, vulgarly called the Al- 
monds of the Ears, are two remarkable 
Glands of the SaAvary kind, of a reddith 
Colour, fituated on each fide of the Bafis of 
the Tongue. The Tonfils are fubje€t to a 
variety of Difeafes proceeding from a variety of 
Caufes, which Difeafes, according to their dif- 
ferent Circumftances, are known to require 
different Methods of treatment. An Inflam- 
mation of thefe parts arifing from flight Fe- 
vers is a very common Complaint; in confe- 
quence of which it fometimes happens that 
one or both of thefe Glands become fo enlarged 
(notwithftanding the Attempts to relieve the. 
Patient by repeated Bleedings, Purgings, Clyf- 
ters, and Blifters, affifted with the moft power- 


ful Gargarifms) as to bring on a difficulty of 


Breathin gy 
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Breathing, frequent Wretchings, and inability 
of Swallowing, even the thinneft Liquids, but 
with the greateft Difficulty ; in fuch Inftances 
I have oftentimes found the practice oi Scarify. 


ing the Tumour or Tumours has given aimoft- 
immediate Relief, by evacuating a Quantity 


of Matter which has been deeply lodged in 
their Subftances; and at other times, when 
no Impofthumation has yet been formed, 
(though the Swelling has been very great and 
alarming) the Incifions, by dividing the in. 
veiting Membrane, and difchar ging a Quantity 
of Blood from the Bodies of the Tonfils, have 


gradually removed the Tenfion, and diminifhed ° 


the Sizes of thefe enlarged Bodies to the great 
eafe and fafety of the Patient, who was before 
in continual Apprehenfions, and fome Danger 
of Suffocation. The manner of performing 
‘this Operation is, by gently preffing down the 
Tongue with a Spatula, or the handle of a 
common filver ‘Table-fpoon held in the left 
and, whilft with the right Hand fuch an 
Inftrument as is generally made ufe of for 
dancing the Gums of Children. may be con- 
veyed down to the difeafed Part, with which 
two or three deep Incifions of at leaft the third 


pant of an Inch long muft be made into the 


fub- 
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fubftance of  eache Swelling, (provided both’. 


Tonfils be difeafed.) ‘This Operation’ is’ not 
attended with much Pain or Difficulty: if the 
Inftrument be very tharp: The benefit accru- 
ing from it is not merely a temporal one in 


all Cafes, for it fometimes happens (unlefs [ 


am greatly miftaken) that the Events of this 
Method are fo fuccefsful as to prevent a return 


of the Swelling, owing probably to the entire: 


Divifions of the invefting Membrane, ‘and to 
the firm Cieatrices which ‘are formed: in’ the 
Body of the Gland, or Glands, confequent upon 
healing of the Incifions. I am’ led into this 

Opinion from having known fome Subjects 
who were alarmed and harraffed with thefe 
Complaints, fometimes once, fometimes twice 
a Year, arifing from Colds and Fevers before 


L hed treated them in this manner but fince: 


they have undergone this Operation they have: 


not, as before, been liable to a return’ of thefe 
troublefome Swellings, although their Fevers 
have cceurred as ufual: T once faw an Inftance 
ofa Tonfil fo exceffively enlarged as to’ oc- 


cupy almoft the whole of the roof of the — 


Mouth ;' and to refift every Attempt to its re= 


moval but Excifion, of which, on account of 
- very extraordinary Circumftances' attending 


this — 
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| inthe following Words. HIN 6 

En the middle of Yanuary, in the Year 737 
Tvl. aged.44. Years, . was attacked.with a 
Cold and Fever,. accompanied with a, Com- 
_ plaint in his Throat; this Symptom increafed 
till the 34ft_of the following Month of March, 
: when he was put under my Care :..The. Cir- 
 cum*ftances attending his Diforder were thefe, 
: He was incapable of taking any kind of 


- Nourifhment but fuch as was. quite liguid ; 


he could not {peak fo as to make himfelf un- 
| derftood, but with great. difficulty ; and. he had 


_ been afflicted for the three or four latt Weeks, ° 


with, feyere Pains in his right Ear, anda 
-deafnek, (owing I fuppofe to the Preffure 
which: was.made upon the neighbouring ex. 
tremities of the Eu/lachian Tubes 3) upon look- 


ofan enormous fize ; its {hape refembled that 
of am Egg, with its Bafis looking towards 
the, Ayophagus.. The {welling extended jtfelf 
fo..far forwards as. to approach very neatly to 
the, Roots.of the Denies ‘dacifiot, and, Dentes 
Cami of the upper, Jaw. On. the right fide 


it, extended itfelf {0 far as to come in conta& 


with all the Dentes Molares of. the fame fide: . 


; aie 


4 


this Cafe, I am inductd.to, givea minute, detail) 


ing into. his Mouth there appeared a Tumour, 
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of the Jaw, to which feveral parts, as well as to 
almott the whole of the Roof of the Mouth, 
it, firmly adhered: The pofterior part of the 
Tumour extended fo far down the i/o Lfophagus as 


to render it impracticable for me to reach be-— 


yond its Limits with my Finger. The Surface 


of the, Swelling was perfectly fmooth and 


fhining, and was uniformly covered with the 


fame thin. Membrane (Expithelion) that natu- 
sally invefts the Mouth. From the fize of the 
Tumour the Uvula was fo much removed from 
its original Situation, as to be brought con- 
fiderably. forwards, and was fo far pufhed to 
the left fide of the upper Jaw as to prefs for- 
cibly againft the two laft of the Dentes Molares 
on that fide: From the fize of the Swelling, 


| as well as from the preflure which the neigh- 


3 bouring Parts had {uftained, there was no 
difcovery to be made of the Velum pendulum | 


Palat?, At the beginning of the Difeafe, the 


Patient had been treated i in the Methods gen 
nerally directed for the removal of inflamed — 
fore Throats proceeding from Plethora’; that 


js, he had. been let blood, been purged and 
bliftered, but without fuccefs, feeing that thefe | 


Endeavours had not only proved uhequal to 


the Relief of his Diforder, but on the contrary, | 
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that ic had ‘gradually encreafed, and {till con- 
tinted to do fo, I thought it advifeable to 
puncture the Tumour, which I did in feveral 
places ‘with the point of a Lancet, on prefump- 
tion that it might poftibly contain a Fluid, or if 
‘it did not contain a Fluid (which T rather judged 


‘tobe the cafe, and as the Experiment proved) 


ite imagin’d ° that the Veéflels might’ poflibly ‘be 


‘unloaded from the difcharge of Blood confe- 


“quent upon: thefe Punctures, or at leaft thatthe 


_Tenfion might be fo far removed/as to ‘give 
‘time for the trial of emollient Fomentations, 
‘ ‘fuch as the Steam of warm Milk and “Water 
: ‘conveyed to the Part by the help of a Funnel, 
which was for fome time ufed, but ineffec- 
| ‘tually, the Tumour encreafing with an encreafe 


_-of the Symptoms :. For thefe Reafons J deter- 
4 mined upon cutting it out, which, though I. 
..¢onfidered as a very difficult, tedious, and 
: 4 troublefome Operation to effect, was neverthe~ 


lefs executed i in the following manner. 


‘Tue Patient being placed in a feat of a 


: convenient height, and his Head fupported in 
as fteady a pofture as, poflible, I fixed a bit of 


Wood betwixt the upper and lower Jaw on 


4 ‘the left fide, which by an Affittant was OC- 


cafionally retained in that fituation, during the 
far 
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farther proceffes of the Operation: This being 
effected; I made a circular Incifion with a com- 
mon round pointed diflecting Knife, in idles 


manner as to feparate the Tumour from the 


lateral and anterior Parts of the Roof of the 
Mouth; after which I endeavoured at the 
Extirpation of it from its Bafis with a Knife 
that had a. Blade made in a peculiar form : 


‘I found this Inftrument extremely ufeful. on: 


the Occafion, and as. it may probably be 


thought (o in future Cafes of the like nature, 


{ have annexed a Print of it to this Chapter ; 


; by. which means the Reader will have a clearer 
Idea of it than he could have had from any 
verbal Defcription I am capable of giving him. 
The manner in which I uted this ‘Knife was | 


by introducing the Edge of the Blade, as far 


‘as. I poflibly could, beyond the Extent of the 
‘Swelling on its right fide ; then, by bringing 


st forwards, | directed it carefully betwixt the 


“Extent of the Tumour on the fame fide and 


the Uvula;.in this Attempt I was fuccefsfal 


“enough to remove the greateft part of the’ 


“Swelling ; when, that was effected the Patient 


“was obliged feveral times to cleanfe away the 
“Blood which difcharged very freely, but by 
“dhe Rept of equal parts of cold Water and 


- Vinegar, 
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Vinegar, the Hemorrhage was foon ftopped. 
I then proceeded to a removal of the remaining 
Part of the Tumour, which I accomplithed 
with the fame Knife, affifted with an Hook. 
After this Attempt the Wound bled freely, 
but was reftrained in the fame manner as 
before. 

For feven or eight Days after the pein 
there were feveral pieces of Sloughs which 
digefted off by the ufe of deterfive Gargarifms, 
at the end of which time the Patient began 
- to feed upon Solids. The Day after the Opera- 
tion his Refpiration became free, and at the 
end of three Weeks he had almoft recovered 
his ufual Tone of Voice. No Applications were 
made to the Wound after the Day of the Ope- 
ration but a Gargarifm of Barley-Water, made 
pretty fweet with Honey of Rofes, to which 


was added an eighth part of ‘Tincture of 


Myrth. Before 1 waderose the Operation 


there was no determining what gave rife to the 


Tumour, but after it was cut out it feemed 


to be nothing more than the right Tonfil 
which had encreafed to this extraordinary fize. 
The Body of the Tumour was folid, and on 
its Surface it exactly refembled an inflamed 


Tonfil, but upon infpedting its internal Part 
the 
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the Texture of it appeared to be more loofe 


-and fpungy than thofe Bodies naturally are. 


There was not the leaft appearance of a Schir- 
rus in any part of it, as is fometimes known 
to be the cafe in Difeafes of thefe Glands 
which under fome Circumftances do require, 
and fafely admit of extirpation by Ligature. 
About fix Months ago I was confulted by a 
Patient who had long laboured under a difti- 
culty of Swallowing, anda flight Deafneds, at- 
tended with a croaking Tone of Voice; upon 
looking into his Throat I difcovered that the 
right Tonfil was enlarged to the fize of a 
Pigeon’s Ege ; it was unequal in its Surface, 


hard to the Touch, and appeared in Colour and | 


Form like a white conglomerate Gland. I ad- 
vifed the Extirpation of the Tumour, which was 
confented to, and I performed the Operation in 
the following manner. The Patient being feated 
in a Chair of a proper height, with his Mouth 
wide open, I pafled an Eye Probe, with a Liga- 
ture fixed to its broad end, down the Throat, 
and directed it beyond the Gland; the end of 
the Probe to which the Ligature was fixed was 


bent in the form of a Semicircle;, after the 


Probe had been pafied beyond the Bafis of the 
Tumour it was pulled gently forwards on the 
oppofite 


tages Sa 
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eppolite fide of the Gland quite out of the 
Mouth. The Probe was then cut away, and 
the Ligature being firft tied upon the Bafis of 
the Tumour, with the Surgeons Knot, was after- 
wards farther fecured by tying upon it a fecond 
and third time in a common manner. The 
Ligature was the thicknefs of a common Tent 
Probe, compofed of Shoemaker’s Thread 
twilted tightly together, and well waxed; the 
Tumour dropped off in eight Days, and the 
Patient got rid of his feveral Complaints. But 
in the Cafe of ‘f. M. p. 107, the Swelling was 
fo differently circumftanced as rendered it im- 
practicable to execute its Removal by any other . 
means than by Excifion, which Operation, 
‘though it might reafonably be apprehended 
to be attended with fome hazard on account 
of the Hemorrhage that might probably enfue, 
was neverthelefs moft certainly adviteable from 
| the prefling Circumftances which attended the 
| Cafe. It may be obferved that the difficulty 
of Breathing in this Cafe proceeded from two 
| Cautes; firtt from the fize of the Tumour; 
| which was fo large as to poflefs almoft the 
| whole of the Pharynx which is fituated imme- 
diately above, and leads to the Rrmula of the 
| Larvnx and the Epiglottis: Secondly, from the 
i | great 


the 
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- great degree of preffure which it made upon 
the Velum Pendulum Palati, which neceffarily 
cut off thofe Communications that ina found 
{tate fubfifted betwixt the Noftrils and the 
Afpera Arteria, and which ferve to convey 
the Air into the ea in the Ads of In- 


{pir ation. 
REMARK. 


Tr aftringent Wafhes had not proved equal 


to the fuppreflion of the Hemorrhage ariling 


from the divided Veflels I had prepared for 
that purpofe the actual Cautery, which muft 
have been made ufe of. ‘This I have in the 
former Cafe of 4.> B.. advited “for . the. ‘ke 
Operation if neceflary ; but where the ufe of 


the a€tual Cautery is not found to be abfo- 


lutely neceffary, it fhould be difcarded in fa- 


vour of fuch Methods as are known to be 


jefs painful, as well as lefs terrible to the | 
Patient. ‘This Operation I have given fo par- 
ticular an Account of fucceeded to my Defire, 
fo far as related to the removal of the Tu- 
mour, and the prefent Relief of the Patient; 
but in a few Months afterwards he was attacked — 


with an Afthma and a gradual Decay, for — 


which he went into the Country for the be- — 
neht 
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nefit. of the Air, but with no great profpect 
of Recovery... As I had not an Opportunity of 
hearing of him fince he left me, I am uncer- 
tain what was the Eyent of his IInefs; but it 
is moft probable he did not live many Months, 
fince there was too great reafon to believe his 
Lungs were attacked with the fame kind of 
Diforder. Of this I fhould certainly have fa- 
tisfied myfelf had I been acquainted with his 
Death, and could have gained permiffion to 
infpect the Body, . 
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Of an encyfted Tumour fituated upon the fore- 
~ part of the Neck, fuccefsfully extirpated, 


7 4 B,a Girl of about 14 Years of Age, 
™“* had a Tumour formed upon the fore- 
part of the Neck, immediately beneath, and 
onthe left fide of the Thyroid Cartilage; the 


‘Tumour had been growing about four Years, 


and was at length become fo troublefome from — 


its Situation and Size, as to occalion a Diffi- 
_culty.in breathing, and a total Inability of 
_dwallowing any thing but Liquids. It vas of 

[-2 the 


i Bs 


116 


Casts a SuRGERY, 


the encyfted kind, and compofed of a quat- 


tity of Fluid. Its Situation was betwixt the 


‘Afpera Arteria and the Afophagus, as appeared 
in the Operation. It was cut out, and the 
Patient did well in a few Weeks. But on ac- 
count of its deep Situation, only a part of the 
Cyft was diffected out, the reft of it came 
away in a few Days afterwards with the Dref- 
fings. ‘The Patient, fince the Operation, has 
been free from any Inconvenience in breath- 


ing or {wallowing ; and is otherwife perfectly 


well, 
REMARK, 


THERE is a Species of Tumour fometimes 
formed betwixt the /pera Arteria and. the 
LEfopbhagus, which from its {chirrous Nature, — 
extent of its Bafis, and deep Situation, renders 
all Attempts to Extirpation unadvifeable.° An 
Inftance of which Tu/pius has given us in the 
44th Chapter of his firft Book of Ob/ervations. 

A Case fimilar to that, I was confulted 
about fome time ago, in a Man 55 Years of 
Age. The Tumour increafed {fo fat, as to 
deftroy him ina few Months. But where the 
Tumour is differently circumftanced, both as 
to its Nature and Contents, the Operation is ad- 

| vifeable 
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vifeable, as the preceding Inftance undoubtedly 


proves. The Succefs of which fufficiently war- 


ranted the Undertaking. 

For the manner of Operating fee Cafe XI, 
page 100. This Method differed in nothing ma- 
terially from the. Method that is there dire@ted 
to be purfued, except that a part only of the 
Cyft was cut away for the Reafons already 
‘given in this, Cafe. 


‘ae ee Aa 


Of a Steatoma, po/feffing the greatef} part of the 
Neck on one fide, fuccefsfully extirpated, . 

G. aged 45, had a large Tumour on the 

* right fide of her Neck, which had been 

growing for twenty Years. It was much larger 

at its Bafisthan at any other Part, and extended 

from the right maftoid Procefs to the Clavie 


on the fame fide; and from all the Vertebre of 


the Neck to the maftoid Mufcle, under which 


a part of ‘the Tumour was fituated. The 


Tumour -was not attended with Pain, but had 
of late become io infupportable from its fize, 
as to. render her incapable of fervice. Under 
thefe Circumftances the applied to me. I faw 
no Objection to the Operation, and accordingly 


ae advifed 


is ye 
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advifed it, which was complied with. There 
was no extraordinary Circumftance or Difficulty 
attending the Operation, but that it required 
fome Care and Nicety in diffeing out that 
part of the Tumour which lay under the maftoid 
Mufele upon the internal juglar Vein, and 
carotid Artery. There was bu ert, Vetiel which 
required tying, (a Circumt Bice very uncom- 


f shih weighed 


mon in a Swelling of this 
near four Pounds.) 
In the Operation, all that 


5 ; e 
ogg 


‘pe yart of ‘the Tra- 
pezius Mufcle covering the Rick part of the 
Neck, was laid bare. The whole of the Pla- 
tyima Myoides was taken away with the Tu- 
mour, and the Coriacebyei dirt Mufele appeared 
in view. After the Tumour was removed, 
and the Hemorrbage ceafed, I pafied the Needle 
and Ligature twice through the Integuments, 
in a tranfverfe Direction, to prevent their Re- 
traction; by which means I hoped the Cure 
might be haftened. This feemed to have the 
defired Effect, and the Wound was eet 
healed in fix Weeks. 


REMARK. 


In all fteatomatous Tumours it ig 
neceflary to remove the whole of the Swelling 
if poffible; and not to truft to the effects of 

| Dreffings 
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Drefiings for the Removal of any part ig is 
left behind. 

I uave known an Inftance, where, by 
trufting to this Method, it has been found ne- 
ceflary to repeat the Operation, which feldom 
fails to bring a Reflection upon the Surgeon. 

I once knew an Inftance of this kind in 
the Cafe of a Steatoma, which grew in the 
inner Corner of the Eye. Its Bafis was fitu- 
ated upon the Lachrymal Sac; which it was 
apprehended there was a Danger of wounding 
with the Knife. On this account, a very 
{mall fhare of the Tumour was left behind. 
This in a few Months afterwards, arrived to 
the fize of the former Swelling, and required 
a Repetition of the Operation, which was then 
effectually executed, as I had an Opportunity 
of informing myfelf fome Years afterwards. 
For the manner of Operating fee the Cafe 


_of R.S. p. 100, in which the performance of © 


the Operation differed in no other refpect than 
in the fituation of the Patient and fize of the 
Wound. The Patient was feated in a Chair, 

with her Head and Neck held as ee and. 
as eae as poffible. 


ised 
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Of .an incurable Dzfeafe of the Afophe gus. 
HAVE already given an Inftance of a diffi- 


culty in Swallowing, which arofe from a 
preflure made upon the Hfophagus, by a con- 
fiderable ‘Tumour that appeared externally 
upon the Throat, and obferved that the Patient 


was cured in confequence of its Extirpation- 


I took notice likewife, that fome of thefe 
Tumours arifing in the neighbouring Parts, 
are not to be relieved by Operation, on account 
of the greatnefs of their Extent, Gc. 
Besipes the incurable Tumours to which 
thefe Parts are liable, there is another Species 
of Difeafe, which feems equally dreadful in its 
Confequences, and incapable of being relieved 
by Phyfic or Surgery. This Difeafe is but 
too common, though not, to my puns ins 


as yet deferibed by Writers. 


In Yuly, 1752, 2.4. a young Woman 
aged 25, was admitted into Gwy’s Hofpital, and 
put under the Care-of the Phylician, on 

account 
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&ccount of a Difficulty in Swallowing, with 
which fhe had been afflicted for fome Months. 
She had made ufe of all the Means that could 
be thought of in -Phyfic for ie Relief, but 
to no purpofe. | 

THERE was nothing appeared outwardly 
‘that could lead to the Ditcovery of the Ma- 
lady, but, fhe complained of a particular tight- 
nels in Swallowing, juft below the back part 
of the cricotd Cartilage. The Part affected 
was fituated too low to be looked into, but it 
was eatily difcovered by conveying down. the 
Throat a bit of Spunge faftened upon Whale- 


bone, and dipt in Sweet-Oil; which, though: 


very fmall, could not be made to pafs beyond 
it. She at lenght became incapable of taking 
any Nourithment, and died foon after. 
_ I openep the Neck after her Death, and 
carefully examined whether I could difcover 
any Swelling behind the /ophagus, or betwixt 
that and the Afpera Arteria; but there was 
nothing of this nature that could be feen. — 
_ Upon taking out the A/ophagus, it appeared 
confiderably thicken’d about an Inch i in length, 
jaft beneath the cricord Cartilage. 
Upon opening the At/ophagus length-ways, 


its we - red fo contracted in the difeafed 
i 


Par ¢ 
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Part asto be only juft capable of admitting a 
Paflage to.a common»:Probe... The. internal 
Coat ne the Lfophagus was in part ulcerated, 
and befmeared with Matter. 

Tue Larynx, Afpera Arteria, Bc. were 
found and well. | 


REM AR K. oe 

I am afraid this remarkable Cafe is one, 
amongft the many in Phyfic and Surgery, 
that could not pofflibly have been prevented, 
or even relieved, if its Nature had been ori- 
ginally known ; and that this Obfervation only 
tends to prove, what muft unavoidably be the 
Fate of other Patients in Difeates of the like 
Nature. 

HoweEVveER, as it is always a Satisfaction to 
the Surgeon, and implies Judgment in him 
to be able to prognotticate with fome Degree 
of certainty, what may probably be the Event 
of a future Difeafe of the like kind, and by 
this means prevent the adminiftring of many 
ufelefs Applications; for, thefe Reafons, this 
Obfervation probably may not be efteemed 
altogether ufelefs. 


CASE 
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Of a Tumour fituated upon the Forehead. 


7 HEN a Tumour, Excrefcence, or any 
W preternatural Appearance is born with 
Children, the Phenomenon is generally diftin- 
guifhed by the Name of a Mark, and attri- 
buted to fome particular Defire of the Mother 
during Pregnancy. There are fome of thefe 
Excrefcences which are Tumours of the 


encyfted kind, and though at firft they appear 


inconfiderable, yet it frequently happens that 
they do not remain long in that State, but by 
gradually increafing, at length arrive to a 
-confiderable Size, proving troublefome, and 


-unfeemly from their Situation and Appearance 2 


To prevent which, it is generally advifeable 
‘to remove the Tumour when fmall; by which 
“means much Pain is prevented, and the Scar 
arifing from the Wound becomes inconfider- 
able. | 


Iwas confulted fome Years fince in the 


Cafe of a Child near a Year old, who was. 


born with a Tumour of a Claret Colour upon 


the 
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the Face; it was at firft no bigger than a 
common Pea, but before fhe had arrived to 
that Age, the Tumour was increafed to the 
Size of a Wallnut. 

Ir was judged advifeable to have it cut out, 
which was done, and the Patient was cured in 
a little time. | 

For the manner of Operating, fee the Cafe 
of R.S. p. 100. | 


CoA S$ E XVII 


Of a Tumour fituated upon the Occiput. 


N the Year 1750, I was confulted in the 
Cafe of a Child, near two Years old, who 
had a Tumour fituated upon the Os Occipitis. 
The Tumour was as large as a Turkey’s Egg, © 
and appeared filled with a tranfparent Fluid. 3 
It arofe from the back part of the Brain, 


which was eafily difcovered, by examining the | 
Bafis of the Tumour. ‘There was a Defect — 


of almoft the whole of the Os Occipitis. The 
Child was lufty and ftrong, and had no vifible é 
Difeafe in its Limbs. I advifed nothing, but 
to defend the Tumour from external Acci.: 

| dents . 
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dents ;. but, the Parents being diflatisfied with 
my. Advice, confulted another Surgeon, who 
advifed the. Extirpation, of it, which: he did, 
and the Child died in a few Days afterwards. 


REMA R Ez. 


Tuis is a Species of encyfted ‘Tumour 
which is fometimes feated upon the Vertrebre 
of the Loins, fometimes upon the Vertrebre 
of the Back, and at other times upon thofe 
of the. Neck, Os Sacrum, or betwixt the Su- 
tures of the Scull: All of which I had feen 
before. But never before now had I ever, 


125° 


feen an Inftance of a Tumour of this kind - 


upon the Os Occipitss, Thefe ‘Tumours are 


to be diftinguifhed from all others by their 


Rife, Situation, the Circumftance of | their 
being always born with the Subject, who is 
generally afflicted with a partial Palfy ; and by 
their Contents, which are Fluid, and :com- 
‘monly tranfparent. 


linvett the Cerebrum, Cerebellum and Medutla 
| Spinalts : (To wit, the Dura Mater, Arach- 


nodes, 


TuHey take their rife. aca the Brain, or 
\{pinal Marrow, where there is a -vifible De. 
fect of the Bone; and are contained within 2. 
| Continuation of thofe Membranes that naturally 
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noiaes; and Pia Mater.) Which from the Cir- 
cumf{tance of the Spine, being, divided, or-rather 
defective in» its! Procefles in that particular 


part, has given'ithem the Name of Spine 


Bifide. 

Tue Practice of opening of thefe Tumours 
by Incifion, or otherwife, or taking them off by 
Ligature, has always proved fatal ; as hath been 
obferved by Tulpus, in the 2gth and oth 
Chapters of the 3d Book of his Odfervatzous ; 
and by Rayfcb, in his 34th, 35th, and 36th 
Obfervations. Ruyfch obferves, that Children 
thus afflidted, feldom live to fifteen Monthe 
old: However I knew an Inftance of a young 
Man of twenty Years old, who had one of 
thefe Tumours upon his Loins. He was heal- 


thy, but had laboured under a Paralyfis of vhis 


Legs from his Infancy ; which was not: fo _ 


bad: as to difable him from walkin 


From this Obfervation I would vita that 


it is always unadvifeable to attempt the Eytir-— 


pation, or opening of thefe Tumours ; which - 
piece of Advice has been peremptorily, deli- 


vered by Tulpius, in) the following Words. 


Cave Sis improvide unguat aperias, Quod. Lamm © 
facile occidit hominem. N. B. Ruyfeb has given 


us a Cafe like this in his 52d Objferveits, 


4 N. Ba 
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NY Bw Tes likewife inv my Opinion equally 
unadvifeable to perform any Operation upon the 
Head in that fpecies of difeafe known’ by the 
term, Hydrocephalus: Becaufe in alk: the) In. 
ftances I have feen of this Difeafe, the Water 
has been contained in the Ventricles of the 
Brain, from whence the Malady arifes,’ and 
by the Quantity of Water encreafing, the 
Subftance of the Gerebrum and Cerebellum has 
‘become gradually diftended, and formed what 
amay with propriety be termed the Cy/ of os 
‘Tumour. 


dNo Tt many Months ago I was eanfalted 


an the Cafe of a Child of 13 Months old, 


whofe Head was of an enormous fize; I adviféd 
that nothing fhould be done, but to defend the 
‘Partas much as could be from external In- 
juries. Soon after this, the Infant dyed, and 
I was defired to open the difeafed Part, which 
Idid in the pretence of feveral Gentlemen 
eminent/in the Profeflicns of Anatomy and 
Surgery. Upon examining into the Head, the 
Cerebrum and Cerebellum, appeared uniformly 
diftended; no one part of the Subftance of the 
“Cerebrum or Cerebellum. was more: than the 


‘fixth part: of an Inch thickso There was but. 


a very {mall appearance of Bone in the Head, 
\ 4 ot { 
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fo that. the Pericranium and Dura Mater were 
joined together almoft in every Part; in con- 
fequence of which, they might be {aid to form 
one thick and {trong Bag confifting of different 
Laming, thinly interfperied with incompleat 
bony Fibres. 

Tue Child was on a Month or fix Weeks 
before the expected time; about four Weeks 
after the Birth of the Child, its Head began to 
{well, ‘and continued to do fo till the time 
of its Death. The Child appeared fenfible, 
and merry amoft to the laft, and hada free 
Motion of its Arms, Legs and Eyes. It was 
not more droufy than Children miosis are, 
till a few Days before its Death. 


BPUBIEDEOUD DEWASLASCLOM DS. 
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of an extrasrdinary Difeafe of the Humerat 
Artery. 


HEWN a Bone, and its neighbouring 

Tendons and Ligaments are affeCted 
with Inflammation, Caries, &c. the Difeafe 
may fometimes exténd itfelf farther, fo as to 
affect the neighbouring Veflels; or it may 
probably happen, that the Difeafes of thefe 
particular 
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‘particular Parts may proceed from a previous 
“affection of thofe very neighbouring Veffels, 
from which they receive their Nourifhment 


-and Growth. 


C.D. was afflided with a Caries of the 
Joint of the Elbow, which was attended with 


fuch Circumftances as rendered the Amputa- | 
tion of the Limb neceflary: The Operation | 
‘was performed at a proper Diftance above the 


difeafed Part, and the Veflels were taken up by 
the Needle and Ligatures. | 


In-a few Days after the Ontrdbiniat the. 


humeral Artery became fo dilated above the 
Ligature as to. endanger its burfting.. Upon 


this Account, it was judged neceflary to per= 


form the Operation for the Aneuryfm, which 
-was done, and the Vellel was fecured by Liga- 
ture above the upper Extremity of its diftended 
Coats. After this Operation every thing. went 
feemingly well on for fome time, when fud- 
denly the Artery appeared again dilated, and 
~was in Danger of burfting above the fecond 
Ligature. Thefe Circumftances made it necef- 
fary to repeat the Operation for the Aneuryf{m ; 
from this time every thing went on fuccefsfully, 

nil the Stump was at the Point of being healed ; 
K . when, 
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when, quite unexpectedly, the Artery appeared 
a third time difeafed in the fame Manner as 
before; for which Reafon a third Operation 
for the Aneuryfm was determined upon, and 


: performed. 


Tue laft Operation was near to the Axz/las 
the Patient continued well from this time with- 
out any Relapfe. 


Query, Could the feveral Aneuryfms of the 
humeral Artery be attributed to the fudden 
Check alone, which the Blood met with from 
its Extremity being fecured by Ligature; or 
js it not more. reafonable to fuppofe, that the 
Coats of the Artery, nearly as high up as the 
Axilla, were originally difeafed and weakened ? 
The latter feems the moft reafonable way of 
accounting for thefe fucceffive Returns of the 
Difeafe of the Vefflel; fince it is found from 
Experience, that fuch Accidents have been 


very rarely known to occur after Anputations, 


either of the Arm, or Thigh, where nearly 
the fame Refiftance muft be made to the 
Circulation in every Subject of an equal Age 
and Vigour, who has undergone the like 
Operation. 


Inj 
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Ir it fhould be fuppofed that the feveral 
-Dilatations of the: Coats of the Veflels arofe 
‘merely from the Check in the Circulation ; it 
will not be eafy to account for the final Suc- 
cefs of this Operation; and efpecially when we 
refect, that the Force of the Blood is increafed 
IN proportion to its nearnefs to the Heart. 

Tue Nourifhment of the Stump may be 
accounted for, from the Ramifications arifing 
from the principal Trunk about the Wd 
which becoming dilated, in proportion to the 
Refiftance the Blood meets with in its paflage 


through the humeral Artery, were found: 


fufficiently numerous and lar rge enough to 
convey a proper fupply to the Parts beneath, 
Tus Species of Aneury{m I have been 
defcribing, is diftinguifhed by the Name of the 
true Aneuryim, and is a Difeafe which fre. 
quently happens to the Curvature of the Llorta, 
extending fometimes to both fides the Neck, 
fometimes producing vertigos, convulfive Fits, 
and admits of no other than a palliative Relief, 


; ie | CASE 


13f 


r3 


G ArsiBsSa (7720 Sad GER Ye 


ef nie els eer Sia gt ois eS 9S) Sa Si SS 1S, 
SES OG SSS SS SS IS SN Ie SF NS i SI IS 


OmA sSoB XX 


Of an Aneuryfi of the humeral Artery. 


H. M. aged 37, was admitted into the 
Hofpital in Yuly 1753, with a Difeale 


of the right Arm, which upon enquiry was 


found to be greatly {welled and enlarged. The 


‘Tumour extended from a little above the bend- 
ing of the Elbow, to pretty near the middle 


of the Cubit; and appeared fomewhat difco- 


‘loured, and pointed on its fuperior part. Upon 


prefing the Tumour, I difcovered a Flutua- 


tion, but there was not the leaft perceivable 
Pulfation. He informed me of his having been 
‘blooded in the Bafilic Vein about 13 Months 
ago, that he felt confiderable Pain from the 
Operation, and that the Blood was difcharged 


through the Orifice by leaps. Immediately 
after being blooded, he perceived a {mall Tu- 
mour to arife in the Neighbourhood of » the 
Orifice, which in a Week’s time had arrived 
to the Size of an Egg, and continued to in- 
creafe gradually for nine Months. For-a few 
Weeks after the Accident, the Limb was dif 

4 coloured 
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coloured from the Shoulder to the Writ, 
owing, without doubt, to the confinement of 
the extravafated Blood immediately under the 
two Integuments, Cuticula, and Cutis, and an 
infinuation of fome portion of it into the Cells 
of the Membrana Adipofa. He had contiderable 
Pain for the firft three Months. 


‘THe Operation was determined upon, and. 


Performed in the following Manner. The 
Tourniquet and Ligature being fixed upon the 
humeral Artery, and the Arm extended at its 
utmoft length, and fo placed upon a Table 


covered with a Blanket, .that the Tumour 


might look upwards, an Incifion was begun 
at the upper Extremity of the moft prominent 
Part of the Tumour, and continued downwards 


about three Inches, directing the Knife in — 


fuch a manner as to defcribe the half of an 
Oval; after this a fecond Incifion, correfpond- 
ing with the firft, was made on the oppofite 
Side; by which means an oval Piece of the 
Integuments was cut out. Upon a removal of 
the piece of Integuments, the Contents of the 
Tumour were difcharged. The Swelling con- 
fitted of a large Ball of coagulated Blood of 
-a fibrous Texture which was contained ina 
thick maa and appeared like the Coats of 

Se a 
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a Vein. Upon flackening the Tourniquet, 
the Wound of the humeral Artery appeared 
circular, and its Coats were difcoloured, and 
thickened at leaft an Inch above the Orifice. 
A crooked Needle with a Ligature was pafled 
under the Artery above the difeafed Part, and 
tied upon it. A dfecond Ligature was made 
upon the Artery below its Orifice, which 
fhould always be done to prevent the rik of 
an Hemorrhage from this Part; fince it has 
been found that by negleGting to do this, a 
confiderable Difcharge of Blood has enfued 
fome Days after the Operation, and the Pa- 
tient’s Life been brought into imminent Danger 
by a Reflux of Blood from the neighbouring 
Anaftomofes. And indeed I have feen it 
happen in this Operation, that after the Liga- 
ture was properly made upon the Veflel above 
the Part wounded, the Orifice upon the Tour- 
niguet and Ligature, being loofened, has bled 
very freely, fo that the making a fecond Liga- 
ture below the Pundture of the Vefiel has 
been found inftantly neceflary, which upon 
being executed the Hemorrbage has imme-_ 


diatcly ceafed. After the Operation, the Wound 


was drefled in the common manner, and the 


| Patient removed to bed. 


IMME- 
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IMMEDIATELY upon tying the Artery, he 
complained of a Numbnefs in his Fingers, 
and no Pulfation could be difcovered in his 
Writt; but in half an Hour after the Operation, 
a very regular Pulfation appeared, and his 
Numbnefs began to go off. 

From this time he went on very well for 
feveral Weeks, but was at length feized with 
general Convulfions attended with the Symp- 
tom of a locked Jaw, which killed him. 


Th MAS RAY 


Asa Pulfation inthe Part is one of the | 


principal Characteriftics, by which an Aneu- 
ryfmal Tumour is diftinguifhed from a Tu- 
mour proceeding from any other Canfe; the 
want of it in the preceding Cafe may be ac- 
counted for, from confidering the Diftance 
which the Artery was at from the Integu- 
ments, occafioned by the Quantity of extrava- 
fated Blood that lay upon the wounded Vef- 
fel: In this inftance, there could be no room 
to doubt of the Nature of the Difeafe, as the 
original Symptoms were a fufficient Proof of 
it) The want of Pulfation in this Inftance is 
fot fingular, fince by the fucceeding Cafes it 
will Bee? that they were likewife attended 

Ke“ es with 


135 


136 


Casts mum SURGERY. 


with the fame Circumftances, partly from the 
fame Caufe, and partly from the deep Situation | 
of the Veffel under the Ga/lrocnemit Mutcles, . 
which rendered their Pulfations equally im- 
perceptible. 

Tue Circumftance of a locked Jaw is no. 
very uncommon Symptom ; it fometimes comes 
gradually on after a Wound, ‘a Fracture of a 
Bone, Diflocation, or in Confequence of the 
Stricture made upon the Arteries, and their 
neighbouring Parts by Ligatures ; at other 
times, this Symptom happens ona fudden, and 
is generally the Fore-runner of a fpeedy Diffo- 
lution. But there are Inftances where thefe 
Symptoms have been effectuaily removed by. 
cordial Medicines and large Blifters applied to 
the whole of the back part and fides of the 
Neck, without the affiftance of Opiates. 

Two Inftances of which fuccefs, I remem- 
ber to have feen within thefe few Years. It 
is generally advifed upon undertaking an Ope- 
ration of this kind upon the Arm, to have 
the Amputating Inftraments in readinefs, left 
a Mortification fhould enfue upon the Parts 


beneath the Ligatures, in contequence of an 
Obftruction ariling in the Veffels. 


But not- 
withftanding this is a Circumftance which may 


p oflibly . 
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poflibly happen, yet 1 muft own, amongft the | 


feveral Operations of this kind which I have 
performed myself, or feen performed by others, 
I never once knew an Inftance of its turning out 
fo unfortunately as to require Amputation. 


CLT CNC LOE IEL ERIE 
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Of an Aneuryfm of the Arteria 'Tibialis Poftica. 


B. aged 34, the laft Week in rl, of 
° the Year 1748, was taken with a Cramp 
4 little below his Ham, which was followed. 


ian an immediate {welling of the Calf of the 


Leg, attended with exceffive Pain; it continued. 


‘in much the fame State till the Month of 
“fuly following, when the Part began to increafe 
both in Size and Pain. 

‘Tue whole Leg was exceedingly tenfe, but. 
“there was not the leaft Pulfation to be dif- 
covered, or the leaft vifible Difcolouration of 
the Integuments. However upon prefumption 
~~ of its being an Azeury/in from the deepnefs of 
ee its Situation, as well as from its immediate 
' Enlargement, and great degree of Pain, the 
| Operation for the Aneuryfn was attempted on 
| the 15th of Odfober. 

Oui Upon 
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Upon opening the Tumour, the congealed 
Blood appeared to have acquired a flefhy Con- 
fiftence; and adhered very firmly one Portion 
of itto another. Upon removing it totally, 
the Tziia and Fibula were found carious, and 
the Orifice of the ruptured Artery appeared 
juft between the Heads of the Tzdza and Fibula, 
fo that it was impracticable to tie it, or at 
leaft judged unadvifeable, confidering the con- 
dition of the Leg. 

Ir was amputated above-knee on the Spot, 
and the Patient did well. 

Upon opening the Knee, the Os Femoris 
was affected, and coniequently the Artery dif- 
eafed above the Part where it appeared to be 
ruptured. Some Years ago the Operation for 
the Aneury/m was performed in a fimilar Cafe 
within a few Hours after the Rupture of the 
Veffel. ‘The Tumour increafing fo faft, and 
the Pain proving fo intolerable, that it was 
neceflary to lofe no time. 

Tue Tibialis Poflica was burft in the mid- 
dle of the Leg; it was taken up with fome 
difficulty, and the Patient recovered, 


OCAgns'm SURGERY, 
REMARK. 

Wuen we have good reafon to fufpec the 
fame fpecies of Aneuryfim has happened to one 
of the principal Arteries of a Limb, or to any 
other large Artery where the Operation is 
practicable, and where fufficient preffure cannot 
be made to reftrain the Hemorrhage, it is 
generaliy advifeable to proceed immediately 
to the Operation, left the neighbouring Parts 
fhould become fo affected by the Extravafation, 
as to bring on a Caries of the Bone, and 
Deftruction of the neighbouring foft Parts, and 
by that means render the Operation imprac- 
ticable, as happened in the firft Inftance, 
where it was found neceffary to part with the 
Limb to fave Life. | 

In the fecond Inftance, it is probable that 
this was prevented by the timely Affiftance 
given by the Operation. 

In Aneuryfms of the Arm proceeding from 


a Wound of the Artery by a Lancet, the Cafes . 


are differently circumftanced; and though 
it is found, in general, neceffary to proceed 
to Incifion and Ligature for their Cure, on 
account of the Part having been neglected for 
fome time after the Accident; yet there are 
Inftances where upon radia Application, the 

Cure 
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Cure has been affected merely by Comprefs 
and Bandage; which I would recommend to 
be firft of all tried in recent Cafes, and to be 
continyed for three or four Weeks at leaft, if 
there is no very good reafon to forbid it. 

Tue manner in which the Wound of the 
humeral Artery has appeared, upon Examina- 
tion after Death, to be cured, is by an inti- 
mate Cohefion of the “poncurofis of the Biceps 
Mujcle, of the Capfula, and of the Wound of 
the Veffel; and it has been farther obferved, 
that the Orifice made in the Artery (which 
appeared circular) has been ftopt up with a 
Clot of folid Blood, refembling, on its external 
part, the Head of a Nail; which adhering 
firmly to the Cicatrix of the Integuments, pro- 
duced a confiderable Callofity. 

N. B. For the Method of performing this 
Operation. See the Cafe of H. M. page 133, 
from which the Operation differed not but in 
the following particulars; to wit, the Com- 
preffion with the Tourniquet Ligature was 


~made upon the Femoral Artery, and a removal 


ofa part of the Bellies of the Ga/frocnemii Muf- 
cles was found neceflary to allow room for 
the difcovering the Extremities of the Artery, 


and tying them with the Ligatures. 
C ASE 


Crass, Ge Su RGE RY, © -QupY 


eleieben aan en Cn eoea a cle Se reser 


CAS &.. XXII, 


4 remarkable Cafe of an Aneuryfm of the 
Femoral Artery occafioned by a Fall, To 
which 1s prefixed, a frort Account of the Un- 
certainty of the Characterifitcs of this Difeafe ; 
communicated to the Royal Society, Nov. 17, 
1757, and inferted in their Tranfacttons. 


HEN the Coats of an Artery become 
by any means preternaturally Dit 
tended, when they become Wounded, or 
when they become Ruptured in fuch a manner 
as to difcharge and depofite their Contents 
under the neighbouring Integuments ; under the 
Aponeurofis of a neighbouring Mufcle, or ftill 
more deeply under the Mufcles that are in- 
vefted with an ponearofis, the natural Con- 
fequence attending fuch an Accident will 
fooner or later be a degree of Elevation or 
Tumour, which Species of Tumour is known. 
by the term Aneury/in. 
Ir a true Aneury/m happens, (that is a Swel- 
40g ps from a Weaknefs of all the Coats 
which 


“42 


Casts 7@ GURGERY. 


which compofe an Arterial Veffel, or fronf a 
Wound or Rupture of one or more of its Coats, 


and a Diftention of the reft) it may often beg 


diftinguifhed from a ‘Tumour proceeding from 
any other Caufe by a degree of Pulfation, 
fuppofing the Situation of the injured Veffel 
be fuperficial, as may be evinced in recent 
Aneuryfms of the Humeral Artery, which 
fometimes happen from Bleeding near the 


bending of the Elbow-Joint, as well as in 


Aneuryfms of the inferior parts of the fu- 
perior Cubital Artery, the inferior Cubital 
Artery, or the anterior Artery of the Leg called 
Tibralis Antica; and as may be obferved to be 
fometimes the cafe too in Arteries whofe Situ- 
ations are not fuperficial ; to wit, in Aueuryfms 
of the Aorta Afcendens, the Curvature of the 
Aorta, and the Carotids. 

‘Tur Symptom of Pulfation in Tumours, 
which take their rife from a partial Wound, 
or from a Weaknefs and fubfequent Dilatation 
of all the Coats of an Artery, is not confined 
to this Species of Aneurysm, but is frequently 
attendant upon falfe Aueuryfms, that is, fuch 
Tumours as are occafioned by extravafated 
Arterial Blood, fuppofing the Difeafe be a 
recent one of either of the preceding Veflels, 

or 
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or of any other Arterial Vefiel not deeply fitu- 
ated ; and this Symptom of Pulfation in falfe 
Aneuryfins will fometimes be accompanied with 
a Difcolouration or variegated Appearance of 
the Integuments, dependent upon the infinua- 
tion of the Blood underneath them: But if the 
Extravafation be confined under an Aponeurofis, 
or if the Difeafe has been of fo long ftanding 
as toadmit of the Abforption of the thinner 
Parts of the extravafated Blood, or its difper- 
fion by any other means; and if the fibrous 
Parts of the Blood which are left behind fhould 


be accumulated in confiderable Quantities, and: 


acquire fo compact and folid an Appearance as 
to refemble brown macerated Leather in their 
Colour and Texture, (which I have always 
obferved to be the Cafe in old Difeafes of this 
kind) under thefe Circumftances the original 
Symptom of Pulfation on the Swelling, and 
a Difcolouration of the Integuments for the 
moft part become imperceptible, for which 
Reafons the true nature of the Difeafe muft be 
attended with a degree of uncertainty. 

Ir muft be acknowledged by all Surgeons, 
whole Experience has given them Opportunities 
of examining into thefe Difeafes, that the 
| Symptoms of Pullfation, and a Difcolouration of 
the 
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the Integuments from extravafated Blood, are 


‘not only very often undifcoverable in old Aneu~ 


ryfms, but likewife in the moft recent ones, 
which proves the non-exiftence of thefe Symp- 
toms to be no certain characteriftics of Tumours 
not being Azxeury/mal; and the Reafon why 
this often happens may be eafily explained 


and readily conceived from obferving the very 


deep Situation of many Arteries that are known 


to be liable to thefe Injuries, fuch as the Fe- 


moral Arteries, the Arteria Tibiales Poftica, 
the Arteria peronce pofiice, and fome others. 
Notwithftanding I have treated of Pulfation on 


‘Tumours, and a Difcolouration of the Integu- 


ments, when they do exift, as being the trueft. 
marks of Aneuryfins, yet it muft not be inferred 
from what has been advanced, that the ap- 
pearance of thefe Symptoms are unexceptionable 
Characteriftics of Tumours being Aneuryfinal ; 
for it does happen, that mere Impofthumations 
or Collections of Matter arifing from external 
as well as internal Caufes, are fometimes fo 
immediately fituated upon the Heart itfelf, and 
at other times upon fome of its principal Ar- 
teries, as to partake in the moft regular man- 
ner of their Contraction and Dilatation, (Sy/fole 
and Diajfiole.) 

A 
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A Few Years ago I faw an Inftance of a 
| Boy about thirteen Years of age, who had his 
Breaft Bone much fraGtured by a fail; on 
this account he was admitted into Guy’s Hof 
pital, but not till a Fortnight after the Accident 
had happened. | 

Upon Examination there was an evident fe- 
-paration of the broken parts of the Bone, which 
were removed at fome diftance from each 
other, the intermediate Space was occupied by 
a Tumour of a confiderable fize; the Integu- 
ments were of their natural Complexion. The 


Swelling had as regular a Contraction and Di«- 


latation as the Heart itfelf, or the 4orta could 


be fuppofed to have. Upon preflure the Tu- | 


mour receded, upon a removal of the Preffure 
the Tumour immediately refumed its former 
fize ; all thefe are allowed to be diftinguifhing 
Signs of a recent true Aneury/m. ‘The Situa- 
tion and Symptom of this Swelling were judged 
fufficient Reafons for confidering the nature of 
the Difeafe as uncertain, on which account it 

was left to take its own Courfe. | 
Tue Event was, the Tumour burit in about 
three Weeks after his admiffion, difcharged a 
confiderable Quantity of Matter, and the Pa- 

tient did well by very fuperficial Applications. 
L | FRom 
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From what has been above advanced, it is 
plain, if thefe Arguments can be fupported by 
Faéts, that the laying down fuch Rules for in-- 
fallibly diftinguifhing dneuryfmal ‘Tumours | 


from Tumours proceeding from very different 


‘Caufes, muft be a matter of the greateft Difii- 


culty; and as a farther Proof of their uncer-_ 
tainty, I take the liberty of offering the follow- 
ing fhert Hiftory of a remarkable Cafe which 
has lately occurred to my Experience. 


In the Month of December, 1756, ‘f. r] 
aged 35, received an hurt upen and about his 
Knee, by falling to the Ground from a Man’s 


Back; the Accident was immediately followed 


- bya confiderable degree of Lamenefs and Pain, : 


which were increafed by walking or ftanding; 
he continued in much the fame ftate for about 
fix Weeks after the Accident, at the end of this 
time the Calf of the Leg was attacked with an 
(Edematous Swelling, and in a Fortnight after- : 


‘wards it became fo painful as to difable him 


from walking. The Tumour continued to 


) grow for about eight Weeks, and: at length 
~ extended itfelf fo far upwards, as to affect the 
~ greateft part of the Thigh, the whole of which 


was attended with exceflive Pain, but more 


3 pate 


Cases m SURGERY. 
particularly fo about the Knee. Thus much 
is related from the Patient’s own Account. 

On the 28th of Apri/, 1757, he was ad- 
mitted into Guy's Hofpital under my Care; 
upon examination, the Thigh appeared enlarged 
toavery great ize. The Tumour was uniform, 
and extended from the infide of the Knee to 
within a fmall fpace of the Groin; the Inte- 
guments were in every part of their natural 
Colour. Upon preffing the infide of the Thigh 
it appeared foft, where a Fluctuation was dif- 
‘coverable, but there was not the leaf appear- 
ance of Pulfation on this or any other part of 
the Limb. The Tumour on its fuperior, pof- 
terior, and lateral Parts was of a tony hard- 
nefs, 

_ Tur Leg (which according to eis Patient's 
account) had fometime fince been much {wel- 
ed, did not now appear to be at all fo. He 


was continually in great Pain, and for fome 


time paft had been incapable of taking his ufual 
Reft; his Appetite was bad, he was a good 
deal emaciated, he had a conitant flow Fever, 
which began about five ‘Weeks before his ad- 
miffion into the Hofpital ; he appeared pale 
and fallow in his Complexion. From the time 
of his being placed under my Care to the 

Te ae end 
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end of ten Days there was no apparent alter- 


ation in the Swelling, nor in the Symptoms 
attending it. In expectation therefore of afford- 
ing him that Relief which I thought could 
by no other means be given, T judged it 
advifeable to open the Tumour, which T did | 
by making an Incifion into its moft prominent 
part, upon which there immediately gufhed 
out a large Stream of thin florid ‘Blood, and 
at this Inftant difcovered to me the true ‘ftaté 
of that Difeafe, which till now could not be 
afcertained by any peculiar Symptom diftin- 
cuifhable by the Touch or perceptible to the 
Eye; feeing this, I immediately fill’d up the 
Weund with Lint and Tow, ‘and’ proceeded in 
as expeditious a manner as poflible to apply a 


‘tight Bandage upon the Thigh ‘near to the | 


Groin ; and left this might accidentally break, 
T applied a fecond Ligature a tittle below’ the 
firft, and proceeded to amputate the Limb upon | 
the fpot: During the “Operation the Patient | 
fainted, but he foon came to himéfelf again, 
and without any bad Symptom, ‘gradually re-— 
covered his Health, Strength, Appetite, and 
Reit, and is now in good Health. 
Upon a Diffection of the Thigh ‘and Leg, 
1 difcovered the following Appearances. “A 
con~ 
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confiderable part of the flefhy Portions of two of 
the Extenfor Mutcles of the Leg, to wit, the 
Vajftus Internus and Crureus, with the fubjacent 
Periofieum, were deftroyed. Four of thofe Muf- 
cles whofe ufes are to bend the Leg, and which 
compofe the internal and external Hamftrings, 
to wit, the Gracilis, Semitendinofus, Semimem- 
branofus, and Biceps Tibia, together with that 
Adduétor and Flexor Mutfcle of the Leg called 
Sartorius, were removed at a confiderable dif- 
_ tance from the inferior part of the Thigh-bone, 
and from the upper parts of the Zzdza and 
fibula; by which means a large Bed was 


formed for containing the Extravafation ; which, 


contifted in part of a Fluid, and in part of a 
coagulated Blood; by much the greateft Por- 
tion of the coagulated Blood was firm, and 
had acquired the Texture and Appearance of 
brown macerated Leather. The feveral Muf- 
cles I have mentioned had a livid and putrid 
Appearance. The Os Femoris was carious on 
its anterior and pofterior Parts, and for the 
fpace of feveral Inches above the Condyles of 
that Bone with the Courfe of the Lznea a/pera, 
as well as on the Convex or anterior Part of it, 


there were many Exoflofes. 
| L3 THE 
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Tue Capfular Ligament of the Knee-joint 
was much thickened, and contained about two 
Ounces of a yellow and vifcid Synovia. 

Tue Femoral Artery on its inferior part, 
fome Diftance above its divifion into the T7dzahs 
antica and Poflica was difeafed, which Difeafe 
extended four Inches upwards. The Coats of 
the Artery were confiderably thickened and 
lacerated longitudinally: The fmalleft Diame- 
ter of its Cavity, in the difeafed Part, was two 
Inches and one Quarter; the largeft Diameter 
was two Inches and one Half. That part of 


fmaller than the Veffel naturally is. 


the Artery below the Difeafe was fomewhat 


Since the above-related Cafe of the Aneu- 
ryfm of the Femoral Artery, I have met with | 
a fecond Inftance of the like Difeafe, where 
the Circumftances that attended the Tumour — 


— differed {0 little from thofe of ¥ % that I 


} 


think it needlefs to fay any more upon the — 
Subject, than that upon infpecting the Thigh © 
after the Amputation of the Limb, the Bone © 
was found more difeafed, and the Artery more ~ 


torn. 
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REMARK. 


Previous to the Amputation of the Limb in 
the laft Inftance, I made an Incifion into the Tu- 


mour, as defcribed in the Cafe of FY. p. 146+. 


but before I did fo I applied the Tourniquet 
and Ligature to the upper part of the Femoral 
Artery, to prevent any bad Confequences from 


the fudden Effufion of Blood that I judged 


was likely to happen from the opening of the 
Swelling; which Precaution I would advife 
always to be taken in the like Operation upon 
confiderable Tumours of the internal or pofte- 
rior part of the Thigh, when there is any 
Reafon to fufpect that the Tumour arifes from 


Biood ; and thig.is more {trongly to be recom= 


mended as the Compreffion that is made with 
the Ligature gives very little Pain; and can- 
not by any means be injurious, fuppofing the 
Difeafe be not an Aneuryfm. 

I very lately faw an Inftance of a falfe 
 Aneuryfn of the inferior Portion of the Fe- 
moral Artery, where the Integuments burft, 
in confequence of which, the Patient loft fo 
great a Quantity of Blood before any affiftance 
could be given him, that he died in a few 
Hours afterwards: From hence we may learn 
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the Neceffity for taking the greateft care in 
Difeafes of this kind, and how cautious we 
ought to be in guarding againft a poffibility of 
the like Accident, by performing a timely Ope- 
ration. In all the Inftances I have feen of 
Aneuryfms in the Thigh or Leg, where the 
Difeafe has been of many Weeks ftanding, the 
Bone or Bones have appeared fo much affected 
as to render the Amputation of the Limb ne- 
ceflary to the faving of the Patient’s Life. 
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Two remarkable Cafes of Ganglions, where the 
Operations were performed with Succefs. 


GANGLI ONS, or Tumours formed upon 

the tendinous and ligamentous Parts of the 
Extremities, are a Difeafe fufficiently known 
to every Surgeon of Experience, and have 
been treated of by moft Writers under the 
Head of encyfted ‘Tumours. : 

Tue Parts moft frequently attacked with 
this kind of Swelling are the Hands and Feet; 
but there are Inftances of thefe Tumours ap- 

pearing 
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pearing upon many other parts of the Body ; an 
extraordinary Example of which I was fome 
time ago confulted in, where the Tumour 
poffefied the whole back part of the Neck. 

Tuese Tumours fometimeés take their rife 
from a Strain, and at other times they happen 
without any previous Accident. Unlefs they 
difperfe of themfelves, or are removed by 
Art when recent, they frequently increafe to 
a confiderable Size, proving very inconve- 
nient, by depriving the Part of its Strength 
and Motion. | 

THE Methods prefcribed for their Cure 
are various, but thofe that ate faid to have 
been found moft effectual, are conftant Pref 
fure and fudden Blows, which fometimes may 
have fucceeded. At other times the Tumour 
has been known to difappear for a time only, 
and at length has returned, owing without 
doubt to the Cyft being left behind; which 
is known to be: frequently the café in every 
other Species of ency{ted Tumour, where the 
Bag is not fufficiently deftroyed in the Ope- 
ration, or by future Applications. 

But as the Inftances are fo common, where 
all Attempts to difperfe them prove ineffectual, 
and the Parts become difabled both from the 
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Size and Situation of the Tumour, the Sur~ 
geon is at length obliged to have recourfe to 
the Knife, as a radical Cure. 

I know there are fome who object to this 
Operation on account of the Danger attending 
a Wound of the fubjacent Tendon, or Li- 
gament ; imagining that fuch an Accident 
would probably be attended with the wortt 
of Confequences. But this Objection can be 
of no great weight, fince itis always in the 
Power of a {fkilful and fteady Operator to 
avoid this Accident, by cutting away only 
a part of the Cyft, and leaving the reft be- 
hind to digeft out with the future Drefflings ; 
which it will moft certainly do, if the out- 
ward Wound be made fufficiently large, as — 
has been already moft judicioufly and fully ex- 
plained by Mr. Sharp, in his Chapter of en- 
eyed Tumours. 

Burt fuppofing it fhould happen that the 
Tendon, or Ligament, or both, fhould be 
wounded in the Operation, the Confequence 
will not probably be fo bad as is apprehended, 
fince every Day’s Experience proves, that ac- 
cidental Wounds of thefe Parts are known to 
do well with proper Treatment; and as fome 
proof of the Validity of this Hypothe/s, the two 

| fol- 


Carsin si iz-Surorry. 
flowing Cafés are related. In both of which 
it was found abfolutely neceflary to divide a 
confiderable Ligament, before the Operation 
could properly and effectually be performed. 

A. M. 19 Years of age, inthe Year 1745, 
{trained her Wrift by a fall. The Accident 
was immediately followed with great Pain, a 


Weaknefs, and Swelling of the whole Hand ; 


which, notwithftanding the proper Methods 


ufed for her Relief, continued much in the 
fame ftate till 1749; when fhe perceived a 
fmall diftindt Tumour to arife in the inner 
_and lower part of her Wrift: This in a few 
Days increafed to fo great a degree as’ rendered 
her incapable of fhutting her Hand, or mov- 
ing her Fingers. | 

On the 21ft of April 1750, the applied to 
me. Upon Examination I difcovered a Fluid 
in the Tumour which extended for about an 
Inch above the Ligamentum tranfverfale carpi, 
to about half an Inch below it, and upon Pref- 
{ure feemed to pafs underneath it. 


{ DETERMINED upon the Operation, which — 


I performed in the following manner. Her 
Hand being properly placed and fecured upon 
a Table covered with a double Blanket; ] 
began my Incifion a little above the upper 

Extent 
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Extent of the Tumour, and continued if 


_ through the Integuments to a little beyond: 


its lower Extent, which I carefully diffefted 
up, on each fide. This gave me an Op- 
portunity of difcovering its exact Situation, 
which I found to be under the Tendons of 


the Flexor carpi ulnaris, and Palmaris longus 


Mutcles. Both of which were confiderably 
lifted up, and removed from their natural 
Situation, by the fubjacent Tumour. The Tu- 
mour likewife extended itfelf under the Lega. - 
mentum tranfverfale carpi, which there was a 
neceffity of dividing, before I could have an 
Opportunity of diffecting the Tumour from 
its Bafis. The upper part of the Cyt was 
ftrongly attached to the inferior parts of the 
Tendons of the Flexor carpi ulnaris, and Pal- 
maris longus Mufcles. ‘The lower part of the 
Cyft adhered to the Tendons of the Perforans 
and Perforatus Mufcles ; from whence I fairly 
diflected the whole away. 

Tue Contents of the Tumour were a 
Compofition of a gelatinous and /teatomatous 
Subftance. 

Sue continued in a good deal of Pain for 
four Days after the Operation ; at the end of 


that time fhe grew eafy, and fo continued to 
. the 
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the finifhing of the Cure, which was perfected 
in fix Weeks without any confiderable Inflam- 
mation, or the leaft Abfcefs, and the was re- 
ftored to the perfect ufe of sher Hand. 

Tue other Cafe was fo like that I have 
jutt_ now defcribed, that I look upon ‘it as 
unneceffary to give a particular account of it. 

Tue Operation was performed in the 
fame manner, and the Cure was attended with 
no other difference in its Progrefs than this ; 
the Patient had a {mall Abfcefs which arofe 
on the middle and anterior part of the Fore- 
arm, which was opened by Incifion, and did 
well with very little trouble. The Ufe of the 
Hand was as perfectly recovered in this, asin 
‘the preceding Cafe. 
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Of a Ganglion fituated upon the Fore-finger. 


fY P.avery lufty Woman, aged 50, fome 

* Years ago perceived a Swelling to arife 
upon the anterior part of her Fore-finger, 
which at length increafed to the fize of a 
Pigeon’s Ege. It was now become fo trouble- 
fome from its Size and Situation, as to deprive 
her of the ufe of her Finger, and and to 
render it quite incapable of Motion. 

THE part was not attended with much Pain, 
but from the Circumftance of its ufelefinefs, 
fhe was defirous of having it removed. 

Sut had asked the Advice of feveral Sur- 
geons who refuted to undertake it. 

AT length fhe applied to me, I faw no ob- 
jection to the Operation, and accordingly pro-— 
ceeded to the Extirpation of the Tumour. 

Irs Contents were intirely ge/atznous, and 
were contained under the Cap/u/a of the Tendons — 
of the Flexor Mufeles of the Index or Fore- 
finger. 


THERE | 
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THERE was neither much Difficulty, nor 
Pain in the Operation; and the: Patient did 
well in a fhort time, without the leaft Inter- 
ruption or bad Symptom. She now enjoys the 
perfect ufe of her Finger. 

But notwithftanding the favourable Cir- 
cumftances that attended thefe feveral Opera- 
tions, I would not have it inferred from what 
Lhave faid, that Inflammations and Abfceflés 
very rarely happen in confequence. of the 
Operation. I confefs I have known them 
to occur feveral times, but I never knew an 


Inftance of their terminating otherwife than - 


well, 
REMARK, 


For the manner of performing this Ope- 
ration, fee the Methods that were purfued in 


. the Cafe of R. S. p. 100. 
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Cohinad?. Vip 


Of the Empiema. 


‘HE term Empiema, according to the 

# true Etymology of the Word, fignihes 
a Collection of Matter that j is depolited in any 
part of the Body whatfoever; but when Sur- 
geons treat of the Operation for the Empiema, 
they mean to exprefs an Operation performed 
upon either or both Cavities of the Tdorax; 
by which an Opening is made through the 
Integuments, the intercoftal Mufcles, and 
Pleura, in order to evacuate any kind of Fluid 
that is confined, and lies floating in the Thorax , 
which by its fituation, weight, and preffure, ‘1s 
known to impede the Adtions of the Organs 


of Refpiration, in a degree proportionable to. 
the greater or lefler Quantity of extravafated 
Flaid that is there confined. mp 
THeRE are feveral kinds of extravafated 
Fluids which are faid to be capable of pro- 
ducing this Difeafe. Thefe are Water, Matter, — 
Blood, Chyle, and Aliment: But whoever 


reflects upon the Situations and Ufes of ‘the 
LEfo- 
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LE fophagus and Duétus Thoracicus, I believe, 
will be of opinion that an Impediment in the 
active, or paflive Organs of Refpiration, pro- 
ceeding from a Quantity of Aliment or 
Chyle, difcharged into the T/orax, occafioned 
by a Wound’ of the Afophagus, or Duétus 
_Thoracicus, can never be attended with fuch 
Circumftances as will render the Operation for 
the Empiema neceflary : And 1 am {0 well con- 
vinced of the Futility of this fuppofition 
(although it be advanced by a modern Author 
of the greateft Character in Surgery) that I 
think it quite needlefs to advance any farther 
Reafons or Arguments in oppolition to it. 

As to an Extravafation of Blood in the 
Thorax, this may. poflibly happen in fuch a 
degree from a Wound of one of the intercoftal 
Arteries, or fome other neighbouring Veffel of 
the Thorax, as may render an opening into the 
Cavity advifeable: But under fuch Circum- 

- ftances, no other Operation will probably be 

found neceflary than the enlarging or dilating 

the Wound that has been made by the Poing> 

of a Sword, a Knife or any fuch Inftrument, 

: to give iffue to that Blood which has been 

| difcharged inwardly from this Accident, and 
which at length is become coagulated, and 

: M ‘pent 
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pent up in the T/orax: But this dilatation of 
the W ound muft not be put in execution, till 
fuch Symptoms occur as indicate a Neceflity 
for fo doing, which I believe have very rarely 
been known to happen; and I profefs that it 
has not occurred to meto fee one Inftance 
of fuch a Cafe; though I think it very 
potliniog 3c" . 

Ir Water be extravafated in large quantities, 
and that Water be confined, and depofited in 
the Thorax, the making an Opening into the 
Cavity for its evacuation is undoubtedly ad- 
vifeable, provided the Difeafe be confined to 
the Thorax, which Cafe has more frequently 
been known to occur, than to be complicated 
with an Anafarca, of any part of the Body, 
or an Ajcites of the Abdomen. 

Tue circumftance of a collection of Water 
in this part of the Body is not often know 
to happen in fo great a degree as to require the 
performance of an Operation: Neverthelefs, 
it is certain this Difeafe has fometimes occurred 


to Men of Experience; an Inftance of which; 


the celebrated Monfieur Morand of Paris, has 
obliged the World with in the fecond Volume’ 
of the Memoirs of the Royal Academy of 
Surgery: ‘The fubftance of this extraordinary 

| Bact 
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Fact is. exprefied’) nearly, in the saaiiiaie 
words. 


An Ecclefiaftic, aged 22; was attacked 
with a Fever; a few Days afterwards, the 
Meafles appeared upon chim. attended with a 
profufe Perfpiration. On a fudden the Per- 
{piration ceafed, and the Eruption difappeared ; 
in confequence of which, the Fever encreafed 
with Reftlefnefs, a pain in the Head, the Neck, 
and left Side, accompanied with an @dematous 
Tumour, a Difficulty in breathing, and. pain 
in Speaking, or Spitting. . He could not reft 


but by lying on his Back: His Eyes were. 


hollow: He was weak and greatly difpirited. 
Monfieur Morand made a Punfture with a 
Trocar into the difeafed Cavity of the Thorax ; 
from whence were difcharged near fix Pints 
of Water: The laft drops of Water were fol- 
lowed with a {mall difcharge of Matter. The 
Patient was inftantly relieved from his Pain: 
But in feven Days after this Operation, the 
Difeafe returned almoft as bad as before. For 
this Reafon Monfieur Morand performed the 
Operation a fecond time upon the fame 
Cavity of the Taorax, not by Puncture, but by 
Incifion ; By this Operation, he evacuated 

ke 2 five 


- 
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five Pints of Water; the Water was followed — 
with a difcharge of Matter, fomething greater 
in Quantity than before, 

Tue Difeafe did not return after the fecond 
Operation ; but the Patient fell infenfibly into 
an Atrophy: However, by living upon a Milk 
Diet, he gradually recovered, and. at length 
was quite reftored to his Health. | 

Turis Inftance proves to us the poflibility 
of an Afcites of the Thorax without a Dropfy 
of any other part of the Body, as weil as 
the probability of a Cure by the Operation : 
And Iam perfectly convinced from my own’ 
Experience, that a Collection of Water in one 
or both Cavities of the Thorax is a Difeafe 
not fo uncommon as is generally fuppofed; 
having feveral times difcovered great Quan- 
tities of Lymph lying loofely in the Thorax of 
fome of thofe Subjects who have come under 
my Infpection after their Death. 

CoLLecrions of Water in the Cavities of 
the Thorax and Abdomen have been fuppofed 
curable by the Efforts of Nature, fo have 
collections of Matter : But the Inftances of thefe » 
Effects produced by the power of the abforbent 
Vefiels, and the Evacuation of the Fluids fo 
taken up, by Spitting, Urine, by Stool or 

other- 
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otherwife, are very rare, and fhould never be 
teufted to when the Surgeon is aflured of the 
true nature of the Difeafe. 

Corrections of Matter depofited, and ly- 
ing loofely in the Thorax is a Difeafe that more 
frequently occurs than Collections of extrava- 
fated Water. 

IMposTHUMATIONS of this part of the Body 
proceed from a variety of Caufes, and when the 
Cafe is not attended with any great affection of 
the Lungs or the Liver, the making an opening 
into the Thorax to evacuate the Matter, often 
proves fuccefsful: The Operation therefore 
fhould be put in practice as foon as may be;. 
to prevent the more noble Parts from fuffering 
from the Quantity and Quality of the Extra- 
-vafation. As the Symptoms which attend the 
‘Empiema, the Method of performing the 
Operation, and the manner of treating the 
Wound are circumftantially defcribed in the 
“courfe of the following Cafes, I have thought 
jt unneceflary to enlarge here upon thefe par- 
ticulars. | 
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Of an Empiema, where the Operation was un- 


fuccefsfully performed. 


% TOvember IV 50, SK aged 37, in May 

laft, was fuddenly feized with a_pleuritic 
Pain in his right Side, attended with a Fever 
and difficulty in Breathing; for which he 
put himfelf under the Care of a neighbouring 
Apothecary, who bled him occafionally, and 
at the fame time adminiftered fuch internal 
‘Medicines, and topical Applications to the Part 
as were thought proper, but without effec. 'The 
Patient continued much in the fame State till 
“fuly following; when he was admitted into the 
Hofpital under the Care of the Phyfician, who 
prefcribed for him near four Months but with- 
out much Beneft, On the firft of November 


Str 


following, he was attacked with an uncom- 


mon difficulty of Breathing, and Pain in his 
right Side, for which he was blooded; this 
gave him fome relief. On the Day after, I 
was confulted; upon learning his Symptoms, 


and upon inquiring into farther Particulars, I 


dif- 
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difcovered the right fide of the Thorax to be 
fomewhat larger than the left, and the Integu- 
ments appeared a little thickened, but without 
the leaft tendency to Difcolouration, Softnefs, or 
any appearance of a Fluctuation. The Patient 
‘was incapable of lying on his left Side without 
fuffering exceffive Pain, which he defcribed as 
extending from the middle of the Breaft-bone to 
‘the Back. This was perceivably attended with 
fo great a difficulty of Breathing as feemed to 
threaten Suffocation. The Patient could lie on 
his right Side without any confiderable inconve- 
nience, but he was moft eafy when lying on 
his Back; he never had been troubled with a 
Cough till within the laft Month; nor had he 
ever perceived the leaft Difcharge of Matter, 
either by fpitting, or otherwife. His Pulfe was 
quick and low, his Countenance was pallid, he 
had no Appetite, and complained of great Reft- 
leffnefs. It is remarkable, that the Patient never 
remember'd to have had any Rigour, which is 
a Circumftance that commonly attends the 
formation of Matter. Upon the Appearance 
of the foregoing Symptoms, I thought proper 
to advife the Operation for the Empiema, which 
he readily affented to, and I performed it on the 
fpot in the following manner: When the 

M 4 Patient 
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Patient was properly, fituated .and, fecured, [ 
began by making an. Incilion of about two 
Inches and a half long with the Courfe of the 
Ribs, upon the part where they form their 
ereateft Convexity, and betwixt the fixth and 
feventh Ribs, which Incifion was continued into 
the Cavity of the TAorax, from whence there 
iffued three Pints of a thick fcetid Matter ; from 
this Inftant, he was greatly relieved. The Difl- 
charge was very confiderable for the five firft 
Days after the Operation, when it began to de- 
creafe. From the moment of the Operation, 
the Patient was capable of lying on either fide, 
or of fitting upright without the leaft incon- 
venience; and he continued to grow better till 
the firft of December following, when the Dif- 
charge increafed, and continued in great Quan- 
tities till his Death, which happened in about 
feven Weeks after the Operation. Upon open- 
ing the Rody, I found the Diaphragm deftroyed 
quite through, and the upper part of the Liver 
had fuffered greatly from the incumbent Mat- 
ter. The Lungs lay loofe in the Cavity of. the 
Thorax, and were not in the leaft ulcerated, 


or apparently difeafed, 


NB. 
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N. Bo In the Operation, the Incifion was 
made nearer to the fuperior Edge of the lower 
Rib, than to the inferior Edge of the Upper, 


which prevented the rifk of -wounding the 
intercoftal Artery. 
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Two Cafes of the Operation for the Empiema 
fuccefsfully performed, and read before the 

~ Royal Society the 19th of March 1752, and 
28th of June 1753. x 


DAL S: moor): 


r H, aged 27, was admitted into the Hof- 

* pital on the 19th of December 1751, on 
account of a Pain in his right Side, and Cough, 
which he had laboured under for three Weeks ; 
The Patient was immediately put under the 
Phyfician’s Care; but notwithftanding all pro- 
per methods ufed for his Relief, the Diforder 
increafed till the 13th of “fanuary following, 
when I was confulted. 

Upon enquiry, I found him affli@ed with 
the following Symptoms, a quick low Pulfe, 
frequent Cough, and difficulty of Breathing, 

| : which 
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which laft Symptom was much increafed upon 
lying on his left Side, or upon fitting upright. 
He appeared greatly emaciated, his Counte- 
nance was. very pallid, or fallow. Upon fur- 
ther Enquiry, I difcovered that the right fide 
of the Thorax was fomewhat enlar ged ; Page In- 
tesuments were -vifibly thickened, but without 
the leaft Difcolouration, or perceivable Fluctua- 
tion. However, being perfuaded from the : 
foregoing Symptoms, that there probably was 
an extravafated Fluid underneath; I advifed 
the Operation ; which the Patient confented to, 
and I performed it in the following manner. 
Tue Patient being conveniently feated, I 
made an Incifion of about three Inches long 
with a round-edged Knife, between the tenth 
and eleventh Ribs, counting from above, and 
at abowt four Inches diftance from the Ver- 
tebre; the direction of the Incifion was agree- 
able to the courfe of the Ribs, and by its 
being made nearer to the fuperior Edge of the 
eleventh Rib, than to the inferior Edge of the 
tenth, the intercoftal Artery by that means _ 
efcaped being wounded ; upon .dividing the 
intercoftal Mufcles and Pleura very near twenty 


» Ounces of Matter were difcharged. After the 


Matter was evacuated I introduced my Finger 
through 


) 
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through the Wound into the Cavity of the 
Thorax, but found no adhefion of the Lungs to 
the Pleura; from whence I am inclined to con- 
jecture, that this Abfcefs was originally formed 
in the cellular Membrane of the Pera, which 
had at length made its way into the Cavity of 


~ the Thorax. 


Wuar feems to corroborate this Conjecture 
is, that the violent Symptoms which happened 
to the Patient upon lying on the found Side, or 
upon fitting upright, did not occur till within 
a Week before his Application to me. From 
the moment the Matter was difcharged, he 
found very great Relief; his Refpiration be-~ 
came quict, his Fever and Cough gradually 
abated, till in about fix Weeks he perfectly 


recovered, and was {oon after difmiffed the 


Hofpital. The Difcharge from the Wound 
continued in confiderable Quantities for the 
firtt Fortnight; during that time, the Wound 
was kept properly open with Tents; but when 
the Difcharge was no more than what might 
be expected from a fuperficial Wound of the 
fame Size, all Tents were difcontinued, and 
fuperticial Applications only made uf of. 
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On the 19th of March 1752, I did my/elf the 


Honour of communicating to this Society the 
Cafe of T. H. on whom I had performed. the 
Operation for the Empiema with Succes. 
Since then I have performed the fame Opera- 
tion a fecond time with equal Benefit; and 
therefore prefume to lay this Cafe likewife be- 


fore you as a farther Proof of its ujefulnefs 
under the like Circumftances. 


igh 9 OR. 


“/ C. aged 17 Years, was admitted into 


* Guy's Hofpital on the 10th of May 1753; 
on account of a Complaint in his Cheft which 
he had laboured under for three or four 
Weeks. 

His Symptoms were a continual Pain in 
his left Side, a difficulty in Breathing, and an 
inability of lying on his right Side, or of fitting 
upright, without greatly increafing his Com- 
plaints; his Pulfe was quick and low, he had 
a fhort Cough, was a good deal emaciated, and 


appeared fallow in his Complexion. 
Upon 
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Upon Examination, I perceived a fmall 
‘Tumour. fituated on the anterior part of the 
Thorax, obliquely on the left Side of the Extre- 
mity of the Sternum, or Brea{t-bone. There was 
not the leaft Difcolouration of the Integuments. 
Upon prefling the Tumour, his Pain, and 
Difficulty of breathing were encreafed, and there 
appeared fomething like a F luétuation under my 
Fingers. The Patient had never had any 
Rigour, which is a Symptom generally attending 
the Formation of Matter; but from Experience 
have found, that the Want of this Symptom 
is no proof to the contr ary. 


From the foregoing Croan and: 


Symptoms, I made no doubt of the propriety 
of the Operation, which I performed in the 
apple Manner. 

Tue Patient being properly fituated and 
fecured, I began with making an Incifion of 
about two Inches long through the Integu- 
ments and tendinous Expanfion of the oblique 
Mufcles of the Abdomen, upon the moft pro- 
minent Part of the Tumour; I then proceeded 
to the making a fecond Incifion of an equal 
length with the firft, tranfverfely through the 
upper Part of the Reétus Mujcle (which had a 
perfect healthy Appearance) directing my 

Knife 
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Knife forward betwixt the cartilaginous Por 
tions of the feventh and eighth Ribs, and the 
Extremity of the Stergum, into the Cavity of 
the Thorax; the Incifion being made, a thick 
clotted Matter, to the Quantity of twenty-three — 
Ounces and upwards was difcharged. 

As foon as the opening was made into the 
Cavity, and the Fluid began to be evacuated 
(which was by leaps) the Patient exprefled a 
painful and uncommon kind of Senfation, 
which he compared to a Weight being fud= 
denly taken from his Heart. Hence, I cons 
jeCture that this part had fuffered fo great a 
Compreflion, as to have been for fome time 
incapable of performing its natural Actions, but, _ 
upon the Fluid being fet at Liberty, the Ven- 
tricles of the Heart probably became _imme- 
diately more dilated, than they had been. for 
fome time before, on account of the Weight 
they had fuftained. After the whole of the 
Matter was difcharged, I introduced the Fore. 
finger of my right Hand into the Cavity, with 
which I evidently felt the Lungs (quite loofe | 
and free from Adhefion) the Mediafinum, . 
and fuperior part of the Diaphragm, which 
jaft part had been prefied confiderably lower | 
than its natural Situation, by the Weight of 

the 
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the incumbent Matter; from hence it un- 
doubtedly appeared, that ‘this ereat Quantity 
of wa: had been. contained in the Thorax. 
After the whole of the Matter was difcharged, 
I introduced a Linen Tent, properly fecured 
with a Needle and Thread pafied through it 
into the Cavity, which was continued to be 
introduced every Day for about the Space of 
three Weeks, now and then, as occafion re- 
quired, making ufe of the prepared Sponge- 
Tent. . The Difcharge was confiderable for 
the firft Week, when it began to decreafe gra- 
dually, till at the end of three Weeks there 


was no difcharge at all. From this time fuper- | 


ficial Applications only were made ufe of; at 
the end of five Weeks the Patient was per- 
feGily well in all refpects, and had recovered 
his former plumpnefs and healthy Appearance. 

I must obferve that about two. Years ago 
he received a violent Blow on his left Side by 
a Fall, for which he had little or no Care 
taken of him. The Patient had ever fince this 
Accident, at different times, been afflicted with 
fome Complaints in his Side, but not conftantly ; 
nor have they ever been fo bad as to prevent 


his acting in his bufinefs as a Sailor, till within | 


a few Weeks before he applied to me. 
Toa R g- 
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From the Circumftances, and Symptoms. 
attending the three preceding Cafes, I think 
it could hardly be doubted what the Nature of 
the Difeafe was; andas the Lungs, Dzapb- 
ragm, and Intercofial. Mufcles mutt not only be 
impeded in their ACtions, in proportion to the 
Quantity of extravafated Fluid, which is con- 
fined in the Cavity of the Thorax, but mutt 
alfo be in great danger of Ulceration or Con- 
fumption from the Quality, and Preffure of 
the incumbent Matter; I look upon the Ope- 
tation in all Cafes of this Kind, to be abfo- 
lutely and immediately advifeable, and that it 
fhould not be deferred in expectation of the 
Fluid being abforbed into the Circulation, and 
evacuated by Urine, by Stool, or by Spitting: 
Since it muft be acknowledged, that the In- 
{tances are very rare where thefe Events have 
been fuccefsfully brought about; and at the 
fame time that the Cafes are numerous where — 
Death has enfued, in confequence probably 
of the Operation being deferred too long, or 
totally neglected. 

Tux Operation for the Empiema is neither 


very difficult nor dangerous, and I conclude 
there 
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there can be no better Arguments advanced in 
fupport of its fafety and ufefulnefs, when 
undertaken in time, than the Succefs that 
attended its performance 4 in two of the three 
preceding Cafes; in which it has been already 
obferved, that the Difeafes were only of a few 
Weeks ftanding: In the third Inflance, where 
it has likewife been obferved, that the Opera 
tion was hot fuccefsful, I think this want of 
Succefs might, with fome Reafon, be attributed 
to the Injury which had been communicated 
to the Diaphragm, and fuperior part of the 
Liver, in confequence of the long Confinement 
and quality of the Matter; or it may poffibly — 
happen, that. the Matter had been originally 
formed in one or both of thefe parts, and dif- 

charged itfelf into the Cavity of the Thorax ; 
which, for want of being evacuated in time, 
had at length increafed the Difeafe, and de- 
ftroyed the Patient by the Largenefs of the 
| Ulceration, and Quantity of the Difcharge. 
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44 remarkable Cafe. of an Empiema. 


M. Ff, aged 30 Years, on the 13th of March 
1759, was admitted into Guy’s Hofpital, 
with a remarkable Complaint in his Cheft, 
which attacked him in the Month of Auguft, 
1758, with the Symptoms of a Pleurify. 
Upon infpection it appeared that the left 
fide of the Thorax was greatly enlarged and 
prodigioufly diftended: The Pectoral Muicle 
was fomewhat raifed up: On Preflure it felt 
foft, and readily gave way; upon a removal 
of the Preffure, the Integuments refumed 
their former Appearance, no marks of Im- 
preflion remaining on this or any other part 
of the Thorax, fo. as to conftitute the Cha- 
racteriftic of an Gidematous Swelling. : 
THe Spaces betwixt the ninth and tenth,, 
and betwixt the tenth and eleventh Ribs, 7 
(counting from above,) were vifibly enlarged, | 
and fomewhat elevated: ‘They felt foft, and. 
yielded to the Fingers, but were not at all. 


inflamed, or otherwife difcoloured. Upon Ex 
amination 
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amination I difcovered a fluCtuation in both 
thefe Parts. The general Symptoms that at- 
tended this Cafe were fimilar to thofe arifing 
from all confiderable Collections of Fluids de- 
pofited in either of the Cavities of the Thorax, 
The Patient had a continual flow Fever, a 
fhort Cough, but without the leaft Expeétora- 
tion of Matter, great difficulty in Refpiration, 
particularly in the Ads of Expiration: He 
was incapable of lying down on the right 
Side without very great uneafinefs; he was 
much emaciated, and his Countenance was 
uniformly fallow; he did not complain of fo 
much Pain, or fo great a Difficulty in breath- 
ing when in an ere¢t Pofture,, as I have fome- 
times obferved in Difeafes of this kind, even 
where the Quantity of extravafated Fluid has 
been much lefs: But at the fame time I muft 
acknowledge no fair Inference could be de- 
duced ‘a hence, becaufe of the peculiar 
Pofition the difeafed Side was put in, when 
‘the poor Man fat down or ftood up; either 
of which he was incapable of doing without 
| being fupported. The left fide of the Thorax 
inclined forwards, and protuberated in a very 
peculiar manner, fo as to give the Head and 
| Trank an horizontal Pofture; in which po- 
NN. 2 | fition 
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fition of the Body the Weight of the contained 
Fluid was moft certainly in part prevented from 
prefling fo forcibly. upon th® left Portion of 
the Diaphragm, the Mediaftinum, and right 
Portion of the Lungs, as it muft neceffarily 
have done in a more érect pofition of the Body: 
Fe had one Symptom which I had never be- 
fore obferved in Patients labouring under this 
Complaint ; that is, he was incapable of lying 
on his Back without. bringing on very alarming 
Threats of Suffocation; but he did not re- 
member ever to have heard any Noife or Rat- 


. ling of the Pus upon Motion. He could lie moft’ 


conveniently uron his left Side, but even - thay 


Pofture was of late become very painful to him: 


In thort, he could find no tolerable Pofture to_ 


put his Body into, but that of inclining it con- 


fiderably forwards, which (I have already ob-. 
ferved) he was under a neceffity of doing to_ 


enable him to draw his Breath, and, I dare 
venture to fay, that upon attending to the fub- 
fequent part of the Hiftory of this poor, Mor- 
tal’s Cafe, the reafon why fuch Effects fhould 


be produced from fuch a Caufe will very — 


readily occur to thofe who have a moderate 


egree of knowledge of the Formation and _ 


Utes of thefe Parts of the Human Body. 


Upon 


| 
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Upon making an Incifion upon the moft pro- 
‘minent Part of the Space betwixt the tenth 
and eleventh Rib, into the Cavity of the Thorax 
of the left fide, at leaft eight Winchefer Quarts 
of a thin yellow Matter, not at all foetid, was 
difcharged upon the fpot in a full) Stream : 
The Matter iffued through the Wound by 
‘Leaps, and was projected at the diftance of 
two Yards and upwards from the Patient’s Body. 
The Patient did not faint during the Operation, 
nor afterwards; but from that Moment he 
grew cafy, his Symptoms abated, he flept well 
at Night, and the next Day he had no bad 


Symptoms, excepting that his Difficulty in. 


breathing was not quite removed; this, indeed, 
could not reafonably be expected, confidering 
the long Difufe and Extenfion which the 
Diaphragm, the Intercoftal Mufcles, and the 
re{t of the Mufcles of Refpiration had under- 
gone from the Preflure and Weight of the con- 
fined Matter, joined to the Injury which the 
Lungs themfelves had fuftained: The Patient 
continued with very little alteration till the fourth 
Day, when his Refpiration became worfe, ac- 
companied with bad Nights, a quick Pulfe, a 
‘great difcharge of fcetid Matter from. the 
‘Wound, and a Flufhing ino his Face. Thete 
ms N 3: Ssymp- 
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Symptoms remained till the ninth, That Day 
his breathing was better, his Pulfe became 
more calm, the Flufhings in his Face difap- 
peared, but the Difcharge was confiderable in 
Quantity, and he complained of a want of 
Appetite ; which, till now, had been tolerably 
good ever fince the Operation. On the tenth 
Day his Difficulty of breathing returned, the 
Difcharge was very great and offenfive; he had 
very little Sleep laft Night; in fhort, he feems 
greatly upon the Decline ; eleventh, twelfth, and 
thirteenth Days he continued much as on the 
tenth Day; fourteenth and fifteenth Days he has 
had more Sleep than ufual, his Appetite very 
bad,Cough frequent and troublefome, Difcharge 
very thin and confiderable in Quantity, Upon 
exerting his Powers in the act of Expiration 
to difcharge the Matter from the Cavity, there 
appeared an Eminence betwixt the feventh and 
eighth Ribs (counting from above) on the an- 


terior lateral Part of the Thorax, which was 


very tender, but upon his ceafing to exert him- 
felf the Swelling difappeared; fixteenth and fe- 
venteenth Days his Cough very troublefome, 
the Difcharge from the Wound was great, | the 
Matter very thin and feetid, he gets very little 


Sleep, his Pulfe quick and low, his Tongue 


dry 
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‘dry and parched ; in fhort, to all appearance, 
he feemed to have a very fhort time to live; 
but notwithftanding thefe threatening Symp- 
toms he very unexpectedly furvived till the 
toth of “fune following, exactly twelve Weeks 
from the time of his undergoing the firft Ope- 
ration. In the middle of the Month of Apri/ 
next preceding his Death, he thought himfelf 
much better than he had been for many 
Days, his Difcharge at this time was much 
leffened, but his Pulfe was very weak and 
“fluttering. | 
AsouT three Weeks before the Patient’s 
Death a fecond Opening was made by Incifion 
betwixt the eleventh and twelfth Ribs by my 
~Collegue, Mr. Way, under whofe immediate 
- Care this poor Man was from the Day of his 
admiffion into the Hofpital, and who treated 
him with the greateft Humanity and Judg- 
ment: Three Days before the Patient’s Deceafe 
“the Swelling betwixt the feventh and eighth 
Ribs opened externally of itfelf, and difcharged 
at leaft a Pint of Matter that was exceedingly 
offen five. 
Upon opening the Body, the following Par- 
 ticulars were difcovered ; to wit, the right Por- 


‘tion of the Lungs was greatly ulcerated on its 


N 4 juperior 
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fuperior part, where it adhered firmly to the 
Pleura; on the inferior part of the Cavity 
the Lungs adhered to the Diaphragm; the 
Lobes of the Lungs on this fide were not fo 
much wafted as I expected they would have 
been from the great degree of Preffure they 
had fo long fuftained from the. prodigious 
Quantity of Matter that was confined in the 
oppofite Cavity of the Thorax, nor was there 
any Extravafation in the right Cavity. 

Tue Lobes of the Lungs on the left fide 
were almoft entirely deftroyed ; in this Cavity 
there was near a Quart of feetid Matter, the 
whole of its internal furface was ulcerated, and 
the two inferior Ribs were carious in the neigh- 
bourhood of the fecond Opening; in every 
other part they were found, fo was the Ster- 
MUM. 

THe Pertcardium and Heart appeared in their 


natural State. The Injury done to the internal 


Surface of the left Cavity of the Thorax was fo 
ereat, as to have deftroyed almoft the whole of 
the Intercoftal Mufcles on that fide of the Trunk. | 


N. B. Ir may be worth remarking, that 


‘this Patient did not at any time fuffer the leaft 


Tnconvenience from the Preflure of the ex- 
ternal 
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ternal Air which entered into the Cavity of the 
Thorax through the Incifions, as has been faid 
by Authors to have happened. in a. great de- 
gree in the like Cafes ; but as that Effe@ was 
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not produced in this, or any other Inftance of ; 


the like kind, which has come under my In- 
fpection, I am inclined to conjecture that the 
bad Effects of the Preffure of the external Air, 
when admitted through an opening made into 
the Cavity of the Thorax is fuch an Inconve- 
nience as may rather be fuppofed to be likely 
‘to happen than has been really known to hap- 
‘pen. often; the At of Breathing having never 
been in the leaft fufpended, although the 
Openings made into the Cavity have been 
very large, and the time taken for drefling the 
Patient. (fometimes. once, fometimes twice a 
Day) has been very confiderable; but onthe 
‘contrary, at every Dreffing I have obferved the 
“Patient has breathed with greater freedom and 
‘eafe than he could do before the performance 
‘of this Operation; or even for fome Hours 
before the Dreflings were renewed. As the 
Matter in this Difeafe lies loofely in the Cavity 
of the Thorax, there is no, greater Danger of 
wounding the Lungs in this Operation, than 
there is of wounding the Inteftines or Omen- 

tum 
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tum in tapping the Abdomen in the 4/cites ; 
and if the Method be taken, which I have 
recommended for making the Incifion through 
the Intercoftal Mufcles, there will be no dan- 
ger of wounding the Intercoftal Artery, which 
is a Circumftance much dreaded by fome 
Practitioners, but with no great Reafon; for 
was this to happen it would probably not 
be attended with any bad Confequences, as 
the Bleeding might very readily be ftopped 
by Preffure, or otherwile. 
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Of the Operation for the Bubonocele. 


HIS I believe is generally efteemed to 

be one of the moft troublefome and 
dangerous Operations that occurs in the Prac- 
tice of Surgery; but the Difficulty of perform- 
ing this Operation with dexterity and fafety 
will be greatly leffened by acquiring a previous 
knowledge of the Anatomy of the Parts before 
it is undertaken; and by revolving in our 
Minds what will probably be found néceflary 
to 
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to be done under the different Occurrences 
that may attend this Complaint, which per- 
haps is accompanied with a greater variety of 


Circumftances in different Subjeéts than any 


other Difeafe requiring @peration. 

Ir is not my intention in.this place to enu- 
merate the great Diverfity of Symptoms and 
Appearances that have been known at different 
times to accompany the incarcerated Hernia, 
nor can I by any means fay fe much upon this 
Subject from my own Experience, as may be 
learned from the Writings of the very accurate 
and ingenious Monfieur Le Dran, to whofe 
valuable Works I muft refer thofe who are 
defirous of arriving at a minute and necefiary 
Knowledge of this Difeafe: However, I will 
venture to fay from what has occurred to my 
own Experience that the Danger in the per- 
formance of this Operation does not arife from 
the Wound that is made through the Perzto- 
neum and tendinous Portions of the oblique 
Mutcles of the Abdomen (called by Anatomitts 
the Ligamentum #allopiz) but that the Danger 
is undoubtedly caufed by deferring the Opera- 
tion too long; on which account the prolapfed 
Portion of the Inteftine (from the preternatural 
Compreffion it has long undergone from the 

Rings 
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Rings of the Abdominal Mutcles) becoming 


exceedingly inflamed, or upon the Point of 
Mortification, communicates the Diforder to the — 
neighbouring Vifcera of the Abdomen, and 
renders them incapable of performing their ufual — 
Functions. 

Ir we may be allowed to judge from Ana- 
logy, it may be concluded that Wounds of the 
Tendinous, or even of the Membranous Parts, 
when made with a fharp Inftrument, are by 
no means followed with that degree of Danger 
fome eminent Surgeons have fuppofed them to 
be. This being allowed, the Danger atifing 
from thefe Caufes cannot reafonably be put in 
Competition with thofe proceeding from a 
violent Inflammation and approaching Mor- 
tification of the fmaller Inteftines, which are 
known to be of a very delicate Texture, very 
fufceptible of Injuries, and are immediately 
fubfervient to the purpofes of Life. 

In Wounds of the Flexor or Extenfor Ten- 
dons of the Hands, or of the great Tendon 
of the back part of the Leg called Tendo 
Achilles, we rarely fee that thefe Accidents 
are attended with any violent Inflammation, or 
confiderable Danger, when they have been in 
part or wholly divided by a fharp Inftrument; 

but 
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but that they alnow! always. do. well with Rett 
and gentle Treatment, fuppofing the Patient to 
be of a good habit of Body; fo too in large 
Incifions of the Tunica Vaginalis of the Tefticle 
(which is allowed to be a continuation of the 
Peritoneum) that are put in Practice for the 
radical Cure of the Difeafe.of this part called 
Fydrocele, although it has often happened that 
fevere Inflammations and Impofthumations have 
been the confequences of fuch Methods, yet I 
profefs I have never once feen an Inftance of 
their Fatality : Neverthelefs {| would not have 
it fuggefted from any Arguments I have ad- 
vanced upon this Subject, that I mean to ‘Te- 
commend the Operation for the Bubonocele 
in any other Stage of the Difeafe than in fuch 
a painful and dangerous one as cannot be re- 
lieved by Bleeding, Clyfters, the ufe of the 
warm Bath (which is to be preferred to all 
other Fomentations in this Cafe) and fuch other 
Methods of Practice as are propofed and re- 
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commended by the moft experienced modern — 


Writers upon this Subject: But I would have 
it at the fame time be remembered that the 
Danger attending this Malady doth always 
proceed more immediately from the Affection 
of the eae than from any Inflammation 

or 
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or Suppuration confequent upon an Incifion 
made through the Peritoneum or 'Tendons of 
the Oblique Mutcles of the Abdomen, and there- 
fore that the Operation fhould not be deferred 
till the Patient’s Strength is too much exhaufted 
by continual Pain and an encreafed fymptomatie 
Fever, a want of Reft, and an inability of 
keeping any Nourifhment in the Stomach and 
Inteftines. 

In the Proceffes of this Operation, it has 
been faid that no part of the Omentum fhould 
be cut away unlefs it be mortified, but I am 
perfuaded it will be found neceflary to differ 
from this Rule upon particular Occafions, and 
from attending to the Hiftory of the following 
Cafe I don’t at all doubt but the Pra¢tice will 
be judg’d reafonable and neceflary by Men of 
Candour and Experience in the Profeflion of 
Surgery. 


CAoe 
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CASE XXX; 


FN the Month of February, 1757, I was 

called upon to vifit Mr. 4. B.a Gentleman 
who had been confined to his Bed for twelve 
Days with an Hernia Inguinalis, for which he 
had received no Relief at all from any. thing 
that had been done for him; but, on the con- 
trary, he gradually grew worfe and worfe. 
_ Upon feeling the Tumour I difcovered a 


very great Tenfion upon it, the Tumour reached. 


from the Perforation of the Obl:quus Defcendens 
Mutcle of the Abdomen to half way down the 
Scrotum. The Patient had a fevere fymptoma- 
tic Fever, was haraffed with frequent Retch- 
ing, had voided no Excrement by Stool for the 
laft feven or eight Days ; and was in fo great and 
continual Pain, that he was defirous of fub- 
mitting to any Treatment that might be thought 
reafonable, and likely to give him eafe. There 
was a confiderable Tenfion and Hardnef§ on 
the upper part of the Tumour, juft fuch an 
one as I have frequently had an Opportunity 
of semarking, (and which perhaps is not ealy 

to 
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to defcribe,) where no Relief could be afforded 
in the like Difeafe but by Operation; under 
thefe Circumftances I was convinced he had 
no chance of Recovery but by fubmitting to 
the Operation, which I imagined could not be 
deferred many Hours longer without greatly 
diminifhing the Profpec&t of its Succels; for 
this Reafon I propofed it to him, to which he 
readily acquiefced, and it was accordingly done: 
After making my Incifion with a round pointed 
Knife, which I began a little above the fupe- 
rior Extent of the Tumour, and continued a 
little below the inferior Extent of it, I pro- 
ceeded with Care to divide the Sac of the | 
Hernia, which difcovered to me a confiderable 
portion of the Omentum rolled up like a Ball. — 
The Ball of Omentum had a very uncommon — 
Appearance; to the Touch it was fo ecrifp and 
fo near to a ftate of Brittlenefs that I was for 
fome time in doubt what it was; I feparated 
its Fibres pretty eafily with my Fingers, and 
at length arrived at its Centre ; in which was 
inclofed a fmall portion of the Lvte/tinum Teum, 
or “Fejunum, I could not tell which, nor was it 
at all material for me to determine this Point» 
The Gut had acquired a dark brown Appear- 
ance, and felt quite tenfe: I proceeded next to 
: | divide 
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divide the Rings of the Mufcles obliquely up- 


wards and outwards, and then returned the 


Inteftine into the Abdomen by gently prefling 
it with my Fingers. The Inftrument I ufed 
for dilating the Rings of the Abdominal Muf- 
cles was a pair of Probe Sciflars, which I have 
always found to be the moft manageable 
and lefs hazardous Inftrument for this pur- 
pofe, and which in general may very fafely 
be made ufe of without the Afiiftance of any 
other Guide than the Fore-finger of the left 
Hand, which muft be farft introduced a little 
way through the Wound of the Tendons of 
the oblique Mufcles of the Abdomen, with 


which the Inteftine may be ealily kept fafely un- | 


der, and the lower Blade of the Sciffars by this 
Method prevented from doing any mifchief, 
Arter the Inteftine was returned into the 
Abdomen 1 cut away at leaft two Ounces of 
the difeafed Omentum, which was the whole of 
what lay in the Scrotum, without making any 
Ligature upon it, from which no Blood at all 
was difcharged. ‘That Portion of the Omentum 
which lay in the paflage from the Abdomen 
to the Scrotum adhered firmly to the neigh- 
bouring Parts, where I left it, and then made 


two tranfverfe Stitches through the Lips of | 


O the 
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the upper part of the Wound, by: paffing: the 

Needle through the Integuments only at about 

the third part of an Inch from the Edges of 

the Wound, and at about an Inch diftant from 

one another; the Ligatures were about ‘the 

thicknefs of a common filver Probe, made 

of coarfe Thread, but not waxed, becaufe thefe 

are lef liable to wear through the Edges of a 

Wound than Ligatures that are waxed, and 
therefore to be preferred in all Cafes, where 

they are defigned merely as Retentives. | 

-IMMEDIATELY after the Operation- an 
emollient Clyfter was adminiftered as an inter+ — 

nal Fomentation, and to procure an Evacuation 

of the Feces, both which purpofes it very well 

an{fwered; but as there ftill remained fome 

Pain in the édomen, and the Pulfe was now 

become too quick and full, the Patient was 
twice let Blood in the firft three Days after the — 
Operation, which wholly removed the Remains ' 
of the Inflammation ; from this time he went 

happily on, and in lefs than five Weeks’ the 
Cure of the Wound was completed. To pres’ 
vent any return of the Complaints, the Patient? 

was very ftrictly kept upon a foft liquid Diet 
for a Fortnight after the Operation, and then? ; 
he jwas permitted to eat only fuch Solids as’ 
. were J 
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were fuppoted to: be the moft eafy . nl Digeftion 
till he'v was _— well, 


Remark. 


AGREEABLE to the Adtlice of the moft 
eminent Practitioners I directed the Patient to 
wear a fteel Trufs upon the Part, which he. 
has done ever fince the Wound has been healed, 
but I believe in this particular Inftlance there 
was no great occafion for fuch a Precaution ; 
fince that Portion of the Omentum which ad- 
hered to the internal. Surface of the Paflage 
leading from the Abdomen to the Scrotum, 
ferved effectually to ftop up the natural Open- - 
ing, and rendered a return of the Hernia not 
very probable. The Method of treating the 
Wound was by fomenting it twice a Day with 
an emollient Fomentation ; the Part was dreffed 
with warm Digettive, and over the Digeftive 
a Pledgit of ‘Tow f{pread with the Ceratui aj- 
| um was laid, all which Dreflings were fecured 
on with a broad fingle T Bandage, and con- 
| tinued as long as was thought right. In this 

| Operation. it is: fometimes foiind neceflary not 
jonly to remove part of the Omentum when 
|difeafed, but to take away likewife a part of 
the Peritoneum that forms the Sac of the Her- 
O 2 nia: 
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nia > This Sac fometimes becomes exceedingly 
indurated and thickened, under which Circum- 
{tances the Excifion oF it is advifeable and 
stele , Ue 
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CA Sok oa 
Of an incarcerated Hernia | Inguinalis. 


B. about 20 Years of Age, in the Year 
1748-9, was brought into the Hofpital 
with an. Hernia Hibuinale: which he had been 
fubject to for many Years without ever wear- 
ing a Trufs. It had been down for ten Days, 


attended with exceflive Pain, without being 


once returned, or any means ufed to relieve 
him. His Symptoms were a low languid Pulfe, 
frequent reachings to Vomit, and Hiccoughs. 
The Tumour was ftill exceedingly tenfe, for 
Which reafon it was judged advifeable to pro- 
ceed immediately to the Operation. The Con- 
tents were a Part of the Inteftinum Teum and 
Omentum, both exceedingly inflamed, and the 


latter tending to Mortification. ‘They adhered 


to each other, and the Omentum to the Sac 
formed by the Per itoneum, which was become 
, thicker 
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thicker than a Crown-piece;: and feemed quite 
difting from: the. Tunica. Vaginalis, upon 
which it lay. "The Sac as well as theodifeafed 
Part of the Omentum were cut off, without 
making any Ligature upon either of them. 
The Inteftine and found part of the Omentum 
were returned into the dddemen, and two 
Stitches were made through: the Integuments, 
after, having firft dilated the Rings of the 
oblique Mutcles. upwards and outwards with 
a Pair of Probe Sciflars. Soon after the Ope- 
fation, a Clyfter was adminiftered, by which 
means two or three Stools were procured, and 
the Patient grew tolerably eafy.., The fecond 
Day after the Operation, the whole Abdomen 


became prodigioufly enlarged and tenfe ; ‘but 


ina few Days afterwards it fubfided, by the 
help of Fomentations and Clyfters, and _ the 
Patient went on feemingly well to the eigh- 
teenth Day ; when on a fudden he became 


very reftlefs, a violent Loofenefs, attended with — 


delirium, enfued ; ; and he expired about forty- 
‘eight Hours after this Attack. Upon open- 
ing the Body, I found the Inteftines in general 
greatly inflamed, the Meum was mortified in 
“many places, and feveral Abcefies were ee 
in the Mefentery. 


mo id a en 
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Query. Is it not probable, that the bad 
Symptoms, fuch as Inflammation, Tenfion, &e. 
ceafed a few Days after the Operation; and 
that the Fever, attended with Inflammation, 
which came on afterwards, was merely acci- 
dental and not at all the Effect of the Qpe- 
ration? Since it is very certain that all In- 
flammations of the {mall Inteftines, termi- 
nating in Mortification, are very {peedy, and 
admit of no great Intermiffion in their Progrefs. 
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Of an Hernia Umbilicalis from Tapping. 


Py] Otwithftanding it feldom happens that an 
“§ Hernia is formed in confequence of 


opening the Integuments at the Navel, in 
order to evacuate the Water contained in the 
Abdomen, in that. Species of Dropfy called 


Afcites; yet there have been undoubted In- 


ftances where this Species of Rupture has 
arifen merely from this Caufe, and been at- 
tended with fuch Circumftances as made it 
neceflary to perform the Operation for the 

Hernia 
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fleruia, Unbilicalis. At appears that the open- 
ing made throu gh the Peritoneum, thou gh very 
{mall, -is neverthele(s capable of being fo much 
enlarged from the Stream of Water in the time 
of its Evacuation, or from the Preffi lure of the 
Inteftines againft. the internal Part of that 
Membrane, grown greatly diftended and flac- 
cid from the Quantity and Nature of the 
Contents, as to make it incapable of refifting 
the Force it fometimes meets with in Cough- 
ing, Sneezing, &c. ; 


A. B. was admitted into the Hofpital with 
an A{fcites or Dropfy of the .addomen, which 
was become fo diftended by the Water, as to 
render him incapable of lying down with- 
out bringing on fuch a difficulty of Breath- 
ing as threatened Suffocation (from the Com- 
preffion, probably, which the Diaphragm and 
Lungs laboured under in this Situation of the 
Body) for thefe Reafons it was judged neceflary 
to Tap him. Upon Examination, his Navel ap- 
peared protuberant, and puthed forward as large 
as,an Egg. Its Integuments were thin, and 
| almoft traniparent. Upon my confidering that 
an opening made through this part would 
be fufficient to evacuate all the Water ; and 
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having feveral times performed the fame Ope» 
ration (agreeable to the Advice ‘of the Mo- 
derns) without incurring the leaft inconve- 
nience, I did not at all hefitate at the Pro- 
priety of repeating it, which I did in the fol- 
lowing manner. 

Tue Patient being feated in a + Chait of a 
convenient Height, and his Hands properly 
placed acrofs the upper Part of the Abdomen, 
at the fame time an Affiftant prefling on each 
fide of it, I plunged the Point of a common 
Lancet in to the Navel on its moft protuberant 
part, and by this means difcharged the whole 
of the Fluid without farther trouble: After 


this a flannel Comprefs, dipt in Spirits, was 


applied upon a Plaifter that was firft put to 


the Wound, which was fecured on by a long 


flannel. Roller, and the Patient removed to 
Bed.. He was as well as. could be withed | 
for feveral Days after the Operation, but. at 
length complained of exceflive’ Pain in the 
Navel, which appeared fwelled and inflamed, 
attended with frequent reachings to Vomit and 
Fever (the conftant Symptoms. of an incarce- 
rated Hernza) I endeavoured to relieve shim 


by Fomentations, Clyfters, ce. but his Pains 


remaining intolerable; and being incapable - of 
atlitt. 


Gases #2 SURGERY 


affatting him iby: any other means. I proceeded 


to the Operation, ‘which J sarin in the 
following Manner... 


Tue, Patient, being sremoved ri ia: Bed: 


and laid fupinely upon a Table of a convenient 
Height, covered over with a double Blanket, 


I placed a Pillow under his Shoulders, by. 


which means the édomen became relaxed ; 
his. Legs. at the fame Time hanging down 


fromthe Sides. of the, Table, were properly | 
fecured by two Afiiftants., After this, I began 


with.making .an Incifion, with a round-edged 
Knife, at the upper Extent of the Tumour; 


continuing it in a ftraight Dire@ion down- 


wards, alittle beyond its lower Extent ; upon 
cutting through the Integuments, I -difcovered 
a Portion of the Inteftimuim Meum without any 
of the Omentum; the Inteftine was greatly 
inflamed. § When I had proceeded thus far, 
rod introduced. the Fore-finger of my left Hand 
through the. Wound into, the Cavity of the 


Abdomen, with which I gently compreffed. the 
Inteftine, and then proceeded. to: enlarge the- 


Wound with the fame Knife, which I intro. 
duced. upon my. Fore-finger. . This gave me 
an Opportunity of returning the Inteftine with. 
out Difficulty. It appeared -quiee.loofe, and 
free 
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free from adhefion. When the Inteftine was. 
thus returned, I made, one Ligature acrofs the 
Wound, by pafling a crooked Needle through 
the Integuments only, at about a Quarter of 
an Inch from the Edge of the Lips of the 
Wound: But the Abdomen appearing. confi- 
derably diftended in two Days after the Opera- 


tion, and the Patient complaining of | great 


uneafinefs from the Ligature, I immediately 
cut it away, which relieved him; but the 
Symptoms of his Vomiting, @e. ftill con- 
tinued, and he expired in a few Days’ after- 
wards. 


Query. Is it not probable, that if the Ope- 
ration of the Paracentefis had been performed 
on the left Side of the Abdomen, obliquely. 
below the Navel, half way betwixt. that and 
the Spine of the Os Deum, that the Patient 


- might have lived for fome time, as is very 


common in Cafes of this kind; and is it not 
more than probable that his fpeedy Death 
was brought en by the ftrangulated Inteftine? 
if this be allowed, it may be inferred from 
the preceding Cafe, that the Operation. can- 
not be faid to be entirely free from, that. 
Danger which may always be avoided by, 


tapping 
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tapping with the Trocar, in that part of the 
Abdomen, T have juft now defcribed: But I 
mutt own this Accident is not often likely to 
occur, fince ‘this is the only Inftance of the 
kind I have ever feen, which arofe from the 
like Caufe. 
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Of a Wound penetrating the Abdomen. 


W. aged 22, was ftabbed with a Horfe- 
* Picker on Wednefday the 22d of November, 
1748, about three Inches a little obliquely on 
the right Side, below the Navel. He bled 
very little at firft; about an Inch of the {mall 


Inteftine puthed out at the Orifice, which was 


returned by a git ee and the Wound 
fewed up. 


Tue Wound continued difcharging Blood 


in fmall Quantities till the Sunday following, 


when his Fever increafed, and a large Quan- 


tity (as nearly as could be gueffed about a 
Pint) of blackith curdled Blood, burft out at 
the Orifice; the Ligature burt open the fol- 
| igwing Week, 


THE 
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Tur Fever continued with Vomitings aca 
companied with a Tenfion of the whole 4. 
domen, which was patticularly hard and tumi- 
fied, in the Neighbourhood of the Orifice. 

In this circumftance, I had. thoughts: of 
dilating the Abdomen, in order to evacuate’ the 
extravafated Blood ; but the Sunday following 
it difcharged itfelf in a larger Quantity than 
before, and continued to difcharge very greatly 
for fome Days, when at laft it began to di- 
minith; all the bad Symptoms (Vomiting, 
Purging, Fever, lofs of Appetite, C.J’ by 
degrees abating, and in. procefs of. time “the 
Difcharge was purulent, but confiderable in 
Quantity. However, it healed without any 
further Incifion, and was well the 17th of 
anuary following. 


Query. Is it not reafonable to imagine, from 
the Circumftances attending this Cafe, that 
the Violence of the Symptoms arofe from 
the extravafated Fluid being confined in, the 


Cavity, and from the Inflammation confe- 


quent upon the Needle and Ligature being 
pafled through the Peritoneum and tendinous 
expanfions of the tranfoerse Mi soles? 


Tr 
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| If is probable, that if a free Difcharge of 


the Blood «could have been procured from — 


the Beginning (which might. poflibly have 
been effected by leaving a depending Orifice) 
thefe Symptoms would have been prevented. 
So thatin all Wounds penetrating the Cavity 
of the Abdomen, we fhould only make ufe of 
the Suture, where the Inteftines are incapable 
of being retained in their. proper Situation 
without’ it ; at the fame time having a Re- 
ward to'a depending Orifice for the Difcharge 
arifing from the divided Vefiels. 
clopkosbockestockuukechecadtertuck chochugltuckuclackotoskuoteck 
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Of the Stone in the Bladder of Urine, 


HIE Stone in the Bladder is a Difeate 
~ SL to which both Sexes are fubject, and 


probably the Urine of Females is equally liable : 
with that of Males to the formation of ftony 


Concretions ; but as the Urethra of Women are 
larger, fhorter, more depending in their fitua- 
tion, and more capable of Dilatation than thofe 
_ of Men, thefe may very likely be the Reafons 
why fo few Females compared with the 
hy number 
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number of Males, are. in fuch a degree afflicted 
with this Difeafe, as to require the Surgeon’s 
Affiftance for the extraction of one; of more 
Stones out of the Bladder. The exact differ- 
ence betwixt the number of Males and Fe 
males that undergo this Operation, Iam unable 
to afcertain; but, by what I can recolle& from 
my own Experience and Obfervation, I think 
{ may venture to fay there are at leaft ten 
Males to one Female who come under the 
Surgeon’s Hands upon this Account. In fome 
Subjects it happens that the formation of .a 
Stone originally begins in the Papille of the 
Kidneys, in others in the Pelves of the Kidneyss 
whilit in others there is no apparent difpofition 
to a formation of a Stone in any part of the 
Kidneys themfelves, or their Pelves, but. this 
Stone concreting Difpofition begins to fhew itfelf 
in the Bladder, as appears to have been fome- 
times the Cafe from the Effects that are pro. 
duced by extrancous Bodies; fuch as Pins, 
Needles, Bodkins, Bullets, Bits of Bone, Bou- 
gies, Sc. which were accidentally admitted into 
the Bladder, and which by being lodged there, 
have fhortly attracted the gravelly particles of 
the Urine, and became the Nucl, or Bafes 
of Stones of a confiderable Size. Inftances of 

| — thefe 
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théfe Phanomena have now and then occured 
to Men of ‘Experience; of which we have 
many Accounts delivered tous from undoubted 
authority : Amongft thefe; the Cafe of MM. EF. 


defcribed in one of the following Cafes is 


perhaps one of the moft fingular, and unac- 
countable: If the Stone be originally formed 
in any pact of the Kidneys, it often happens 
from the Streams of Urine which are almoft 
continually fecreted by thefe Bodies, and plenti- 
fully conveyed from them through the Tuéuli 
Urinarii into their Membranous Pelves, that 
the ftony Particles are wafhed away through 
the Urefers into the Bladder; from . whence 
they are happily difcharged by the Urethra, 
fometimes in the Shape of complete round 
fmall Stones of a reddifh Hue, réfembling 
the Spawn of a boiled Lobfter, whiift at other 
times they are voided in the figure of Barley- 


corns, Olive-ftones, &c. and are of different: 


Colours and Confiftencies in different Subjects, 
But this is not always the cafe, for it now and 
then happens that a Stone though fmall enough 
to'be difcharged from the Bladder into the 
Urethra is incapable of pafling through that 
Channel with the Stream of Urine, therefore 
it muaft neceflarily remain there till it be re- 

3 : moved 
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moved by Art, which fometimes it is found 
neceilary to do by Incifion, on account of the 


Violence of the Pain,’ as well as by reafon of | 


a fuppreflion of Urine, being brought on ~~ 
the Paflage being plugged up. | 
Ar other times it has happened, that a Sttind 


has remained fixed in the Urethra for feveral 


Years without occafioning any confiderabie 


‘Sain or a fuppreffion of Urine, and that the 


Stone has at length encreafed to a very ex- 
traordinary Size, becoming troublefome only 
from its Weight and Bulk: An Inftance of 
which I have lately had under my Care, which 
on Account of its Singularity I have thought 


proper to give the following fhort Account of; 


and have likewife caufed a Drawing of the 
Stone to be made, and added to: this Chapter. 
S. B. a young Man aged 20 Years, “put 
himfelf under my Care in September 1759, 
to be cured of a Complaint which’ he had in 
the Urethra. Upon Enquiry I was informed: by 


him tnat he had little or: no Pain, that he « 


had no difficulty in voiding his Urine, which he 


- did in a full Stream) but that he had a. Swelling 


betwixt the Scrotum and Anus, whien was 
inconvenient to him when he moved about, 


Upon — 
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Upon feeling the Part there was a very evi- 
dent hardnefs,, and Tumour; by introducing 
a Bougie, or Female Catheter into the Urethra, 
it was plain there was aStone. I advifed the 
cutting it out, which was complied with, and 
I proceeded to the performance of the Opera- 
tion in the following manner. . 

Tuer Patient being placed upon a fteady 
Table of a convenient Height, covered with a 
double Blanket, and a Pillow being placed 
under his Shoulders, I caufed his Hands and 


Feet to be tied together in the fame manner 


as is done in the Operation of cutting for the 


Stone in the Bladder. The Patient bela fteadily 
held in this pofture by two Affiftants, I divided 


the Uretbra longitudinally, by Incifion, as far 
as the Tumour extended; and with my 
Thumb and Finger, I readily extracted the 
Stone: After the Stone was extracted, J 
brought the Lips of the Wound together and 
kept them io with the twifted Suture. By 
means of this Suture, and by pafling a Bougie 


through the Urethra beyond the extent of the 


Incifion, which was continued in. the paflage 
every Day for feveral Hours. the Wound 
sana happily on till it was quite healed, 
a ‘P. which 
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which was in about three Webks ;,and there 
remained no inconvenience at all. 

N. B. The Patient never. remembered to 
have had any Pain like a Fit. of the Stone. 
Sometimes it unhappily proves, that the Stone 
which is formed in the Papille or Pelves: of 
the Kidneys remains in that Situation, til] it 
has arrived to fo confiderable a, Size,,as .to 
be incapable of pafling eaftly through.the Ure, 
ters; from whence Inflammations, excruciating 
Pains in the {mall of the Back,» extending 
obliquely acrofs the Abdonen,.accompanyed. 
with Vomitings, Contraction, of the {permatic 
Chord and Tefticle, and a Numbnefs_of the 
internal Part of the Thigh on. the difeafed 
Side are in fome Subjects produced ; which: 
fevéral Symptoms are.often happily. removed. 
by the Phyfician’s Affiftance. Sometimes. the 
Difeaie terminates in the Death of the. Pa- 
tient; at other times it has happened that a 
Stone from being immovyeably fixed in) the 
Pelvis of the Kidneys, has produced an Inflam-~ : 
mation and Enlargement of that Body, and its. 
neighbouring Parts; which has at length ended. 
in an Abfcefs; and by burfting | has aa an 
external Opening; through: which there have, 

been | 
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been’ occafional’ Difeharges of gravelly, “and 
ftony Particles.’ “But if this’ Fumout’ be“opened 
by Incifion, and the ftony Particles be exe 
tracted by the “Surgeon, the Operation ‘fs then 
called Nephrotomy ; which Operation notwith- 
ftanding whatever may have been faid by 
Marchetti or others upon the Subject, can only 
take place when thus circumftanced, and then 
the performance of the Operation is not attended 
with any greater difficulty than the Opening 
an Abfcefs in any other part of the Body. — 
“Tr the Stone has pafled from the Kidney 


through the Urefer into the Bladder, and re= 


mains there till it becomes large, it feldom 


happens that it is long confined in the Bla adder : 
without bringing on painful Symptoms ; the | 


frequency and ‘feverity of which depend upon 
Contftitution, Motion, the Size, Situation and 
Form of the external Surface of the Stone, 


or Stones, that are lodged: in the Bladder, 
Rough, large and pointed Stones, ceteris pari- 


bus, being always productive of more fevere 


Symptoms than fuch as are fiicoth, ‘hot 


rugged, and fmall. 

“THe Symptoms which arife’ froma OG aie 
inthe Bladder are different-in different Sub- 
jects, both as to frequency and feverity : Some 

2 People 
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People who are afflicted with this Difeafe 
complaining of continual Pain, whilft others 
{hall enjoy long intervals of Eafe; but this 
difference, as I have before obferved, depends 
upon Circumftances. For inftance, if the Stone 
in the Bladder be {mall, not pointed, -nor 
tugged; if the Patient be of a fober Difpofition, 
and his ftation of Life gives him’ an ‘oppor- 
tunity of keeping ftill and quiet, the Neck of 
the Bladder (which perhaps is the principal Seat 
of Pain) will not in general) be fubjected to 
fuch frequent Irritations «and» confequent Ins 
flammations as.it would otherwife beso Asa 
Proof of the Neck of the Bladder being the? 
Part chiefly affected in a Pit of the Stone, and: 
from whence ‘the feverity of the Pain arifes, I 
affirm I have often obferved, upon fearching: 
Patients who labour under this Difeafe, that 
although they have been in exceflive Torture 
at the time of {ubmitting themfelves to this’ 
Examination, the Inftrument by paffing into! 
the Bladder has removed the Stone’ from the! 
beginning of the Urethra; in confequence of) 
which the Patient received very {peedy Relief, 
and an Interval of perfect Eafe has fucceeded® 
and continued till the Stone teturned ‘to the 
Neck of the Bladder; which, in fome in-° 

{tances 
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Rives’: ‘has not. happened for a confiderable 
time afterwards. | 
Tue Symptoms arifing from a Fit of the 
Stone are not always fuch as can entitle the 
Surgeon to determine pofitively upon the true 


nature of the Difeafe without - fearching ; there 


being many Caufes which produce almoit the 
fame Effects in the Bladder as thofe arifing 
from a. Stone. If the Neck of the Bladder, 
ot the Urethra itfelf, be inflamed in confequence 


of an Excrefcence, or Contraction of either of. 


thefe parts arifing from Venereal, or other 


Caufes; or if the Patient labours under a Dif- 


eafe of the Inte/linum Rectum proceeding from 
the Piles, or a fchirrous ftate of that Gut, 
thefe Maladies will frequently produce fuch 
Symptoms as are very like fome of thofe 
attendant upon a Stone in the Bladder, and I 


have known feveral Inftances, where from an 


Impofthumation of the Kidney (a Difeafe I 
think more frequent in Females than Males) 
fach excruciating Pains have arifen in the 
Bladder, Urethra, and neighbouring Parts, 
attended with almoft conftant inclination to 
Urine, and voiding it by little and little, with 


a large Quantity of flimy fediment depofited 


in the Urinal, as has rendered it impoffible 
| ee | for 
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for me to determine abfolutely what the Dit 
eafe was, till I have been convinced trom 
fearching into the Bladder, that neither a 
Stone nor any other Difeafe of that. part, or 
the Uretbra, has’ been the Caufe of thefe:Com- 
plaints. The Patients under thefe Afflictions 
have gradually wafted away, and’ at length 
died; feveral of which I have had an ‘oppor- 
tunity of Opening, and have fometimes found 
one Kidney, fometimes both, greatly wafted, 
exceedingly flabby, and a confiderable Quantity 
of Matter has, by {queezing, been prefled out 
of their Labuli or Papille; in thefe I have 
never found any gravelly. or {tony Particles ; 
and I have obferved that the Patients had very 
little or no Complaints in the Kidneys them- 
felves, which J fuppofe may be accounted for 
from their being fo f{paringly fupplyed with 
Nerves, as. Anatomy teaches us they are. At 
other times I have known much the fame 
Complaints produced ia the urinary parts of 
Females, as thofe I- have already defcribed,, 
where no Stone nor any other Difeafe of the 
Bladder or Urethra has appeared upon fearch-. 


ing; but upon introducing my Finger up the 


Vagina a Seurrhus of the Urerus and Vagina’ has 
heen difcoved, from whence arife thofe aife¢tions. 


of 
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of the Bladder,from.a confent of ‘parts. But 
in-thefe Cafes.there was no flimy Sediment in 
the Urine ; ae when the Kidneys are much 
affected, .is \generally) very glutinous, and 
remarkably great. in Quantity. | : 

» THoucu I have obferved -that fome of he 
DS ctlicg which. .are attendant upon a Stene 
in the Bladder. are fimilar to thofe that are 
oproduced, from many other Caufes, yet I 
think there-are certain Symptoms which are 
peculiar to the Stone.. Thefe are an inclination 
ito go to, Stool, attended with a baring down 
refi the Rectum whenever the Patient Urines, an 
_ incapacity, of riding .on. Horfeback, or in a 
» Carbiage. upon rugged roads, without greatly 
aggravating the ufual Symptoms, and fome- 
4imes bringing on an evacuation of bloody 
fiisines: which, circumftances. when joined to 
van encreafed Pain in voiding the laft Drops of 
=, Urine, and that Pain is continued to the Glaus 
Penis, make it hardly doubtful that the Patient 
shas a Stone in the Bladder. But the . moft 
,,certain marks of the Diitemper are the Patients 
being capable, of feeling fomething roll about 
.-in his Bladder, and of eafing his Pain,. or pro- 
,.moting the evacuation of his Urine by altering 
.,thePofition of his Body, or by thrufting his 
P 4 Finger 
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Finger up the Fundament, by which means | 
the Stone becomes removed from. the Neck 
of the Bladder; which is a very common thing 
with Boys to endeavour at by ftanding upon 
their Heads, and by forcibly pulling — their 
Yards; by which means the Prepuce in them 
almoit always becomes contiderably elongated 
and inflamed. | | : | 

Tuus much I thought not improper to fay 
upon this Subject before I proceeded to an ac- 
count of the three following Cafes, as it might 
poflibly give tome Information to the younger 
Surgeons, for whom thefe Papers are intended, 
and probably may prevent them from giving 
too pofitive an Opinion in Difeafes of this kind, 
before they have fufficiently fatisfied them- 
felves of the Facts by a previous Examination 
of the Parts, which I would always recommend 
to be done, left they fall into an Error of 
Judgment. 
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we. gti Cafe of the Stone. 


T is a Maxim laid down by the moft ex- 
perienced Writers in Surgery, that when a 
Stone, taken out of the Bladder, is found to 
be rough on its Surface, it amounts to a 
Proof of there being no other’ remaining 
‘behind. “But notwithftanding it is confirmed 


by Experience, that this Obfervation is gene- 


rally well grounded, yet there are Inftances 
which prove this Rule to be not altogether 
without exception. 

For which reafon it is advifeable not to 
be determined abfolutely from appearances 
only, but to be farther fatisfied during the 
Operation, by introducing the Fore-finger, or 
a Female Catheter, through the Wound into 
the Bladder; which may always be done with- 
out giving much Pain to the Patient, or any 
great trouble to the Operator 5 and is doubtlefs 
the beft way of being fatisfied in a fact of 


{fo great Importance. 
z oe SINCE 
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Since I have had the Opportunities of 
making the two following Obfervations, I 
can’t help conjecturing, that there have been 
fome Infiances of a Stone, or Stones, being left 
behind in the Bladder, merely from having too 
great a Confidence in this general Rule at the 
time of Operating; which Opinion I,am led 
into, from having fometimes. known Patients 
relapfe into the fame. Diforder,. AM, a. fow 
Months or Weeks after, the. healing, of. their 
Wounds, and to require a fecond. Operation : 


When the Stone, upon, being extracted, has 
appeared. of. fo. confiderable a Size,, as to make 


it probable that it: mut have been of much 


jonger. growth than, the fhort time between 


the two. Operations could admit of, 
, In, ,OGober177535 I-cut a Boy. of 14, ofa 


ae Age,. from whom I extracted a rough. Stone 


of the. Size of a Pigeon’s Egg. After which, I 


‘introduced my F ore-finger through the Wound 


into the Bladder, and difcovered a fecond © 


-rough Stone nearly of the Size with the 


former, which I likewife extracted, and, the — 
Patient, secoyered. without. any Occurrences ! 
worthy of communication, 
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In afew Days after the Operation, it com- 
monly “happens that fome of the Urine pafles 
through the Urethra, and continues todo fo 
without interruption, till the whole of it finds 
‘its way through this Channel, and till the 
Wound is ‘healed; but Ihave fonetimes ob- 
ferved, that at the end of feveral Weeks, the 
‘Urine ftill continues to flow in great Quantities 


through the Wound, and endangers a Fiftula, 


or at leaft greatly retards the healing of the 
“Wound. In fuch cafes, I have often introduced 
‘a Bougie through the Urethra into the Bladder, 
‘with advantage. This, by equally diftending 
the Pafiage, and preffing upon the internal part 
of the Wound, has in a few Days diverted the 
“Courfe of the Urine, and’ difpofed the Parts to 
heal more evenly and ex ‘peditioufly than they 
pester well, aia have done. 


N. B. The Ria Gn igh induced me to be 
“particularly circum{pect in the Cafe I have jut 
now fpoken of; arofe from the following Ac- 
cident. 3 

In December 1752, ‘I faw ten rough Stones 
prefented tothe Royal Society, which were taken 


out 
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out of the Bladder of an old Man; the largett 
of which weighed eight Ounces and arr half, 
the others were finall; thefe Stones were taken 
out of the Bladder after the Patient’s Death. 
SINCE then it appears, from the preceding 
Accounts, that two Inftances have occurred in 
fo fhort a time, which prove Exceptions to the 
general Rule laid down by almoft all’ Writers, 
I was induced to offer thefe Hiftories to prove 


the poffibility of the like phe ngrain ea caee 


ing again. 
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Of a piece of Bone, together with a Stone in the. 


~ Bladder, fuccefifully extracted. Inforted in 
the Philofophical Tranfactions, printed Anno 


1753: 


mon to both Sexes, and the Symptoms 


and Circumftances attending it, are in general , 
fo much alike and fo well known, as to render . 


few Cafes of this kind worthy of particular 
notice; but as the following is attended with 
a very fingular, and perhaps unparallelled 

Cir- 


a HE Stone in the Bladder is a Difeafe com- 


eas F4 
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Circumftance, I am induced, merely on this 


account, to ee a fhoit Hiftory of the follow- 
ing wana 


~ 


M. E pats 48, (incall other refpects ‘an _ 


healthy Woman) had been’ afflicted with the 
Symptoms of the Stone in the Bladder for 
about two Years, for which fhe put herfelf 
under my Care. After having prepared her 
in the ufual manner, I proceeded to the Ope- 
ration, but ina Method fomewhat different 
from that generally practifed, which is effected 
merely by a forcible Dilatation, and confequent 
Laceration of the Urethra; but having almoft 
always obferved an Incontinence of Urine, in 
confequence of this Method of Operating, for 
this reafon, and from the Succefs which I had 
fome time ago met with in the Cafe of 


fo 


M. B. mentioned hereafter, from whom I. 


had extraGted an Excrefcence that was growing 
on the Infide of the Bladder; I differed from 
the ufual Method of Operating, and cut the 
Urethra obliquely: upwards on the right Side 
to about ‘half its length, which I eafily ef- 
fe&ted by introducing a {mall Knife into the 
Groove of the Staff, and found very little force 
Begiti ‘ifite ta the Introduction of the Gorget and 


Forceps 
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Forceps into the Bladder, and in the Extrac-’ 


tion of the Stone and piece of Bone. 


Upon laying holdof the Stone, it broke, fo’ 


that only a part of it, of the fize a Pigeon’s 
Egg, was extracted upon the firft Introdudtion 


OF the For ceps into the Bladder ; ‘upon intro- 


ducing the Forceps a fecond time, I extracted 
a ragged and irregular piece of Bone, weighing 
fixteen Grains, which Ihave now in = 
Cuftody. 

Brerore the Bone was wafhed and cleanfed, 
its Cavities appear’d filled, and covered with a 
Mixture. of hairy and ftony.. Particles; ftom 
whence I conjecture, that the bit of Bone 
probably was the Nucleus of the Stone. 


NoTruHine remarkable occurred during the 


Cure, but that the Patient ever fince the fe- 


cond Day after the Operation, was capable of 


retaining her Urine, and recovered perfectly» 
int lefs Aitit three Weeks after the Operation . 


was performed. 


Since the Performance of the preceding 


Operations, I have always followed the ‘fame’ 
Method: of dividing a part of the Urethra’ 


ad 


in Females, lath £6 (the® ntoduG@ion: 6 


the Gorget, @v. and have found it to ‘be™ 
much more e2fy to the Patient, lefs troublefome 


to 


> 


eS 
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to. the Operator, and) more fuccefsful than 


when performed by a) forcible, Dilatation of 
the Urethra without Incifion. 


CAS E XXXVI. 


A verti BBR inflance of four Rough Stones 
that were difcovered in an human Urinary 
Bladder contrary to the received Opinion ; and 
fucefsfully extratted from thence by the lateral 


Method of cutting for the Stone. Communicated . 


to the Royal Society’ and inferted in their 
a. jor the Year 1750. 


H E Gacoesti Seams thot inl 
Papers have met with from the Royad 
Sctety, which I have done myfelf the Honour 


of addrefling to them, encourages me. to take. 


the liberty of offering the following Account 
to their Confideration ; and I am. the. more 


immediately induced to fubmit this Paper to 


their perufal, as the Fact hereafter related cans 
not be confidered as a matter of mere Curiofity : 
Since it is probable, that the Inferences deduce 


from the Hiftory of the- fubfequent Caius 
pe when — 


BET. 
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when properly attended to, may prove of the — 
greateft Confequence to the future Eafe and 
Health of fuch unhappy Patients as labour © 
under the like Misfortune, as well as be a 
means of preventing-the Operator from, fall- 
ing into fuch an Error as cannot fail of draw- ~ 
ing an Imputation upon his Character in the 
Practice of one of the moft capital, and dif- — 
ficult Undertakings in his Profeffion. 

Ir is a Maxim layed down by the moft judi- — 
cious and beft received Writers upon Opera-_ 
tions in Surgery, that when the Surface of 
a Stone, which has been extraéted from the 
Bladder, appears to be totally Rough, it amounts — 
to a Proof that there is no other Stone ac- 
companying it: But notwithftanding I admit 
it is from Experience found, that this Obfer- 
vation is in general well grounded, it will — 
neverthelefs appear from the following Cafe | 
that this Rule is not unacceptionable: For — 
which reafon it muft doubtlefs be thought : 
right that we fhould not be determined from — 
Circumftances only; but on the contrary, — 
that it is neceflary for every Surgeon to take | 
fuch Methods during the Operation, as will — 
enable him to judge with that degree of cer- 
~ | tainty, 
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tainty, without which he cannot be ennabled > 
to do. | 

Tue Methods I would recommend are, 
thefe, that after the Extraction of a Stone from. 
the Bladder, though the whole of its Surface 
be Rough, the Operator fhould neverthelefs 
introduce the Fore-finger of his left or right 
Hand through the Wound into the Cavity of 
the Bladder; by which means, if the Subje& 
be under 12 or 14 Years of age, he will be 
ennabled to come in contact with every in- 
ternal part of the Bladder; but if the Subject 
-be an Adult, and of a corpulent Habit of Body, 
the Finger under thefe Circumftances not being 
found fufficiently long for that purpofe, he 
muft have recourfe to, the ufe of a Female 
Catheter; or fome other Inftcument that 1s 
nearly ftraight, quite fmooth, and polithed, 
_and of about nine. or.ten Inches long, which 
will ferve the purpofe,.equally. weil, if of 
a proper. form and; thicknefs. |. 
. Tuts is.the Method. Ihave of late Years 


always made ufe of upon the like occafions, 


' without giving. any great Pain to. the Patient, 
or confiderably retarding the Operation. 
Since I have had an opportunity of making 
the following Obfervation, as well asa prior 
oe Obfervation 
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Obfervation fomething fimilar to this, where 
two rough Stones were extracted by me a 
few Years ago from a young’ Man’s Bladder 
“© of 15 Years of age (and which it may be -ré- 
membered I have ftated in a preceding Cate) 
{ cannot help fufpecting that there may have 
been Inftances of one or more Stones being left 
behind in the Bladder at the time of operating, 
merely from the Operator’s putting too great 
a Confidence in this general Rule: Which 
Sufpicion I am led into, from having known 
People who have undergone the Operation of 
Cutting for the Stone, relapfe into the fame 
Diforder in a fhort time after the healing of 
their Wounds; attended with fuch Symptoms 
as have obliged them to fubmit to a fecond 
Operation: When the Stone upon being ex- 
tracted has appeared of fo confiderable a Size 
as to render it at leaft very fufpicious, that © 
this Stone muft probably have been of a 
much longer growth than the fhort time be- 
twixt the two Operations could admit of. 
Tue Maxim layed down to us by Authors — 
of a fmooth and polifhed Stone in the Bladder ~ 


being never there alone, but always accom- 

panied with one or more Stones of the fame 

kind, I know no eavepets to; but if this 
Phenome-~ 
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Phenomenon fhould ever occur, the ftric 


obfervance of that Rule delivered to us by. 
judicious Writers in Surgery of always fearch- 


ing the Bladder under the like appearances, 
on prefumption of one or more Stones being 
left behind, cannot be accompanied with any 
future mifchief to the Patient, when cautioufly 
executed by the Methods recommended above, 


and fhould undoubtedly be always attended 


to. The fmooth and polithed appearances of 
the Surfaces of human Calcull are univerfally 


fuppofed to. arife from their rubbing againit 


each other, whilft they are. confined in the 


Bladder, which may with reafon be fuppofed 


to be the Cafe; but I confefS this Inference 
is not quite fatisfactory to me, fince it is pro- 
babable, if this was the fole Caufe of their 


Smoothnefs, the fame, Effect would always 


be produced when attended with the fame 
degree of Friction; but as this may be con- 
fidered as a matter of mere Suggefticn, I refer 
the Decifion of the Point to thofe of nicer 
Speculation, it being quite fufficient for Prac- 
titioners to advance matters of Fact, 
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QR. WLW. a Gentleman Farmer of a 
M corpulent Habit of Body, in the 
Year of his age, now living in the Parith of 
Udimore within three Miles of Rye in Suffex, 
was attacked about eight Years aco with 
fevere Complaints in his Loins, Setieae 
with an incapacity of voiding his Urine without 
the afliftance of proper Medicines, which were 
adminiftered to him by a neighbouring Apothe- 
cary for that purpofe. 

Trese Medicines had the deGred Effet. 
They promoted .a fecretion, and an evacuation 

£ Urine ; the Urine was loaded with a confi- 
scat Quantity of gravelly Particles mixt with — 
Mucus of a whitifa Colour. «In. the {pace of — 
three Weeks he had perfedlly recovered from | 
this Attack, and continued well. for near five | 
Years afterwards without any return of his | 
Compiaint, except when he rode hard on 
Viorle-back, or drank more free! y of fttrong 


gliquors than ufual. ; At the expiration of five © 


Years, he was feized with an acute F ever, of 


5 | . which - 
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which he recovered in afew Weeks. Very 
‘foon after his Recovery from this Inefs, he 
began to complain of exceflive Pain in voiding 
his Urine, or upon going to Stool; thefe 
Symptoms were fo greatly encreafed for 
many Months before he fubmitted to the 
‘Operation, as to difable him from Riding, 
from Walking, or from ufing any kind of 
Exercife without aggravating his Complaints: 
Fiis Urine of late was continually and invo- 
luatarily flowing in {mall Quantities from him. 
He complained of great Pain, and forenefs 
in his Fundament, attended with a Tene/mus- 
This Account he delivered to me on the 
fecond Day after the Operation; and at the 
fame time very feelingly told me, that he had 
enjoyed but few and fhort Intervals of Eafe 
for the three Jaft Years till fince the’ Operation. 
Having firft prepared him for the Operation 
in the manner I ufually do upon the like Oc- 
cafions; that is, by keeping the Patient upon 
an abftemious Diet, a Week or ten Days 
before the Operation, by Bleeding if the Pa- 
tient be Plethoric, by giving two or three 
Purges of Oil and Manna at two or three 
Days diftance from each other, and an oily 
‘purging Clyfter the Night preceding the 

Se aes Opera. 
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Operation, or very early on the fame Morning 
of the Operation, On the 30th of Fanuary 
1758 Icut him at his own Houfe in Sufex, 
and extracted from his Bladder the four rough 
Stones which I have now the Honour of ex- 


hibiting to the Royal Society: And which, at 


your Requeft, I have caufed to be Engraved, 
that this Memoir might be made more com- 


plete and ufeful than it otherwife would 


have been. The Surfaces of thefe four feveral 
Stones appear to be rough, and have not the 
leaft marks of having rubbed againft each other 
during their Confinement in the Bladder: But 
yet I conjecture this muit have frequently 
been the Cafe, as there was no difficulty in 


embracing thefe Calculi with the Forceps, for 


had they been contained in different Cells or 
Pouches, as has fometimes been obferved from 
DiffeGtions; this Circumftance, in all proba- 
bility, would have rendered it impracticable 
for me to have fo immediately got at them, 

if at-all | 
Tue Forceps was introduced three times 
only into the Bladder for effeting the Extrac- 
tion of the three firft Stones, and only twice 
for the Extraction of the fourth Stone, befides 
thefe four Stones which I have prefented to 
the 


ae 
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the. Society for their Infpection, I thought it 
not improper to produce at, the fame time 
fome .other- human Calcul: for their farther 
Satisfaction; each of which was found fingle 
in the Urinary Bladders of different Subjects : 
Fhe Surfaces of thefe Stones may be obferved 
to be much {fmoother than the Surface of 
either of the four Stones that were extracted 
from Mr. Ws Bladder in the Operation I have 
jutt now recited ; and therefore it was more rea- 
fonable to expeét to find each of thefe Stones 


accompanyed with one or more Stones in the 
fame Bladder (according to the received Opi-. 


nion) than it was to find more Stones than 
one in the Cafe of Mr. W. which has given 
rife to this Obfervation: But as the Fa&@ before 
us, does fufficiently thew the Impropriety and 
Danger of abfolutely determining from the 
Surfaces of fuch extraneous Bodies, I think it 
necdlefs to enlarge upon this Subject, to 
firengthen thofe Precautions {fo reafonable to 
be attended to in this Operation: However, as 
I have already taken notice of the fmooth 
and: polithed Appearances of the Surfaces of 
fuch Stones as are probably never found fingle 
in the Bladder, I have produced two Stones of 
this kind that were extrated from one and the 
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fame Bladder, to fhew that thefe Stones do’ 


no more refemble thofe Stones of Mr. 7 than 
a piece of polifhed Marble can be fatd to 
refemble a rough Block of the fame Species. 

Mr. W’s Wound was healed in feven Weeks 
after the Operation; ever fince that time he 
has continued perfectly well. 


REMARK. 


In the performance of the Operation upon 
Males for extracting the Stone out of the Blad- 
der by the lateral Method of cutting, it has 
generally been advanced in favour of this Prac- 
tice, that the lateral Method is preferable to that 
diftineuifthed by the name of the Old way, or 


Marianus’s, on account ‘of the Incifion being — 


made near to the beginning of the Urethra, or 
Neck of the Bladder; by which means the 


Forceps, when introduced into the Bladder, is 
more eafily and freely managed; and the 


Force requifite for the Extraction of the Stone | 


is lefs violent, from the »Refiftance’ being 
diminifhed in proportion to the fize’ of the 


Wound; and opennetfs of the Pafiage: And again, 
that all Wounds which are made with a {harp 


Inftrument, are le& dangerous in themfelves, — 


and more eafily cured, than fuch as are made 


by 


Gi te. 
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by force, and laceration; for thefe approved 


Reafons it was fuppofed by Mr. Chefelden, - 


when he firft attempted to put this Method in 
practice, that if the Wound could be made 
(till lower down, on the other fide of the 
_ Proflate Gland, into the Bladder itfelf, there 
would ftill be lefS Violence required in the 
extraGion of the Stone or Stones, and -the 
Operation might be: more readily executed ; 
which he contrived to do, by firft injecting 
the Bladder with Water ; and his ExpeCtations 
were fully anfwered in thefe particulars ; but 


after having tried: this Method upon ten Pa-. 


tients, who, for fome Days after the Opera- 
tions, feemed..out of danger, he found the 
Urine. which came out of the Bladder, by con- 
tinually. lodging upon the cellular, Membrane 
on the outfide of the Rectum, made feetid 
Ulcers, attended with a vaft difcharge of ftink- 
ine Matter; and from this Caufe, Mr. Chefelden 
fays, he lo% four Patients out of ten. For thefe 
Reafons,, he -difcarded the ufe of Injections, 
and purfued. that Method which is now fol- 
lowed in our Hofpitals; »and for which we 
are altogether indebted to the Ingenuity and 
Labours of this great Man, 
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Since Mr. Chefelden’s time there have been 
various Inftruments invented and employed to 
the fame purpofes he intended: The Inftru- 
ment which I have a few times made ufe of 
is the Gorget that is made to cut with its right 
Side or Edge. 

In thofe Trials which I have made with 
this Inftrument, I found it very well anfwered 
the Defign of dividing the Profate Gland and 
Neck of the Bladder, and I thought the Ex- 
traction of the Stones was made more eafy by 
thefe means; but in two Subjects amoneft the 


few upon whom I ufed the cutting Gorget, 


I at length difcovered that the Urine did not 


‘efcape fo readily out of the Wound as could 


have been withed; and at the end of about 


fixteen or feventeen Days I obferved the Jnte/- 


tinum Reéfum was in part deftroyed in both 
thefe Inflances; that a part of the Excrement _ 


began to pafs through the Wound, and the 


Urine which difcharged itfelf into the Reéfum 
from the Communication that was. now formed 
betwixt the Bladder and Gut produced almoft 
conftant Gripings, a Diarrhea, and a con-. 
fiderable waiting of the whole. Body ; how- . 
ever, both thefe Patients perfectly recovered, . 
but their Wounds were not healed for fome 

| ~ Months 
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Months afterwards, and that with a great 
deal of Difficulty: From hence I judged that 
although this might juftly be confidered as a 
very ingenious Contrivance, and undoubtedly 
an ufeful Inftrument fo far as related to the 
Enlargement of the imternal Extent of the 
Incifion, yet the Inconveniencies following this 
Method were fuch as have prejudiced me in 
disfavour of the farther ufe of it; and if I mit 
take not, the Knife alone can always be ufed to 
fufficient Advantage, with which the Incifion 
may be made large enough and low enough 


235 


to admit of the Extraction of a Stone of ten or: . 


eleven Ounces weight, which are very uncom-— 


mon Sizes, and fuch as have not happened 
to me to fee more than two or three Inftances 
of in the courfe of twenty Years Experience in 
an Hofpital. Thefe Operations required no 
other Inftrument than the Knife for making 
the Incifions: However, I own it is poffible 
that the Inconveniencies I have attributed to 
the cutting Gorget may not have happened to 
others, and that they might even not have 


happened in either of the two Cafes I have 


taken the hberty of mentioning, had not the 
Patients been neceffarily confined to their Beds 


for more than a Fortnight after the Operation 5 


fince 
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fince if it had been in their Power to have fet 
upright the Wound would have become de- 
pending, and the Urine of courfe have been 
more readily difcharged than it could be when 


lying in Bed. 


Bur notwithftanding I have objected to the 
ufe of the cutting Copiects in the Operation for the 
Stone upon Males, I am very certain from thofe 
Trials. I have made with in Females, this In- 
{trument will be found ufeful and advantageous 
to divide the. Urethra with, previous to the 
ExtraGtion of the Stone in that Sex, etpecially 
when the Stone proves to be large; but even 


in this Operation, I muft own, foe the feve- 


al Experiments which I have made with the 
cutting Gor get, I think a fmall incifion Knife 
1s a more manageable, as well as a lefs pain- 
ful Inftrument than the cutting Gorget for this 
purpofe, as there is no neceflity for dividing 
the whole length of the Urethra, but only the 
extremity of it, through the Corpus Glandofum 


Urethra, which is naturally more contracted | 


than any other part of this Paflage that is higher 


up, or nearer to the Neck of the Bladder. 
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CASE XXXVIII. 


Of a Retention of Urine occafioned by the Size 
of the Hymen. 


T has been obferved by many Writers, that 
a ftraitened Prepuce in Males penetrated 
by fo fmall a Hole, as to prevent a free Dif- 
charge of the Urine, conveyed in a full Stream 
through the Urethra, is often productive of 


fuch Symptoms as are fimilar to thofe ari-’ 


fing from a Stone in the Bladder; which are 
probably occafioned by a Diftention of the 
Prepuce, and an Irritation of its internal Part, 
and the Glans. The removal of thefe Com- 
plaints depends upon a longitudinal Divifion 
of the Prepuce, or Circumcifion, by which 
means a free Iffue is procured to the Urine. 
But I don’t remember to have read any Obfer- 
vation of a Difeafe of the like kind happening 
to Females, and producing the fame Symp- 
toms, from a preternatural Formation of their 

Parts. 
In the Year 1740, I was confulted in the 
Cafe of a little Girl about three Years old, 
who 
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who had laboured under fuch violent Symp. 
toms in voiding her Urine ever fince her birth, 
as to make it fufpected by her Phyfician, that 
fhe had,a Stone in her Bladder. Upon en- 
quiry, I was informed that her Urine came _ 
away by Drops, that fhe was inclined to put 
her Hand to the Pudendum when fhe made 
Water, and that fhe could not help crying, 


and ftamping with her Feet, merely from 


the Pain. Thefe Symptoms fo nearly refem- 


bled thofe of the Stone, that I thought proper 


to propofe the pafling a Staff into the Bladder, 
that we might be fatisfied whether there was 
a Stone, or any other Difeafe of the Urethra, 
or Bladder ; but upon endeavouring to do it, 
I obferved the Urethra was at leaft half covered 


over with a continuation of the Hymen, which 
appeared imperforated ; for this reafon, I could 


with difficulty execute my Defign. However, 
I effected the Introduction of the Inftrument 
into the Bladder, without ufing much Vio- 

Jence, but there was no Stone, or any other | 
preternatural appearance to be felt in that, or 
its Pafiage. Seeing this, I gave my Opinion | 
that the Difficulties and Pains which arofe in 
difcharging the Urine, probably proceeded from 


the Size and Situation of this Membranes 
which 
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which I recommended as neceflary to be di- 
vided. The Operation was complied with ; 


and I accordingly proceeded in the following | 


manner. The Infant being placed upon her 
Back, and properly confined upon a Table 
of a convenient height, in the fame manner 
as is done in the Operation for the Stone; I 
divided the Membrane with a {mall Knife, by 
making a longitudinal Incifion, and the Patient 
was cured in a few Days, by anointing the 
Parts with Sweet-Oil, affifted with an emollient 
Fomentation. 
REMARK. 

Ir the Circumftances of a Difficulty in making 
Water had not occurred, fo as to have made 
it neceflary for the Parents to feek for Relief 
during this Infant ftate, it muft have happened 
that at the time of Puberty, the Menfes could 
not have been voided, fo that the Surgeon 
muft have been then obliged to have divided 
this Membrane, to have given iffue to what 
muft have been otherwife confined; as has 
been known to have been fometimes the Cafe, 
where this Membrane has been found imper- 
forated in Adultnefs, 
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Of an Amputation of the Penis. 


ve C. aged 63, about four Months ago per- 
* ceived a {mall Pimple to arife upon the 
Glons Pents, which continued without Pain | 
for fix Weeks. At the end of which time 
it grew painful, and increafed in fize, which 
obliged him to apply to a neighbouring Sur- 
ceon for Relief. The firftt Applications made 
an of to the Part, were emollient Cataplafns, 
avhich were continued for a Fortnight, but 
without any other Effect than keeping the Part 
eafy, and preventing an increafe or the Symp- 
toms. Seeing this, he was induced to’ apply 
2 Cauftic to the Excrefcence, which brought 
on exceflive Pain, and produced an Ulcera-~ 
tion; and from that time the Tumour began 
to grow confiderably wortle. 
On the 3d of Augu? 1749, he was ad- 
mitted into the Hofpital. Upon Examination 
the whole Penis was found cancerous, and 


confiderably enlarged to within about an Inch 
and | 
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and a half of the Abdomen, attended with ex- 
ceffive Pain. | 

Ir had for the laft four Weeks difcharged 
fo greatly, as to weaken him confiderably, 
and had bled at times, but not very profufely. 
On the 7th Inftant it was amputated near 
the 4bdomen, in the following manner. 

A TOURNIQUET was applied on the Penzs, 
as near the Abdomen as poflible, and an Inci- 
fion was made firft through the Integuments 
only, which were drawn back, and then a 


fecond Incifion was made as near as poflible 


to the Integuments through the Corpora caver- 
nofa; there was no Inftrument introduced into 
the Urethra, nor was there much difficulty in 
{topping the Hemorrhage, which was effeCted 
by the Needle and Ligature. | 

A rew Hours after the Operation, he urin’d 
freely, and from this time continued to go on 
very well till he recovered. But in a few 
Months afterwards he relapfed into the fame 
Diforder, and died. 

A stmitar Cafe to this is mentioned by 


Ruyfch in his 30th Odfervation ; but there the 


pen is defcribed as being performed in 
a very different manner, as follows: A Catheter 


was introduced through the Urethra into the 
: R Bladder, 
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Bladder, and confined by a proper Ligature 
from flipping out; after this, a Ligature was 
made very tight upon the Penis above the dif 
eafed Part; the next Day, a a fecond Ligature 
was a a upon the firft, and in five Days 
after, the Penis was amputated with a Knife, 
in the fame Part, which had been almoft. wore. 
through by the Ligatures. 

Turs Method was made ufe of, in order 
to prevent an Hemorrhage; for he obferves, 
that by this means, the Part became almoft 
mortified off, and no bleeding enfued. But. 
as this Method muft be infinitely more pain- 
ful than what attends the Operation, when 
performed by Incifion only, I think there can 
be no doubt which of the two is preferable. 
Mr. Ruy/ch obferves, that the Patient did well, 
and continued fo. He fays, that part of the 
Penis which was left behind drew quite back 
into the “oe on, fo that he was ob! iged to 
make ufe of an ivory Pipe, which was occa- 
fionally introduced through the Urethra into 
the Bladder, to prevent the Tnconvenience of 


* being wetted by the Urine. 
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REMARK. 


Ir is worth obferving, what different Ef 


fetts were produced by the Emollient and 
Cauftic Applications in the preceding Cafe, 
The firft it appears, kept the Parts eafy, and 
prevented the Difeafe from increafing, though 
it had no farther tendency to the Cure of the 
Wound. But the latter, which was painful, 
immediately aggravated the Symptoms, and 
confiderably increafed the Inflammation and 
Ulceration. ‘This Cafe is one of the many, 
which fhews the Impropriety of all painful Ap- 
plications to Ulcers that are attended with the 
like Malignancy; and at the fame time the 


great Advantages of fuch as are > emollient ana - 


relaxing. 

_. From the Event of Ruyfch’s Cafe, we may 
learn the poffibility of Succefs after the like 

Operation; though it muft be acknowledged, 

that the Inftances are rare where the Patient 

does not relapfe into the fame Difeate. 
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Of the good Ej a, of medicated Bougies, in 
Difeaf és of the Penis and Scrotum. 


E. in Augufi, 1731, contracted a Clap, 
” which he neglected till the March fol- 
lowing, when there appeared a Swelling in 
the Scrotum, which fuppurated, and was 
opened by Incifion. He was at the fame time 
put under a Courfe of Phyfic; but notwith- 
{tanding this Treatment, foon afterwards there 
appeared a fecond Swelling on the Scrotum, 
which fuppurated, and was likewife opened ; 
his Urine iffued through the Wound, and 
contmued to do fo for four Months, when the 
Wound healed up. 

Tuere was a purulent Difcharge from the 
Pems the whole time, attended with frequent 
Inclinations to Urine, which came away fome-' 
times by Drops, at other times in a {mall twifted 
Stream tinged with Blood, and attended with ex- 
ceflive Pain. The Patient remained pretty nearly 
in this State, till Aueuff 1747, when he per- 
ceived a Swelling to arife in Perineo: This 

obliged 
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obliged him to apply for further Advice. The 
‘Tumour fuppurated, and was opened by In- 
cifion, and the’ Patient. was falivated. But 
notwithftanding all proper Care having being 
taken of the Wound, it remained fiftulous. 

He was admitted into the Hofpital, the Art 
of December 1748. Upon Examination, I 
difcovered two Fittulas in Perznco, and two 
more in the Scrotum, .through which the 
greateft part of the Patient’s Urine was dif 
charged. The Scrotum was enlarged to four 
times its natural fize, and appeared anafarcous. 

Tue whole Penis was dittorted, and its In- 
tecuments extremely thickened. Upon intro- 
ducing a Probe into the Urethra, I difcovered 
an Obftrution about an Inch and a half dif 
tant from its hither Extremity, which I could 
not break through. The Day following, I 
introduced a medicated Candle, which was kept 
for fome Hours in contact with the Obftruc- 
tion; it produced a confiderable Difcharge of 
Matter; the Bougie was continued for fome 
Hours. every Day for about a Week, when 
the ObftruGiion gave way. Ai little farther up 
the Urethra, there. was a fecond Obftruction, 
this was. removed in .a few Days by the 


fame means... After having furmounted thefe: 


oe , twa 
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two Difficulties, I met with a third near the ens 
trance into the Bladder. This Obftruction in ten 


_or twelve Days was removed by the fame Appli- 


cation; fo that I could now introduce a fmall 
Bougie quite into the Bladder. The Bougies 
firft ufed were very fmall, not larger than a 
common knitting Needle ; but their Sizes were 
gradually encreafed, till I could eafily intro- 
duce thofe of the Size of a Goofe-quill. 
From the time the Bougie was intreduced 
into the Bladder the Fiftulas grew better, the 
Tumour of the Scrotum gradually fubfided, 
and in about five Months the Patient was 


-perfetly cured, the Parts appearing in their 


natural State. The Swelling of the Scrotum 
was formed in confequence of the Urine having 
infinuated itfelf into the celular Membrane of 
that part. Ifaw the Patient at the end of fe- 
veral Years after his Cure, he was then per- 
feQtly well, and had not perceived the leaft re- 
turn of his former Diforder. Before he left the 
Hofpital he could Urine in as full and large a 
Stream as though he had never been difeafed. 
and was well in every other refpect. 

Tue Inference I would draw from the pre- 
ceding Cafe is to prove the great ufefulnefs of 
Nir. Deran’s Method of treating thefe Difeafes, 

and 
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and at the fame time to fhew, that it is un- 
doubtedly certain that whatever Applications will 
produce a Difcharge, and gradual Diftention of 
the Part, muft probably be attended with nearly 
the fame Succefs, if continued a proper time. 
The Compofition of the Bougies made ufe of 
in this extraordinary Cafe, was, one Ounce of 
old Diachylon, and two Drachms of Mucilage 
Plaifter, flowly melted together; to which 
was added a Drachm and half of white Pre- 
cipitate, which being ftirred together, and af- 
terwards fpread upon Rag, was cut into flips, 
and rolled up in a conical Form for ufe. 

Tuave feveral times fince then made ufe of the 
fame Plaifter, with an addition of one Drachm 
and half, or two Drachms of Calomel, or red 
Precipitate finely levigated and ftirred into it, 
in a variety of Cafes with equal benefit; and 
could never difcover any material Difference, 
either in their Efficacy, or manner of Ope- 
fating. 9 He 
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CAS B. XEd. 
Of the Hydrocele of the Tunica Vaginalis. 


‘HE Tefticles are each of them imme- 


m& diately and feparately invefted with 
a {trong and fenfible Membrane, which from 
its Colour is called by Anatomifts the Tunica 
Albuginea. Thefe Coats adhere fo firmly to 
the Tefticles, that they cannot eafily be parted 
from them. | 

From the Diftention and Infammation of 
the Tunica Albuginea, it is probable that the 
principal part of the Pain proceeds in an 
Enlargement of thefe Glands in an acute Dif- 
eafe, or a {chirrous State of them. 

Next to and immediately above the Tunica 
Albuginea, is fituated a fmall Bag. called the 
Tunica Vaginalis, which in Infancy communi- 
cates with the Cavity of the Addomen: But in 
Adults, the Cavity of the Zumca Vaginalis is 
divided from the Cavity of the ddomen by the 
Adhefion of the internal Lamella of the Tu- 
nica Vaginalis to the fpermatic Chord below 
the Perforations of the Abdominal Mutcles, 
which 
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which by this means forms a Septum, unlefs that 
Septum be deftroyed in confequence of an Hernia 
Scrotalis, as is fometimes known to happen. 

Tue Tunica Vaginalis \oofely invefts, and 
contains the Tumca Albuginea and Tellicle; 
and is a Procefs of the Peritoneum. 

Tue internal Surface of the Tunica Vagi- 
nalis is naturally {mooth, and together with 
the external fmooth Surface of the Tunzca 
Albuginea is moiftened, and lubricated with 
a lymphatic Fluid. This Moitture ferves to 
facilitate their Motions, and prevents their 


adhering together. In a found State of the - 


Veflels, the Liquor of the Tunica Vaginalis is 
fo {mall in Quantity, as, in general, to have 
the appearance only of befmearing the Surfaces 
of both thefe Coats; but ina difeafed State 
of the Veflels proceeding either from a preter- 
natural Relaxation, or Rupture of the Va/a ex- 
halantia of the Tunica Vaginalis, or from an in- 
ability of the Vafa inbalantia or Abforbentia to 
perform their ufual Functions, or perhaps from 
both thefe Caufes, this Fluid becomes gradually 
accumulated in {uch confiderable Quantities as 
in fome inftances to amount to feveral Pounds 
weight; which, by diftending this Coat, the 
thin flefhy Coat lying immediately upon. it 

, (called 
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(called by Anatomitts the Cremafter Mufcle} 
together with the Scrotum, forms a confiderable 
Tumour, or Enlargement, known by the terms, 


Hydrocele and Hernia Aquofa. 


ln order to enable Pratitioners to diftinguith 
this kind of Difeafe from any other Tumour 


te which the Coats of the Tefticles, or the 


Tefticles themfelves are liable, Authors of the 
yreateft Reputation have deferibed a few par- 
ticular Symptoms (amoneft many others) which 
they have fuppofed to be certain Marks of this 
Diftemper; to wit, the Tranfparency of the 
‘Tumour, and the freedom from Pain in the 
beginning of this Complaint, or before the 
Swelling has arrived to any confiderable Size ; 
and even at the time when the Tumour is 
become exceedingly large: But though it muft 
be allowed, that thefe are fome of the moft 
certain Indications that can be preferibed for 
forming a true Judgment of the Nature of the 
Difeafe, they are by no means infallible ones ; 
tliere being in Nature fuch confiderable Jnteftinal 
Hernias, and Enlargements of the Tefticles 


themfelves as do exaétly correfpond in their prin- 
.eipal Symptoms with thofe attendant upon an 


Hydrocele, or Hernia Aquofa; to wit, in Form; 
Size, Tranfparency and Exemption from Pain, 


EF e, 
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€c. an inftance of which Jaft Difeafe I have 
lately had under my Care, where the Tumour 
of the Tefticle was large, fmooth, uniformly 
diftended, elaftic and terminated a little before 
its arrival at the Addomen. The Patient had 
no Pain in the Part, nor had he any other 
inconvenience arifing from the Swelling, but 
that proceeding from its Size and Weight upon 
ufing much Exercife. ‘The Man was of a 
good Habit of Body, and free from any other 
Difeate. ; 

. Upon holding alighted Candle on one fide 


of the Scrotum in a dark place, and looking at - 


the ‘Tumour on the other fide, a perfect Tran- 
{parency was perceptible. From thefe appear- 
ances fo common in an Hydrocele of the Tu- 
nica Vaginals, where the Difeafe is not ac- 
companied with a preternatural thicknefs of 
the Coats, or a Turbidnefs of the contained 
Fluid, it would have been an eafy matter to 
have been miftaken in the Nature of this 
Complaint, if upon a careful Examination of 
the Parts, it had not appeared, that no Fluc- 
tuation could be difcovered by the Feel; which 
Iam convinced fometimes requires the greateft 
Accuracy, and Judgment to determine abfo- 
Tutely. on | 

HOwEeEVER, 
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However, that I might not give a pofitive 
Opinion of the Nature of the Difeafe, without 
making a more certain Enquiry; after having 
for feveral Weeks ufed Fomentations, Mer- 
curial Frictions, and repellent Cataplafms to 
the part, joined with brifk Purges, which were 
given at proper Intervals, and Emetics too with- 


out any effect, I refolved with the confent of 


the Patient to puncture the part, which I did 
with a Lancet on the bottom of the Tumour, 
but there was not the leaft difcharge of Water, 
or any other kind of Fluid from this Aperture ; 
nor was the Confequence of the Pundture any 
thing worfe than a flight Inflammation of the 
Edges of the Wound, which Inflammation was 
removed in a few Days by Reft, and the 
Application of emollient Cataplafms. | 
Tue Patient continued under my Infpection 
for fome Weeks after thefe feveral Trials had 
been made to remove the Diforder; but the 
Tumour remained in the fame ftate it was 
in, when I firft faw him. Upon difmiffing 
the Man I advifed the Application of a Bag 
trufs, with which the Part might be lufpended, 

and protected from external eS 
In regard to that Maxim delivered to us, of 
there being no Pain in the Hydrocele, when the 
6 Tumour 


~ 
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Tumour is in its beginning, and the Coats of 
the Tefticle are not much diftended, though 
Iam convinced from many Obfervations that 
this Maxim is generally true, yet I have known 
a few Exceptions to this Rule; and have feen 
inftances, where from the Enlargement which 
has not been great, and the painful Senfations of 
the part (probably arifing from the preflare 
made againft the Tunica Albuginea and the 


ginalis refitting any farther diftention) it has 


been thought advifeable to extirpate the Tefticle. 


253° 


| Tefticle itfelf; on account of the Tumca Va-- 


on prefumption of that being the part ag-_ 


grieved; when, upon making an Incifion 


through the Coats of the Tefticle, a quantity of 


Liymph has fuddenly gufhed out, the Tefticle 
has appeared of its natural fize, and Com- 


plexion: and the true Caufe of the Complaint 


has from this Accident fhewed | itfelf, and 


happily terminated in an abfolute Cure with- 


out the removal of the Tefticle. 

For thefe Reafons I would advife a. Punc- 
ture thould be made with a Lancet in Tu- 
mours of thefe parts previous to a determination 
upon. the Operation. of Caftration, where the 
Difeafe is at all doubtful; which muft often 
be the Cafe with thofe Surgeons whole Ex- 

perience 


dt 
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_ perience does not entitle them to Opportunities 


of feeing many Difeafes of this kind; and this 
Practice, I think, is the more ftrongly to be 
recommended, as it 3s not attended with much 
Pain, nor can be any impediment to a pro- 
cedure to Caftration, fhould that Operation: 
afterwards be found neceffary. 

In regard to the Operation of Caftration,,. 
as | have nothing particular to fay upon the’ 
Subject of thofe Difeafes which require the ex- 
tirpation of the Tefticle, but what immediately’ 
relates to the Operation itfelf, I think it quite 
fufficient to obferve, that in the feveral Subjects: 


whom: I have of late: Years caftrated, I have 


not been under a neceffity of making any’ 


Ligature upon: the Spermatic Chord, nor even. 


upon the Spermatic Artery. By Experience, 
I-have found this procefs of the Operation is 
unneceflary; and as it is by much the moft 
painful part of the Operation, undoubtedly it: 
fhould be omitted. | 
Ir we reflect upon the {mallnefs of the Dza- 
meter of the Spermatic Artery, the diftance 
at which it arifes fromthe Tefticle (in general 
from the orta defcendens inferior a little 
below the Reual or Emulgent Artery, but fome=_ 
times from the Emulgent Artery itfelf), we 
| muft 
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muft neceflarily conclude that in a. natural 
fiate of this Vefiel; the quantity of Blood which 
is conveyed to the Tefticle in a fhort time can 
be but fmall; and therefore the rifque of di- 
viding the Spermatic Chord, (without firkt 
having tied it with a double Ligature which, 
is ey common fevere. practice) can be none. 
at all, even fuppofing it fhould afterwards be. 
thought neceflary to tye the Spermatic Artery, 
which. is the only part.of the Chord that can 
at any time require this Method of treatment; 


and this may juft as eafily be effected, and with 
as little hazard as the tying an. Artery of a. 


Finger, after the Amputation of that part; 
which no Surgeon thinks of doing till the 
Finger is removed from the Hand. , 

Ir it be {aid that the Spermatic Veflels in 


a difeafed State of thefe Parts are fometimes, 


greatly enlarged, and therefore upon a divifion 


of them the Hemorrbage mutt be greater than it. 


would be in a natural ftate of the Spermatic 
Chord; in anfwer to this, I reply, that under 
thefe Circumftances, the Operation fhould never 


be undertaken ; that Argument therefore will 


in courfe be of no weight. 
Tue only Method T have of late Years 
made ufe of for flaunching the Blood after 
the 
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the Extirpation of the Tefticle is by making a 
gentle Compreflion of the Veffels fora few 
Minutes betwixt my Thumb and Fore-finger ; 
afterwards the Application of a bit of Lint to 
the Mouths of the Veffels has effectually an- 
{wered the Intention, without giving the leatt 
degree of Pain, which fhould be avoided as 
much as poflible in this, and every other 
Operation in Surgery, where it can be done 
with fafety. The Artery of the Septum Scrotz, 
as weil as thofe other ramifications of the 
Pudice Interne and Glutee, (which are 
Branches of the Internal I/ac, or Hypogaftric 
Arteries, and are beftowed: upon the Scrotum) 
in fome inftances become a good deal enlarged 
and require fome pains and addrefs in reftrain- 
ing the Hemorrbage proceeding from them, 
upon their being divided in this Operation ; 
but as the Method of ftopping the bleeding in 
thefe Veflels muft be the fame as 1s practifed 
in other Arteries of the fame fitze, it 1s un- 
neceflary to fay any more upon the Subject in 
this place. 


© s5eeo 


CASE 


- 


Cases i2 SuRGERY. 


ckoerks ckockocksekookoekocks 
"GPO Soe se eRe ee ae 


CAS: n XLII. 
Of an Pec 


MM. aged 63, in the beginning of the Year 
* 1749, about eight Months before he ap- 
plied to me, received a Blow upon the Scrotum, 


which in a few Weeks afterwards began to - 


{well, and continued to increafe from this time 
without pain, till the 27th of September fol- 


lowing, when he was admitted into the Hofpital. 


The Diforder appeared to. be an Hydrocele, or 
Dropfy of the Tunica Vaginalis, which upon 


_ -being tapped difcharged about ten Ounces of 


clear Water. About a Weck after the Operas 
tion, the Water had collected nearly to as 
great a Quantity as before; upon which, I 


performed the Operation a fecond Time. After 


the whole of the Water was evacuated, I 
introduced a fmall Spunge Tent into the Ori- 
fice, which was continued for twenty four 
Hours without producing any Pain, or vifible 
effec. Seeing this, I renewed the Introduc- 
tion of the Tent, which remained in the 
Wound till the third Day. During this time, 

S there 
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there was no Difcharge at all. Upon Exami- 
nation, the Scrotum appeared fomewhat hard- 
ened and inflamed; on which account the 
‘Tent was omitted, and a Pultice of Bread and 
Milk applied to the Part. On the fourth Day, 
a fmall quantity of Matter oozed through the 
Orifice, the Diicharge increafed confiderably for 
ten Days, when there appeared a {mall Abfcefs 
on one fide of the Orifice, the Abfcefs, upon 
being opened, difcharged about an Ounce of 
Matter; from this time, the Difcharge decreafed, 
and continued to do fo till the Wound was 
healed, which was in a few Days afterwards. 
The Coats of the Tefticle, and Tefticle 
itfelf, formed an Adhefion with each other. It is 
obfervable, that the Pain and Fever which 
attended the Cure were fo trifling, as rendered 
it unneceflary for the Patient to keep his Bed 
longer than two Days: This in all. probability, 
was owing to the gentle and gradual Action 
of the Tent upon the Tunica Vaginalis. 
From the Succefs that attended this Me- 
thod of Operating in the preceding Inftance, I 
have been induced to perform the Operation 
feveral times fince in the fame manner; moft 
of which Operations have been attended with, 
equal Lenity and Benefit. | nde 
Kei . | CASE 
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Remark on the Hydrocele. 


OR the Relief of thofe who labour un- 

der this Infirmity, there are two Methods 
of treatment propofed; the one diftinguifhed 
by the Palliative Method of Cure, the other 
by the Radical Method of Cure. The firtt, 
called the Palliative Mcthod of Cure, is the 
making avery {mall Opening into the moft 
depending part of the Swelling with a Lancet; 
which: Orifice muft be cautioufly kept open 
with the blunt end of a Probe (if neceffary) 
till the whole of the Fluid is evacuated ; ob- 
ferving at the fame time to prefs the Tumour 
gently downwards to affift in the Expulfion 
of the Lymph ; If afmall Trocar fhould be 


preferred to the Lancet for making the Aper- 


ture into the Tumour, this Inftrument will an- 


fwer the purpofe without the Affiftance of a 
Probe. There is feldom required any other’ 


application to the Orifice than a bit of dry Lint, 
or a bit of Lint fpread with fome cooling Oint- 


ment, which muft be fecured wpon the part 
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with a piece of adhefive Plaifter: But if the 
Patient will admit of the Application of a Bag 
Trufs to the Scrotum, it will be found very 
ufeful by fupporting the part, and protecting 
it from external Accidents in the exercifes of 
Walking, and riding; and will likewife be a 
means of preventing the Diforder from return- 
ing fo {peedily, as it otherwife probably would 
do. | . 

Ir fometimes happens in bad Habits of 
Body, from roughly {queezing the parts,during 
the evacuation of the Water, or from the 
Tunica Vaginalis, and Tefticle itfelf, being irri- 
tated by the introduction of the Probe through 
the Orifice of the Coats that an Inflammation, 
Abfcefs and Fever, preceded by confiderable 
Pain, have followed this Method of Treatment ; 
in which Cafe, the Tumour becomes very large, 
and hard; and requires great Care, and Judg- 
ment in the management of it: Under thefe 
Circumitances of the Diforder, the part mutt 
be treated with Fomentations, Emollient and 


Suppurative Cataplafms; the Patient muft be 


confined to his Bed, be made to live upon 
Spoonmeats of the moft innocent kinds, fuch as 
Panado, thin Milk-pottage, Sagoe, @&c. and to 
drink very freely of Barly-water, with or with- 


out 
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out Lemon Juice; or any other diluting Liquot 
that may be more agreeable to the Patient's 
Palate; his Body mutt be kept open with Cly{- 
ters; and if the Fever runs high and is attended 
with great reftleffnefs the ufe of the Cordial 
Medicines will be found neceflary: When the 
Tumour and Inflammation are fo fat advanced 
as to produce an evident Fluctuation, the Swell- 
-ing muft be opened on that part where the 
Integuments appear moft foft and yielding to 
the Touch; obferving to make your Incifion 
the whole length of the difeafed Skin: Should 
the Integuments be very thin and much dif. 
coloured, a bit of them muft be removed by 
cutting It away. 

In opening thefe Abfcefles, I have obferved 
not only a confiderable Quantity of Matter de- 
pofited in the Tunica Vaginalis, and Cellular 
Membrane of the Scrotum, but after the Matter 
has been difcharged, I have fometimmes prefled 
out, from the bottom of the Tunica Vaginalis 
a confiderable quantity of Lymph, which I 
have found fo infpiflated as to refemble cold 
Calves Foot Jelly. 

Tue fecond Method of treating this fpecies 
of Tumour, called the radical Cure, is the 
making a large Opening into the Body of the 
7 4 Tumour 
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Tumour by Incifion, or Cauftic: But the prac- 
tice by Incifion, in my Opinion, is the moft 
advifeable of the two; becaufe the Incifion 
is made in a Moment, is much lefs painful 
than the Application of the Cauftic; and the 


Cure at leaft as certain. 


Tue Method for performing the Operation 


_-by Incifion is this. 


Tue Patient being feated upon a Chair ora 
Stool, on the fide of his Bed, on the end of 


a Table of a convenient Height, or what ts 


till more convenient, the Patient may ftand 


upright till the Incifion is made, the Operator 
muft then fupport the Tumour with his left 
Hand, and with a round-edged Kife, fuch as 
is ufed in the Operation of cutting for the 


Stone, muft at once divide the Integuments, 
the Cremaffer Mufcle, and the Tunica Vagi- 


nahs the whole length of the Swelling ; begin- 


ning the Incifion from above, by ih means 


the Contents will immediately be difcharged. If 
the Tunica Vaginalis is become {tiff like Parch- 
ment, as I have fometimes. obferved it to be, 
the Edges of this Membrane will not con- 
tract and fubfide with the Integuments; but 
a part of it on one Side or both will be 


left. projecting out; if that be the Cafe, 


fe 
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fo much of the Tunica Vaginalis mutt be cut 
away, as is raifed above the Edges of the 
divided Scrotum; but if there be no projection 
of this Coat, I would not advife any part of it 
to be diffected out, fince this Method will 
certainly render the Operation more: painful, 
tedious, and hazardous. I once knew an In- 
{tance of a Patient who had the appearance of 
good health, that underwent the Operation of 
| having almoft the whole of the Tunica Vagi- 
nalis extirpated for the the radical Cure of this 
Difeafe (which is the only Inftance I ever 
faw wherein it was attempted) in confequence 
of this Operation, the Patient was feized with 
an acute Fever, of which he died: For this 
reafon, as well as becaufe I never yet have 
feen any fatal Confequences arifing from the 


Method I have propofed, 1 would advife, that. 


the Excifion of the Tunica Vaginalis fhould 
never be attempted, and that the Method of 
opening the Swelling by a large Incifion 
fhould only be praétifed upon thofe who are 
of a good Habit of Body, who have not ex- 
ceeded the middle ftage of Life, and even in 
them not till the Method I have propofed 
in the Cafe of YM. has been tryed, and 
found unequal to the Defign. 
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- Surgery. But I believe that hitherto, no one 


fome hight on the prefent Subject. 
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Of a Tumour growing on the Infide of the Blad- 
der, fuccefifully extirpated. Inferted in the 
Philofoph. Tranfact. for the Months of April, 


May, June, aud July 1750, printed Anno , 


eg 

J). N Excrefcence, or Tumour arifing from 
4 & the internal Coat of the Bladder, is a 
Difeafe, though not very common, yet fuf- 
ficiently bison to the curious in Phyfic and 


hath attempted the Cure of this Diforder by 
Extirpation. 


Nor indeed can it be fuppofed that ae | 


Inftances are frequent, where the Operation 


is practicable: But as it is notorious from the 


Hiftory of Phyfic and Surgery, that  feveral 
Diforders which were formerly unobferved, 
have been found to occur frequently, after 
their Nature has been once difcovered and 
exactly deicribed, I flatter myfelf, the pub- 
lication of this Account, may Susie throw 


M. B. 
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M. B, aged 23, on the 24th of “fune 1747, 
{trained herfelf, by endeavouring to lift a great 
Weight ; fhe was immediately feized with a 
Pain in the Small of her Back, and a total 
Suppreffion of Urine; which Symptoms, not- 
withftanding the feveral Methods ufed for her 
Relief, continued till the 29th of the fame 

‘Month; when an eminent Phyfician, and Man- 

midwife was called to her Affiftance, who drew 
off her Urine with the Catheter. 
.. Durine the Suppreffion, the was feized 
with an acute Fever, and for eighteen or 
twenty Hours before her Urine was drawn 
off, fhe difcharged by the Mouth a great 
quantity of faltifh Water tinged with Blood; 
which, upon lying down, flowed in fo great 
Quantities as to threaten Suffocation. 

In April 1750, fhe applied to me. Upon 
enquiry, I learnt fhe never had been able, 
from the moment of the Accident, to void a 
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Drop of Urine without the Affiftance of the — 


Catheter, which had been ever fince made ufe 
of two or three times every twenty-four 
Hours; that fhe was in continual pain, and 
had lately been much weakened, by having 
feveral times loft confiderable Quantities of 
Blood, occafioned by the Force made ufe of, 

for 
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for the Introduction of that Inftrument inte 
the Bladder. Upon examining her with my 
Fore-finger, which I introduced with great dif- 
ficulty through the Meatus Urinarius, I difco- 
vered aconfiderable Tumour, which feemed to 
be of a flefhy Subftance, and took its rife from 
the lower part of the Bladder near its Neck ; 
the Extent of which I could with. difficulty 
reach, 1 obferved it to protrude a little way 
out of the Meatus Urinarius upon ftraining to 
make water when the Bladder was full; but 
upon cealing to ftrain, it prefently returned. 

_Ir_ had. preferved pretty nearly the fame 
Appearance ever fince it was firft taken notice 
of; and about eighteen Months ago, a {mall 
incifion was made into it by a Surgeon, on 
prefumption of its containing .a Fluid, but 
without any effec. 

_ Havine firft prepared “el as Tete the 
Operation for the Stone, that is, by giving a 
gentle Purge on the Day preceding the Opera- 
tion, and an emollient purgative Clyfter a few 
Hours before I operated, the Reéfum by this 
means, became. emptied, and confequently did 
not. make fo great a degree’ of Preflure upon 
the inferior part and neck of the Bladder, as 
it would otherwife have done; which gave 

a me 
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me an Opportunity of executing my Defign 
with much lefs difficulty than I fhould pro- 
bably have met with in the Performance of 
the Operation, had I attempted it without this 
preparation. 

Wuen this was done, I proceeded to the 
Extirpation of the Tumour, which { effected 
in the following manner. 

--Wuen her Bladder was full; I ordered her 
to ftrain as though fhe was going to make 
water; upon which, I perceived the Tumour 
tc protrude a little, this, I effectually fecured 
from returning into the Bladder, by the help of 
a crooked Needle and Ligature, which I pafled 
through the Tumour in different DireCtions, 
and endeavoured to draw it out through the 
Meatus Urinarius, but could not effect it by 
reafon of its Largenefs. | 

SEEING this, I dilated the Meatus Urinarius 
on the right fide, by cutting it upwards about 
half way towards the Neck of the Bladder; 
when, by pulling the Tumour forwards, I had 
fufficient room for tying it with a Ligature 
pafied round its Bafis, which was very large. 

For the three firft Days after the Operation 
fhe complained of a good deal of pain in the 


Abdomen. : 
On 
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Ow the fixth Day after the Ligature was 
made, the Tumour dropt off. 

From the firft Day of the Operation fhe 
voided her Urine without any afliftance, and 
is now perfectly well in every refpect. 

Tuer Size of the Tumour was nearly equal 
toa Turkey's Egg, and fomething like to it 
in ae 
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A remarkable Infiance of two Excrefcences of 
the Urethra, fuccefsfully extirpated, 


‘HE urinary Paffages of Females, as well 
as Males, are incident to fome Difor- 
ders, which are not to be cured or relieved 
but by furgical Operations. Thefe Diforders 
in Males proceed from different Caufes, which 
are generally to be accounted for from a pre- 
vious venereal Affection, or the frequent paf- 
fage of gravelly or ftony Particles through the 
Ureibra, though it is certain that they fome- 
times happen without any accountable Caufe. 
Ir feems to have been a matter of difpute 
amongft Surgeons, whether thefe Maladies 
arife from _Excrefcences, Caruncles, Contrac- 
tions of the Fréres of the Urethra, Callofities 
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proceeding from venereal Caufes, callous Ul- 
cers of the Lacune of the Urethra, or Affec- 
tions of the Profate Gland, or the reft of the 
mucous Glands of the Urethra. But itisa 
matter of no very great Confequence, what 
the exact Nature of the Difeafe may be, fee- 
ing the Cure depends entirely upon the remo- 
val of the Obftruction, and it is probable from 
obferving, that as other parts of the Body are 
liable to thefe feveral Appearances, this Part 
may be fo too; and thongh it has been aflerted 
by many, that there is no fuch Difeafe as a 
fungous Excrefcence in the Urethra of Males, 
owing to the Difficulty of difcovering fuch Ap- 
pearances after Death, yet from the Analogy 
there is fubfifting betwixt the natural Structure 


of the internal Part of the Urethra of Males 


and Females, F am inclined to think, the Ex- 
iftence of this fungous Appearance in them can 
hardly be tO ae and that @ very trifling 
Difeafe of this kind is capable of producing 
the moft excruciating Pains may be concluded 
from the Hiftory of the following Cafe, the 
Cure of which immediately depended. upon 
the Removal of a Fungus of {fo inconfiderable 
a Size and Appearance as would not have been 


_ tegarded in many other parts of the Body. But » 


as 
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% as the fame Operation cannot be undertaken 


ge 


“in Males with an equal probability of Succefs 
from the Difficulty (of knowing the exact Si- 
tuation and Nature of the Difeafe, as well as 
from the different Length of the Urethra itfelf ; 
we are obliged to have recourfe to fuch Me- 
thods as operate more flowly, and not with fo 
great a degree of certainty. 


E.C.a Virgin aged 27, had been afflicted, 
(as I was informed by herfelf, and her Mother,) 
with a Difeafe in the urinary Parts, ever fince 
fhe was four Years old. The Symptoms un- 
der which fhe had laboured from the begin- 
ning, were frequent Inclinations to make Wa- 
ter, which fhe voided by Drops, and with 
exceflive Pain. 

Sue had never been quite free from thefe 
Complaints ever fince her firft Attack, but was — 
particularly ill at the times of having her Men- 
fes. ‘Thefe Difcharges were in general regu- 
lar, both as to Time and Quantity; when it 
happened otherwife, her Complaints were greatly 
encreafed, efpecially at the very time when 
fhe expected a return of them. ‘The Pain. 
and Irritations had been frequently fo great 
as to occation Convulfions; and fhe had been: 

, always 


Cases wm SURGERY. 
always ethics of wrens her Livelihood at 
Service. niliasd 
_ She had. tried: various Methods for her Re- 
lief without receiving the leaft Benefit. 

In Fanuary 1754, | was defired to attend her. 

Upon Enguiry, I learnt that from. the be- 
ginning, her Complaints had been in the Ure- 
thra, and neighbouring Parts. | I carefully ex- 
amined into the Meatus Urinarius, by intro- 
ducing a female Catheter, with which I dilated 
it by inclining the Inftrument to one fide, and 
with fome difficulty I difcovered two Excref- 
cences arifing oppofite to each other from the 
internal Part of the Urethra, near its hither 
Extremity. : 

Eacu of thefe Excrefcences was near as 

broad as a filver Penny, and refembled the 
Valves of a Vein in their Situation. 
_.. Turrr Colour was red, their Texture fpon- 
gy, and they confifted of a number of Fibres, 
as appeared upon Examination after their Re- 
moval. 

Upon difcovering their Seat and Rife, J I pro- 


ceeded to extirpate them ; which I effected. 


in the following manner. 
| Tue Patient being laid upon bias Fale and 
a Knees bent and raifed, I divided the Ure- 


ergelok. thra 
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thra a little way obliquely upwards on its left 
fide with a pair of Sciffars, then I proceeded to 
{nip off the Excrefcences at their Roots; to do 
which, the previous Divifion of a Part of the 
Urethra afforded me fufficient room. 

The Operation was expeditious, but painful. 
There was very little difcharge of Blood at 
firft. In a few Hours after the Operation the 
Wound bled profufely, but at length ftopped 
of itfelf. 

From this time fhe had no other Incon- 
venience or Pain in the Part than what arofe 
from the Acrimeny of the Urine, which era- 
dually abated till the Wound healed, which 
was in about ten Days after the Operation. 

Tue only Applications made ule of to the _ 
Parts, were Fomentations of warm Water and 
Milk, and afterwards a doffil of Lint fpread 
over with cooling Ointment, and repeated twice 
or thrice a Day. 

I wap the Curiofity to call upon her about 
five Months after her Cure. She informed 
me that fhe had continued perfectly well 
without the leaft return of her Complaint, 
and that her monthly Difcharges had. been’ 
reoular ever fince I left her, without producing 
any of her former Symptoms. | 

CAS & 
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AA remarkable Inflance of a Wound by which 
the Tibia was entirely divided. 


N the oth of Odfober 1749, F. L. aged 

44, received two remarkable Wounds 
from his Antagonift, who ftruck him with a 
Hedging-bill. The one upon the upper part 
of his left Leg, immediately beneath the In- 
fertion of the Tendon of the Patella, by 
which the Zzjza was entirely divided, without 
any remarkable Contufion of the Integuments, 
or neighbouring Mufcles; the other on the 
left fide of the Head, which divided the pa- 
rietal Bone quite to its Diploe, and he loft a 
confiderable Quantity of Blood before any 
-Affiftance could be procured him. 

THREE Days after the Accident, he was 
admitted into the Hofpital and put under my 
Care. His Complaints were a Giddirefs, Fe- 
ver, and Coftivenefs ; for which he was let 
Blood, and Stools were procured by a Clyfter; 
from this ‘Treatment he was confiderably re- 
lieved. The following Day his Giddinefs 


ee | ay had 
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had quite left him, and his Wound hada fa- 


-vourable Afpect, which continued to go well 


on till the 21ft Inftant, when the Ditcharge 
was confiderably increafed, appeared oily, and 
{melt very fetid. He had refted but little 
the preceding Night, and complained of great 
Lowne(s and Oppreffion. Upon prefling the 
Ham, a large Quantity of Matter was dif- 
charged, and upon introducing the Probe, 
both Bones were found bare. From this 
time the Difcharge continued to increafe till 
the 26th; for which reafon I made a counter 
Opening, in order to procure a more depend- 
ing Orifice for the Evacuation of the Matter. 
On the 27th, he was attacked with a Loofe- 
nefs, attended with a Fever, and reftlefneis ; 
which feveral Symptoms continued till the 
4th of November following, when his Strength 
became greatly impaired, his Appetite quite 
loft, and colliquative Sweats coming on, it was 
judged advifeable to Amputate the Limb, 
which was done above Knee, and the Patient 
recovered; all his bad Symptoms difappear- 
ing from the Day of the Operation. — 

Upon examining into the Condition of the 
Leg, the Y7b2a and Fibula were found carious 
for a confiderable length. 

| : THE 
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Tue wounded Cranium became granulated, 
and was quite healed in a few Weeks, with- 
out any Exfoliation or Difficulty attending its 
~ Management. 


REMARK, 


Tue Loofenefs, Fever, Ge. which came on 
fo many Days after the Accident, could not 
be attributed to the Pain and lofs of Blood 
arifing from the recent Wounds, as the -Pa- 
‘tient had been quite eafy and well for feveral 
Days together; nor could they arife from any 
Impropriety in his Diet, @c. fince he had 
been kept in the moft abftemious and quiet 
manner, from the time of his admiffion into 
the Hofpital ; but thefe Symptoms may reafon- 
ably be accounted for from ‘the faetid Matter 
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being abforbed into the Blood, and falling upon — | 


the tender Vifcera; and it is moft likely this 
was the Cafe, feeing the feveral bad Symptoms 
of Loofnefs, Fever, and Lownels, immediately 


difappeared upon the removal of the Part. 


affected, 


uti! Is it not probable, from the Circum- _ 


ftances I have mentioned, that if the Opera- 
tion had been deferred, the Patient muft have 
+2 funk 


"270 


Cases ce Su acer x. 


{unk under the Difcharge, or have died from 
a Reflux of the Matter into the Mafs of 
Blood ? 

Ir thefe Aroutients are of any wank 
(which feem to be fupported by many Inftances 
given us by Authors of undoubted authority) 
the Operation was beyond difpute advifeable, 
and muft in general be fo, where compound 
Fractures, Wounds, or Abfceffes of the Joints, 
are attended with the like Symptoms. For 
though there may be a few Inftances of the 
recovery of People, who have been. nearly 
under the fame Circumftances, yet I, think 
they are by no means fufficiently, numerous to 
induce one to truft to any other Method of 
preferving Life, than by having recourie to the 
Operation ; to which the Patients generally fub- 
mit with great Refolation, in expectation of .a 


Recovery. 


CASE 
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A fingular Inflance of a difeafed foint requiring 
| Amputation. 


N the Year 1744, J. C. accidentally injured 

his Knee by a Fall, it appeared {welled, 
and continued painful for fome Months; but 
at length, by proper Management, grew quite 
well, and fo continued for three Years ; when 
his Symptoms returned with Violence, and in- 
creafed for three Months, notwithftanding the 
Affiftance given him by a neighbouring Sur- 
geon; who, befides the- ufe of Fomentations, 
and other various Applications to the Part af- 
fected, made him an Iffue by Incifion juft 
below, and on the Outfide of the difeafed 
Knee, which was kept open for fix Weeks, 
and then dried up. About a Month after the 
Iffue was healed, a diftinct Tumour appeared 
immediately below the Patella and on its 
outfide, which burfted of itfelf, but difcharged 
very little, However, he grew confiderably 
worfe from this time; his Appetite became 


ie | bad, 


“77 


278 


Cases ia@0S tp ihe 


bad, and his Leg and Thigh began to wafte. 
Under thefe Circumftances, he was admitted 
into the Hofpital. But notwithftanding the 
feveral Methods ufed for his Relief the Difeafe 
increafed to fo great a Degree, as to render the 
Amputation of the Limb neceflary, which 


was done above Knee, and the Patient re- 
covered, 


Tt FAM Ay gt. eek 


Upon opening the Joint, the Integuments 
were found greatly difeafed, the Ligaments ap- 
peared confiderably thickened, the Extremities 
of the Os Femoris and Tibia were much en- 
larged, and their Cartzlages eroded. 

_Besipes thefe Phenomena which are common 
to almoft all difeafed Joints requiring Ampu- 
tation, it had one thing peculiar to itfelf, which 
was, that it contained five Peas that were con- 
fined within the Capfular, or. Burfal Ligament 


of the Knee. I examined whether I could . 


difcover the opening made by the Peas through 
the Ligament, but could not. It is to.be ob- 
ferved, that the Ifue had been healed up for 
near three Months before the Amputation. 


CASE 
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CASE XLVI. 


Two ate Cafes of difeafed .Knee-Foints fuc- 
_ efsfully treated, the firft by Topical Appli- 
cations, the fecond by Operation. Communt- 
cated to the Royal Society, and publifhed ia 
their Tranfactions for the Year 1756. 


gf “ISEASES of the larger Joints of the 
i 7 Extremities have always been looked 
tipon by Surgeons of the greateft Eminence 
in their Profeffion, to be attended with con- 
fiderable Danger to the Patient, and with the 
greateft Reaion ; fince they have been con- 
vinced fremr much Experience that thefe Ma- 
Tadies are too often the Confequences of de- 
praved Habits of Body arifing from a Scro- 


phulous, Scorbutical, or fome other general 


Caufe. But though we are fufficiently ap- 
prifed of thefe Facts, and that thefe Swellings 
do often baflle the greateft Skill in Phyfic and 
Surgery, we’ are neverthelefs notto infer 
from hence that every Diforder of this kind 
is attended with the like bad Circumftances, 

ae fince 
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fince it is certain that Difeafes of the Joints, 
particularly thofe of the Knee, are fometimes 
merely local Complaints, which may not only 
be relieved by Surgery; but perfectly cured. 
The Species of Tumours [now hint at. are 
fuch as are diftinguifhed from other Tumours 
of this Part by the name of Hydrops Articul:, 
of which there are two different Kinds. The 
firft, where the Difeafe is fituated in the Mem- 
brana Adipofa, and neighbouring Parts on this 
fide the Capfular Ligament of the Joint. The 
fecond. where the Fluid is contained within the 
Capfular Ligament of the Joint, betwixt the 
lower Extremity of the Thigh-Bone, and up- 
per Extremity of the large(t Bone of the Leg 
called Z7bia, The firft Species of Tumour 
may. be diftinguithed from the fecond Species 
by the Touch, by the Appearance of the 
Tumour of the firft kind being very pale and 
uniform, by a want of Fluctuation, and by 
the very flight degree of Pain attending it, 
The repeated ufe of emollient Fomentations, 
Mercurial Frictions, and gentle Purges con- 
tinued | for fome time have, been often. known 
to remove this Diforder. . At other times it 
has been found, when thefe Applications have 
had little er,.no, Effect, that the. Difeafe has 
eee ae been 
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been totally removed by the Application of per- 
petual Blifters to the Part affected; which 
fhould in moft Cafes be continued for feveral 
Weeks. In fome Inftances I have known the 
Application of the Petroleum Barbadenfe ( Bar- 


badoes Tar) have fo good an Effet, by being 


applied every Day to the Joint, even after fe- 
veral cther Remedies had been unfuccefsfully 
tried, as to cure fuch a Diforder of the Knee- 
Joint as had hitherto been judged defperate ; 
in which Cafe, there was an enlargement of 
the Bones, as well as a very confiderable one 
of the Integuments, and of the Tendinous and 
Ligamentous Parts; but without any degree 
of Inflaronmation. In this Inftance no extrava- 
fated Fluid could be difcovered ; however, there 
was an Immobility of the Joint, a confiderable 
Contraction of the Hamftrings, the Complaint 
was great, and the Patient defcribed the Pain 
as {hooting through the Ligaments of the Joints, 
through the Pafe//a, and through the lower 
Extremities of the Os Femorzs, and upper end 
of the T7dia. He was afflicted with a fevere 
fymptomatic Fever, which had been of many 
Weeks continuance, and the Patient was at length 
become greatly emaciated thereby. The Reafon 
for my giving fo particular a Relation of the Cir- 

: cumitances 


28% 


382 


CASES Mm SURGERY, 
cumftanees attending this Fact, proceeds from 
the defire I have of recommending a-Trial of 
the fame Remedy in the like Cafes ; which, 
as far as I'can judge from my own Experience, 
may always be fafely done, where there is no 
Inflammation already formed upon the Integu- 
ments; and Iam farther induced to communi- _ 
cate a fhort Hiftory of this Cafe, as it is an 
Application I never faw made ufe of under the 
like Circumftances; though (it muft be ac-_ 
knowledged) the ufe of it has not been very 
uncommon in old Sprains of the Joints, in 
which Cafes the Barbadoes Tar has frequently 
been tried with Succefs. 

Tue fecond Species of Hydrops Articuh 
(where the extravafated Fluid is contained 
within the Capfular Ligament of the Joint) 
may be diftinguifhed from the firft kind of 
Dropfy of this Part, by its deep Situation, by 
the Flu@tuation which is difcoverable upon 
patting the Knee on one fide, whilft the other 
Hand is placed immoveably on the’ oppofite 
fide ; by the degree of Pain arifing from the 
Dittention which the Capfular Ligament fuf- 
fers in confequence of its. Contents; by the 
Incapacity of bending the Joint, and by the 
Circumftance of its being attended with no ge- 
: neral 
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neral Complaints of Body, as well as from 


the fudden enlargement of the Tumour, upon 


the increafe of which: principally depends, I 


believe, the degree of uneafinefs. in. the Part. 
This is very far ftom being the cafe in that 
kind of Difeafe called Spznma Ventofa, which 
arifés originally from a Difeafe of the Medulla, 
and Veflels of the Bone itfelf, from whence 
proceed gricvous pricking Pains that come on 
-previoufly in general to any vifible énlarge- 
ment of the Part affected, or any difcoverable 
Quantity of Fluid depofited in the Joint, which 
Symptoms are very different from thofe arifing 
from the fecond kind of Hydrops Articuli, as may 
be learned from the fucceeding Cafe, in which 
it was judged neceffary to cut more than once 
through the Capfular Ligament to evacuate its 
Contents, which Operation (contrary to the 


common received Opinion of Wounds of the | 


Ligaments being attended with certain de- 
ftruction of the Limb) fhould always be done 
under the like prefling Circumftances, in rea- 
fonable Expectation of removing a Complaint 
that totally difables the Patient, and too fre- 
quently terminates in the Lofs of the Limb 
when neglected ; and Iam more particularly 
inclined to recommend this Practice as I am 


con 
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convinced that the Difeafe is out of the reach 
of fuch Applications as are of fervice in Dif- 
orders of thefe parts whofe fituations are more 
fuperficial; that is, on the outfide of the Cap- 
fular, or Burfal Ligament of the Joint. 


W. D. aged 29 (by Bufinefs a Porter) was 
put under my Care on the fifth of Sep- 
tember 17654, for a Diforder in one of his 
Knees ; upon enquiry, the Part appeared greatly 
{welled ; it was attended with exceffive Pain, _ 
which was continual; the Tumour had not 
the leaft degree of Inflammation. The Dif- 
order arofe without any accountable Caufe, 
and had been only of three Weeks ftanding: 
Upon placing one Hand on the outfide of the 
Knee, and by patting with the other Hand 
on the infide of the Knee, it was an eafy 
matter to difcover a Fluctuation ; for this Reafon 
I judged it advifeable to make an opening into 
the Tumour, which I did by Incifion on the 
upper and infide of the Knee-pan, as_ this 
was the moft prominent part of the Swelling: 
Through the Wound a thick gelatinous Fluid, 
deeply tinged with Blood, was difcharged in a 
full Stream to the Quantity of fourteen Ounces. 


AFTER 
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Arrer the whole of the Fluid was evacu- 
ated, I introduced a Probe through the Incifion, 
which I readily pafled under the Patella: The 
Wound was fuperficially drefled with Lint, 
and the whole of the Knee was covered with 
a Pultice of ftrone Beer Grounds and Oat- 
meal. ‘The Patient complained of confiderable 
Pain for about four Hours after the Operation ; 
at the end of that time he grew eafy, and 
fo continued till the fecond Day after the 


Operation, when the Knee became a good. 
deal painful ; there was as yet very little Digef- 


tion: Upon enquiry, I learnt he had not been 


at Stool for three Days, which occafioned the. 


adminiftering a Clyfter, by the Clyfter Stools 
were procured, and the Pain of the Knee be- 
came much lefs. The third Day after the 
Operation there appeared a confiderable Dit 
charge from the Wound, and the Knee was 
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quite eafy; the Patient continued in this State ~ 
till the ‘fixth Day after the Operation; when 


the Quantity of Matter was much leffened, - 


the Pain returned, and lafted till the eighth 


Day; on this Day, the Difcharge encreafed, 


and the Pain remitted. From this Period 1 
obferved the’ Difcharge continued to encreafe 
until the eleventh Day, which proceeding al- 

5 | together 
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together from within the Joint, I dilated the 
Wound, that the Matter might have a more 
ready Iffue; this Operation anfwered my ex- 
pectation; the Patient was eafy -until the 
fifteenth Day; when he complained of a re~ 
turn of the Pain. Upon-enquiry I perceived 


that the outfide of the Knee was fwelled, and 


by the Touch I difcovered a Fluctuation under 
that part; thefe Symptoms induced me to 
make a counter-opening through the Integu- 
ments and Capfular Ligaments into the Tu- 


mour, which I found by the -ufe.of the Probe 


to have a communication with the Wound on 
the infide of the Knee; from this time, the 
Patient went very well on without any farther 
Complaints; in about ten Weeks after the 
firtt Operation he was. perfe@ly well, and ftill 
continues fo without any ‘other Complaint 
than that of a {mall degree of Stiffnefsin the 
Joint, as Thave very lately had an opportu- 
nity of informing myfelf. During his con- 
finement I made ufe of emollient Fomenta- 
tions, drefled the Wounds fuperficially, and 
continued the Pultice of ftrong Beer Grounds 
and Oatmeal. 


N. Bs 
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N. B. the Patient took a great. Quantity of 
Bark on account of the Difcharge, which for 
fome part of the time was very great, as 
well as on account of the Pain and. fymp- 
tomatic Fever. 


REMARK, 


The Hiftory I have given of \the preceding 
remarkable Cafe, with the Operation I have 
taken upon me to recommend inothe like In- 
ftances, is not with a defign of advifing an 
Opening to be inconfiderately made through 
the Capfular Ligament of the Joint of the 
Knee in all ColleCtions of Fluids.in this part; 
nor would I have it fuppofed that I think this 
Operation is ever quite void of Danger: The 
propriety and neceffity of fuch an Operation 
_ depend entirely upon Circumftances ; I would 
therefore have it remembered, that I recom- 
mend it only to be done where. the extravafated 
Fluid appears very great in Quantity, where 
the Limb is rendered almoft ufelefs by the 
Difeafe, is attended with confiderable Pain 
without any remarkable Enlargement and 
dishgurement of the Bones themfelves, which 
is a Circumftance though rarely known to 
‘occur, yet moft certainly does fometimes 


happen, 
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happen. In thofe Cafes of Collections of 
Matter in the Knee-Joints (Abfcefles) which 
very frequently happen, and are attended with 
the Circumftances of enlarged disfigured Bones, 
a wafting away of the Limb joined with a 
bad Habit of Body, I am of Opinion, an open- 
ing into the Joint by Cauftic, or Incifion, or 
otherwife, fhould never be put in Practice; 
becaufe, I have frequently known this Method 
recommended and purfued with the diftant 
hopes of faving the Limb, and cannot recollect 
one Inftance where the Practice has been 
fuccefsful; on the contrary this attempt to 
relieve has been followed with very ‘painful and 
dreadful Confequences: But where the Dif- 
eafe is differently circumftanced, that is, not 
joined with a vifible affection of the Eones, 
and a bad Habit of Body, and which through 
neglect or otherwife has arrived to the State of 
W, D’s Cafe, an Opening through the Capfular 
Ligament is undoubtedly advifeable in expec- 
tation of faving the Limb: The pofhibility of 
which may be learned from what has already 
been faid, and without which Operation I 
believe no Relief could have been given to the 
Patient but. by a more fevere Operation ; to 
wit, the Amputation of the Limb. | 


CASE 
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en oo Ee. 
Of a. fractured Patella. 


A B. aged 25, in Augufi 1747, broke her 
* Knee-pan by a Fall down Stairs, for 
which fhe put herfelf under my Care. The 
Extremities of the divided Bone were at a con- 
fiderable Diftance from each other, but by ex- 
tending the Leg, and gently preffing the Ex- 
tenfor Mufcles, and Tendons of the Tzdza 
above the fractured Part, I brought them to 
within an Inch of each other ,and they were re- 
tained in this Situation by a proper Comprefs and 
Bandage. In a few Days after their Reduction, 
I gently moved the Knee, by carefully bending 
and extending it, which was repeated every 
Day during her Cure. At the end of fix 
Weeks fhe appeared fo well recovered as to 
be able to walk upon plain Ground, or up and 
down Stairs with very little Inconvenience. 
She could bend and extend her Knee very 
well; the parts of the fractured Bone remain- 
ing at the fame Diftance from each other, in 
U which 
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which they were at firft placed. I obferved 
during my Care of her, that the had formerly 
broke her other Knee-pan, and that the Parts 
of the fractured Bone were then at leaft: three 
Inches diftant from each other. She informed 
me, that fhe had never applied to any one for 
Affifance in this Cafe; and that during the 
whole time fhe had been capable of walking 
about, but was lame for three Months after 
the Accident. Since that time fhe has enjoyed 
the free ufe of her Leg, and has been capable 
of walking upon plain Ground, or up and 
down Stairs without Pain or Difficulty. 


SSISSSSHSSSGSSHHSHSSSHSHES 
CS Bask | 
Of a fractured Patella. 


= P. 43 Years of Age, broke her Knee- 
“" pan in Ogober: 1748, by a Fall: down 
Stairs, for which Accident the’ was recom- 
mended to my Care.’ Upon enquiry, the 
whole Knee appeared greatly contufed, attended 
with a confiderable Ecchymofis and Tumour, 
which could not be difperfed for near three 
Months. Upon'-the Removal of thefe Com- 

plaints, 
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plaints, the Extremities of the fraCtured Bone 
were difcovered to. be near two Inches from 
each other; her Knee appearing at the fame 
time itiff and inflexible, in which ftate it re- 
mained for fome time afterwards; but by the 
ufe of Fomentations, relaxing Ointments, and 
daily pains being taken in bending the Joint; 

it at length became flexible, and fhe was ca- 
pable of walking upon plain Ground without 
any Lamenefs or inconveniency, but the going 
up and down Stairs, was attended with fome 


Difficulty. he | ' 


REMARK. 


THE Method recommended above, in the 
- ‘Treatment of tranfverfe Fractures of the Pyv- 
tella, is very different from the general Rule 
laid down by Writers to be obferved in the 
like Cafes. Their Advice being to bring the 
Extremities of ithe Bones, if poffible, into 
Contact with each other, and to keep the Leg 
immoveably extended for eight or ten Weeks ; 
but fince it is found by Experience, that in 
confequence of fuch management, the Joint 
becomes {tiff and inflexible, from, probably, 
the Callus of the broken Bone and Synovia of 
the Joint mixing together, and foldering up 

Le 2 the 


291 


292 


Cases m SuRGERY. 


the Joint, there is no doubt of the great Im- 
propriety attending this Method of Treatment; 
and for thefe Reafons it is now a Cuftom with 
fome of the moft eminent in the Profeffion, 
to treat thefe Accidents in the manner I have 
prefcribed, preferable to that which has been 
advifed by Authors, by which means the Mo- 
tion of the Part is {till preferved. 

N.B. Tue fame Rule fhould be obferved in the 


- 'Treatment of tranfverfe FraCtures of the Pro- 


ceffus Olecranon of the Ulna, regarding the fre- 
quent Extenfion and Flexion of the Elbow- 
Joint: For want of which Method I have 
known Accidents of this kind followed: by an 


~ incurable Stiffnefs of the Part, to the great 


Diffatisfaction and Injury of the Patient. 


Of a Divifion of the Tendo Achillis. 


W HEN a Tendon ‘is in part divided by 
Ya fharp Inftrument, or wholly broke 
through, in confequence of Jumping, Danc- 
ing, Or any other extraordinary Violence; it 
is agreed, that the bringing the divided Ex- 

5  tremities - 
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tremities into contact with each other, and the. 


keeping them fo for a certain time by the 
help of Comprefs and Bandage, are generally 
fufficient to compleat a Re-union, or at leaft an 
Adhefion of thefe Parts, to the neighbouring 
ones, without any farther Opperation. It is 
neverthelefs advifed by Writers, who approve 
of this Method under the like Circumftances, to 
make ufe of the Needle and Ligature, when 
the Tendon with its Integuments becomes to- 
tally divided by a fharp Initrument. 

From the feveral Inflances of divided Ten- 
dons, which have come under my Cognizance, 
and which have been fo treated, I have ob- 
ferved that the Parts always fuffer confiderable 
Pain and Inflammation from being ftitched, 
and generally terminate in Abfcefles of the 
neighbouring Integuments, and Sloughs of the 
_ Extremities of the Tendon, or Tendons, 
through which the Needle and Ligature have 
been paffed, by which means the Cure is con- 
fiderably retarded, and extraordinary Pain’ in- 
curred. So that from thefe: Obfervations, and 
from many others, 1 am induced to recom- 
mend a total difute of the Needle and Liga- 
ture in. the lke Cafes, and to truft to a fa- 
vourablePofition of the Limb, affitted by pro- 

ake oe 
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per Comprefs and Bandage. Again, the 
Needle and Ligature fhould not only be re~ 
jected in Divifions of the Tendons, but in all 
other recent Wounds, where Comprefs and 
Bandage can be applied to Advantage. 


4. B, had the Misfortune of dividing the 
Tendo Achillis, about two Inches above the 
Os Calis by the flipping of an Ax, with 
which he was at work. He was put under 
my care. Upon InfpeCtion I obferved the 
upper part of the Tendon to be at a confidera- 
ble diftance from the lower, in confequence of © 
the Contraction of the Gafirocnemit Mufcles. 1 
made ufe of no other Method in bringing the 
Extremities together, than bending the Knee, 
extending the Foot, and gently comprefiing 
the Leg downwards from the Calf; which 


being done, I applied a Bandage from the Ham 


quite to the upper Edge of the Wound. At 


the fame time, obferving to keep the Foot 
extended, which was fecured in this Situation 
by the help of a piece of Pafte-board properly 
adapted to the Foot, and fecured on by a 
fecond Bandage. ‘The Parts were kept in this 
pofture for five Weeks, at the end’ of which 

time 
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time the Wound was healed, and the Extre- 

mities of the Tendon appeared perfectly re- 
united, or at leaft adhered to their neighbouring 
Parts. The Ancle. became fuff from Pipes 
conftantly kept in this pofition, but by the 
ufe of Fomentations, and an Embrocation of 
Neats-foot Oil, it foon became pliant, and 
perfetly ufeful. ‘To thefe I could add feveral 
other Cafes-of the like kind, did I think them 
at all neceflary to confirm this Practice. 


CITI CUDEUDOUVOUE FOGLE OCR 


ANGIE EAL. 


Of a Divifion of the Flexor Tendons of the 


B. accidentally run his Hand through 

"a pane of Glafs, which cut his Writ 

on the fore Part, quite a-crofs. ‘The upper cu- 
_ bital Artery was divided, and bled profufely, but 
the Bleeding was ftopt without much difficulty 
by the Needle and Ligature. The Tendons of 
the Flexor Carp: Radialis, Palmaris longus, and 
Flexor Carpi Ulnarts Mufcles, were likewife 
divided, and their upper Extremities were 
U 4 drawn 
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Grawn at a confiderable Diftance from the 
lower ones; the Flexor Tendons of the’ Fin- 
gers were in part divided; however, upon 
bending the Hand, and prefling. the Arm 
downwards, the Parts were brought together, 
and kept in that Situation till ‘cuced . which 
was in twenty-five Days after the Accident. 
Upon healing the Wound, the Parts appeared 
{tiff, and fomewhat uneven, but by the help 
of Fomentations, relaxing Oils, and gentle 
Extenfion frequently made ufe of, they per- 
fetly recovered their free Motion, ufual 
Strength and Evenneis. 

I sHoutp not have thought. thefe Cafes 
worthy of Communication, had not they been 
merely intended as an Illuftration of the Ad- 
vantages of this Practice, preferable to the 
other Method. 

Ir is worth obferving, that. the Inflammation | 
which fucceeded upon this Method of Treat- 
ment was no more than what always happens 
to other parts in incifed Wounds of equal 
depth and fize, and that there were neither 
Abfcefies nor Sloughs in confequence of the 
Accident, or Management of the. divided 
Tendons. - 


CASE 
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CASE LII. 
Of a Rupture of if Tendo Achillis. 


B. had the Misfortune to break the 

© Tendo Achillis entirely in two by Jump- 

ing, but as he was ignorant of the Injury he 
had fuftained, he was carried home, and had 
not proper Affiftance Mic him till a Week 
after the Accident, when he was recommended 
to my Care. Upon Examination, I found 


the Tendo Achillis entirely feparated ; the Ex. 


tremities of the divided Parts were at leaft an 
Inch and a half diftant from each other, and 
the Patient complained of confiderable Pain, J 
proceeded to the redution of the divided Parts, 
which I effected with fome Difficulty by ex- 

tending the Foot, bending the Knee, and for- 
| cibly compreffing the Mutcles downwards. 
When this was done, I placed a Compre 
upon the Leg, from the Ham down to the up- 
| per edge of the divided Tendon, and upon 
this applied a Roller, with a degree of tight- 
-nefs fufficient to peeve the Contraction of the 
: Muicles 
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Mufcles called Gaftrocnemii; when this was: 
done, I placed a linen Comprefs upon the up-. 
per part of the Feot, and upon that, a piece: 
of Pafte-board; which were fecured on by: 
Bandage, and the whole Leg was tied up in 
a Pillow. He became eafy foon after the re- 
du@tion of the Tendon, and fo continued _ till! 
he left me, which was in about five Weeks ;; 
during which time, the Comprefs and Ban-- 
dages were renewed as occafion required. The: 
Extremities of the Tendons remained together,, 
but he continued lame, and was weak in the: 
Part for fome time, till at length he recovered| 
the ufe and ftrength ofthe Limb. I did not: 
obferve that there was any wafting of either: 
of thefe Limbs, as is not uncommon after Ac-. 
cidents of the like kind. 


REMARK, 


Ir it fhould be infifted upon that the Nee-. 
die and Ligature are {til advifeable in Ten-. 
dons that are divided by a fharp Trivia 
ment, they cannot but be equally fo in Ten-. 
dons that are divided by beingruptured where: 
there is no Injury done to the Integuments ; 
but I fancy it will be allowed upon coa-. 
fideration, that a divided ‘Tendon is as likely 

to 
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to do well, as a ruptured one ; fince the. 


Parts may always in recent Cafes be brought 
together with equal eafe, ‘and kept fo by a 
proper Situation of the Part, aff fted with 
pon and ‘Bandage. 


CAS EF TIV. 


Mon yfieur Faget's Remarks on the Ufe, &c. of 
_ the Styptic purchafed by bis Moft Chriftian 
Majchy ; communicated by James Theobald, 


Fjg, FL RS. inforted in the Philofophical 


‘TranfaCtions jor the Year 17 53° 


Ecember 7, 1752, about the end of the 
Year 1750. Mr. Broffard, a Surgeon 
from Berry, came to Paris, to propofe the ufe 
of a Remedy, which he had difcovered for 
{topping the Blood’ after Amputations, and 
which he afferted, to have found effe@tual in 
feveral Amputations of the Arms and Legs. 
Ar his requeft, fome Gentlemen of the 
‘Academy of Surgery were deputed, in whofe 
prefence he was to make fome new Expe- 
— in ftopping the Blood upon different 
Animals, 
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Animals, .and in. all. which -he. fuéceded, by 
{topping it in the largeft Arteries after Am» 
putation. But the Succefs of this. Remedy 
might yet be confidered a little dubious, be+ 
caufe many Animals, as in Dogs particularly; 
the great Arteries {top of their own Accord; 
and rarely any Dog dies from an Hemorrhage, 
becaufe their Blood is more difpofed to con- 
geal, and by that means to flop the Dit 
charge. 

For this reafon, the Experiments made on 
Animals not being thought fatisfactory, and yet 
being convinced, that no ill effect could follow 
the Application of this Remedy on human 
Kind, Mr. Broflard was permitted to. ufe it 
at the Hofpital of the Invalids, in an Am- 
putation of the Leg, which fucceeded_per- 
fectly well; and not the leaft ill Accident 
happened through the whole time of the 
are, | : bey | 
SOMETIME after this, two Waggoners were 
run over by a Waggon loaded with Stone, 
and each of them had one Leg broke 
in a miulerable manner. Thefe two Men 
being brought to the Hofpital of the Charity, 
I faw no other hopes of Succefs, but in 
umputating the Legs; and, for that reafon, I 

requefted 
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tequefted Mr. Broflard would be prefent, and 
give mea Proof of this new Application, which 
we applied in the following manner. 

‘As foon as the Leg was cut off, I flackened 
the Tourniquet to difcover the Veffels, and 
Mr. Brofard applied upon the Orifices of the 
two Arteries, two pieces of his Aftringent, 
fattened one upon’ another with’ a Ribband, 
in the manner~ which I have fent to you, 
and as it is in the Drawing. After the Ap- 
plication was made, I ftreightened the 'Four- 
niquet, end pafied the two ends of the Rib- 
band, which was faftned to the upper Piece 
of the Aftringent, upon the Stump, over the 
Kinee, and applied a Linen Bag, filled flightly 
with the fame Aftringent in Powder, upon 
the whole Wound; and, over all, applied the 
common Dreffings in the like Cafe. After 
the Drefling was finifhed, I flackened the 
Tourniquet, and two Hours after, took it 
entirely away. Eight and forty Hours after 
this, we took off the Dreffings, and not the 
Jeaft drop of Blood followed from the Veffels ; 
and we again applied one fingle piece of the 
Aftringent upon the two Veflels; and I dreffed 
the other Parts of the Wound with Pledgets 
=e of 
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of Lint, with common. digeftive, a Styram 
Plaiter, and the ufual Bandage. 

Tue third Day the Aftringent fell ia of 
itfelf, in| the time of Dreffing ; and the Patient, 
after that time was. drefied in the .commom 


Manner. The fame was done ’to the other 


Patient, after the Amputation, as to.this. 

Tue firft of thefe Men. died on the fifth 
Day, and the other. on the ninth; but there: 
did not.appear through the whole, the leait: 
tendency? to..an. Hemorrhage. ‘Thus the Re-. 
medy fairly produced its effect, as to the ftop-. 
ping of the Blood. uigg 

However, i in order to determine the Man-. 
ner, in which this Aftringent produces its ef 
fects, I examined the Blood-Veflels of thofe: 
two: Patients: after their death, and I found. 
them contracted and ftraitned, as if they’ 
had been tied, sand, in. the largeit of them a 
conic Coagulation of the. Blood, which was 
am Inch ,and. half Jong; .and after having 
taken out. this Coagulation, it was with diffi- 
culty, that I could introduce the Point of a 
very {mall Probe into the Orifice of that 
Vettel. | 
THe. Patient who died on the ninth Day, 


had the Arteries — in the fame Man- 
ACL 5 
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‘ner; but’ with this difference, that the Con- 
gelation was at leaft four Inches long. 

Jo Mr. Morand has’ employed. this Remedy 
with Succefs, in applying it toa Wound made 
by a Sword in the bending of the Arm; and, 
I myfelf have made uis of it, with great 
Succeis on occafions. where the temporal, and 
intercoftal Arteries have been opened. 

In the laft mentioned Cafes, TE applied bilt 
ane piece of the Styptic upon the opening of 
the Artery; and this generally falls off at the 
firt Dreffing, that is, forty-eight Hours after 
the Application, without the leaft Appearance 
of an Hemorrbage, or other ill Symptoms 
which can raife any Objections to this Someta i 
for. thofe Patients are all recovered. 

_ Tuere have been lately made at the Hof- 
pital of the Invalids two Experiments of this 
Aftringent: in Amputations; and in both, the 
“Succefs has been equal to all that can be de- 
fired. The Surgeon, in thefe Cafes, ufed only 
the two Pieces applied one upon the other, 
without ufing the Powder in thé Bag, as 
before; and. dreffed the. whole Wound with 
Lint, and the common Bandage. 

_ Tuus, then at laft, there appears to be 
difcovered a tie beyond our hopes, and 


which 
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fpired, when he difcovered the ufe of th 
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plication of Fire was the cruel, Refource o 
the Ancients; and Paré believed himéelf in: 


Ligature. But, alas! how many Accident: 
are there, which arife from the ufe of thof 
two manners, and which too often terminate 
in the Death of the Patient! Happy for us: 
that. thofe Accidents now appear to be na 
Jonger to be feared by the lucky Difcovery, 
of this Styptic, the firft Experiments of which 
have fo greatly promifed Succefs ! 

Ir may be remarked, that, if this Aftrin- 
gent fucceeded only in coagulating the Blood, 
it has produced nothing extraordinary, for 
thefe Coagulations would not have been fuf- 
ficient to have ftopped the Hemorrhage, di- 
rectly after the Operation in Amputations; 
but its excellency lies in contracting the Ar- 
teries fo clofely, that it hardly lets a little 
Probe into the Aperture of the Artery, and by, 
this means, forms as it were a perfect Liga- 
ture, much more certain than the ufual one, 


as this is not made in any one point of the 


Cylinder of a Veffel. ‘Thus this Application 
exceeds every thing which has hitherto been 
produced by the Operation of our Hands. 

, THIs 
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Tis fingularity in the Operation of this 
Remedy, fuppofes another in the Vefiels, which 
is the great Contractility of the Fibres of the 
Arteries. Thefe, indeed, do naturally contract 
of themfelves, but not to two thirds of their 


Diameter; nor to that ftate in which they 


are ftraitened by the effect of this Aftringent; 
becaufe by that, the whole Aperture is al+ 
~ moft intirely taken off in the largeft Veffels, 
and it is eafy to imagine their Effects in the 
{malleft. 

Ir may be obferved, that it is not in the 
dead parts of Bodies that this Contraétion can 
be made; it requires the Affiftance of the vital 
~ Principal, and operates on the Fibres by cer- 
tain Articles contained in it, which difpofe 
the Anima! Body, by its Irritation to fhorten 
its Fibres, and reduce the tiffue which they 
~ compofe in a leffer Volume. 


Turis Remedy, of which I have been 


395 


-fpeaking, is nothing elfe but the Agaric of 


the Oak. The beft kind of it is found on 
the Parts of Oak-trees where the large Limbs 
have been cut off, and it very often refembles 
a Horfe-fhoe in its fhape. This Agaric is 
diftinguifhed into four parts, the Rind; the 
fecond Part, which i is preferable to the other ; 

. X ihe 
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the third Part ferves for the ftopping the Blood 
in {maller Veffels, as well as that part which 
touches the Tree; this laft was what was 
powdered, and applied in the little Bag; as 
in the Operations of the Charity. 

Tue fecond Part is what I make ufe of in 
Amputations, which is cut into pieces of the 
Size of that which I have fent you. It mutt 
be beaten by a Hammer till it is foft, and 
this is its whole Preparation. Every part. is 
prepared. alike. 

THe beft time of collecting it Mr. Brof- 
fard has found to be in the utumn, in fine 
Weather, after great: Heats. 

Tus, then, Sir, is all I can collect of the 
Ufe, Application, and Preparation of this new 
Remedy for flopping Blood. If the Royal 
Society fhall find any thing in it worthy their 
regard, I thall think myfelf happy in having 
communicated thefe Obfervations. — 

At the time of reading the above Memoir, 
fome bits of Agaric were exhibited to the 
Royal Society, part of which was delivered to 
me to make trial with, upon the next Oppor- 
tunity, which I did in afew Days after with 
Succefs; and prefented the following Account 
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of its.effects to the Royal Society, which. was 
read by one. of the Secretaries. 


Deneubets Be 14th, 1 52, Thurfday.. Hatton- 
Garden. 


AGREEABLE to the Defire of this Society 
I have taken the firft Opportunity of Com- 
municating ‘the Effects of the Agaric of the 
Oak in ftopping of Hemorrhages, ' or bleed- 
ing from the principal Veflels’ after Ampu- 
tation. If I have been too circumftantial in 
“my Narrative of the Symptoms and Circum- 
ftances attending the following Cafe; I hope 
you will attribute it merely to the Defire I 
have of giving you all the Satisfaction I am 
capable of, relating to the Experiment made 
~ with this Styptic; and this I have been more 
particularly induced to, as it is the firft Cafe 
of the Kind offered to your Confideration, 
where this Application hay been made ufe of 
in gs Sot 
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Of an Amputation of the Leg. 


(YAturday, December the gth, 1752, C. 8. 
aged 24, had her Leg amputated below 
the Knee, at twelve oClock at Noon. on 
account of an incurable Ulcer, with which 
fhe had been affli@ed for 13 Years.. She loft 
very little Blood in the Operation. Imme- 
diately after the Amputation, a Piece of Aga~ 
ric of a proper Size (the fame. which was 
delivered to me by the Royal Society for this 
purpole) was applied to the Mouths of the 
principal Arteries. ‘Two other {mall pieces 
of Agaric were applied to the Mouths of two 
{maller Arteries, which appeared at fome dif- 
tance from the principal ones. Upon the 
Pieces of Agaric, Doflils of Lint were ap- 
plied, and over all, a Pledgit of Tow fpread 
with yellow Bafilicon, which were kept on 
by the common Bandages made ufe of im 
juch caies, and applied with the ufual degreey 
of tightnets. 


For 
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For about an Hour and quarter after. the 
Operation, the Tourniquet was kept on mode- 
rately tight at a convenient Diftance above 
the Knee, at the end of which time, it was 
flackened fo as to have no degree, of Prefiure 
upon the Femoral Artery. The Patient was 
much ‘eafier than I had ever obferved after 
the ufe of the Needle and Ligatures. “Her 
Pulfe appeared very little difturbed, till about 
four o’Clock this Afternoon, when the Symp- 
tomatic Fever began to come flightly oa, 
attended now and then with convulfive T witch 
ings of the Stump and Thigh; for which 
Reafons the Tourniquet was fomew hat tightned. 
At feven o’Clock this Evening the Tourniquet 
was quite Jet loofe; foon after which, the 
convulfive Twitchings became lefs frequent, 
and fefs fevere; thefe Spafms of the Limb 
fhe had been long ufed to have, and by her 
own account, they had been more fevere 
before the Operation than_fince, | 

Sue had but little reft this Evening; Suuday 
Morning fhe appeared as well as could be ex- 
pected, her Palfe was calm, and fhe had no 
particular Complaints. At tweive o’Clock at 
Night fhe fell afleep, and fo continued - till 
feven o'Clock the next Morning. 

pee some Monday 
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Monday Morning the appeared well, her 
Pulfe was calm, and the had no particular Pain. 
Monday Night the flept but little, but was very 
eafy the whole Time; Tvefday Morning fhe 
appeared very well, and her Pulfe quiet; 
this Morning fhe was dreffed in the ufual 
Manner, her Wound appeared with a very 
good Afpect. She has fuffered no Pain in the 
Part where the Agaric was applied, and is 
in all refpects as well as can be expected. 
At feven o'Clock this Evening I vifited her, 
fhe was perfectly eafy, the convulfive Twitch- 
ings of which the at firft complained, Mg 
quite removed. a. 

Thurfday December 14, the continues ae | 
her Wound was drefled again this Niece. 
from which there appeared a very proper Dif- 
charge of Matter, not in the leaft tinged with 


Blood. The whole of the Agaric with the 


reft, of the Dreflings were removed without 
eiving Pain, Upon the Removal of the Aga- 
ric, I ‘enquired narrowly, whether I could 
difcover the Extremities of the Arteries, or 
their Pulfation, but there was not. the leaft 


“appearance of either of them : From, this time 
the continued to mend without the leatt Inter- 


ruption, till fhe was difmiffed the Hofpital. : 


id 
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A fort Hiftory of the Effects of the Agaric 
‘of the Oak in flopping of Bleedings, after 
fome of the moft capita! Operations in. Sur- 
gery; with an Account of the Manner of tts 
acting upon the Veffels. Communicated to the 
Royal. Society. | | 


N December 1752, I had the Honour of 


communicating to the Roya! Soctety the 
good Effects of the Agaric of the Oak in 
the Cafe of a young Woman aged 24, whofe 
Leg I had cut off below the Knee. Since 
that time, I have not heard of any farther 
Trials which have been made with it, or 


of any Accounts that have been given to 
the Society of its great Ufefulnefs in’ Stirs’ 


gery. This may probably arife from: the 
Virtues of the Agaric not being as yet much 


known in England, or from the unwillingnefs 
of Surgeons to adopt fuch' a Method as they — 


may probably’ fuppofe to be attended with 
hazard. The great Succefs which attended 
my firft Experiment of this kind, was’ a 
fufficient Inducement to me to make a far- 
ther Trial of it in other Cafes of the like 


xX 4 | nature. 
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nature. ThisI have lately done in four more 


Inftances; all of which have been attended 
_ with Succefs equal to the firft. The particular 


Advantage of the Agaric is evidently this, that 
it has generally the power of effectually re- 
ftraining the Bleeding without giving Pain; 
for which reafon there appears to be much 


lef of. the. Symptomatic Fever than what 


occurs after the ufe of the Needle and Li- 
gature; which is, by much, the mot painful 
Procefs of the Operation in Amputations, 
and is fometimes productive of Convulfions, 
as has been obferved by Monfieur Le Dran 
in his Chapter of. uputations, under which 
Circumftances he particularly advifes the cut- 
ting the Ligatures, Gc. The Ligatures have 
fometimes the farther Inconvenience of remain- 
ing quite fixed to the Jaft, on which account 
they unavoidably retard the healing of the 
Wound. 

Besrpes:the effea of settrhintnd iis He- 
morrbage in all recent Wounds, which. the 


_ Agaric has very often in. common with. the 


Ligature, it has one great Advantage! peculiar 
to itfelf, which is that. of reftraining the 


_ Bleeding in Wounds. of \ feveral,.Days or 
Weeks flanding,. where) the Parts! ate  be- 


come 
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scome fo rotten as to be ‘incapable of bear- 
ing the Ligature. This have known to have 
been the Effet of ‘it in feveral Inftances 
where the Ligature has been attempted ‘in 
vain. The manner in’ which the Agaric 
acts, is by contracting, or purfing up the 
Extremities of the divided Veffels, I had 
an Opportunity of enquiring into- this Fad 
in a Patient whofe Leg was cut off below 
ithe Knee. Immediately after the Amputa- 
tion, pieces of Agaric were applied to, and 
properly’ fecured upon the Mouths of all the 
principal Veflels. In about an Hour after 
the Operation the Stump bled a-frefh; on 
which. account I removed ail the Dreffings, 
except thofe pieces of Agaric that were at 
firtt applied. This gave me an Opportunity 
of difcovering the Source of the Hemorrhage, 
which was from a collateral Veffel at lJeaft 
an Inch diftant from the principal ones. 


-When I had fecured the Veffel, I had the 


Curiofity to remove the bits of Agaric from 
thofe very parts to which they were at firft 
applied. J obferved the Mouths of the Vet- 
fels to be totally contracted in fo fhort a fpace 
of Time, and to be capable of refifting the 
whole Force of the Circulation; the Extre- 
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mities of the Veflels being altered from their 
natural fhape of a Cylinder,- to that of a. 


Cone. After having faid thus much in favour , 
of the Agaric, I fhall conclude with a Refer- 


ence to the following Cafes, as fome Confir- 


mation .of what has been above advanced. 


SRC 
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oe an Amputation of the Leg. 
* C A $’E. the aft 


Me PG4s: ie ae aged 1, had been 
Jong afflicted with an Ulcer. in his Leg, 


which at length became fo general. (occafioned | 
by an Impoverifhment of the whole Mafs of 
Blood,’ anda conftant flow. Fever with which : 


he’ had been for fome: time afflied). as to | 


deftroy the greateft. part of the ‘Tendons and. 
Mutcles from the Calf of the eg. down 
to the Ancles. The Difcharge. from the 
Wourid had been for fome ‘Weeks fo excef- 
five, as. to. reduce him to the grcatett Extre-. 
tity; and the whole Subftances of the Tibia i 
and £7éula appeared quite rotten for a confider- 
able length. In 
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~ In confideration of the foregoing Symptoms, 
it was recommended to him to part with the 
Limb (though at the fame time the Succefs 


of the Operation was judged to be very pre-. 


carious, on account of his great weaknefs, 


and bad habit of Body) which he readily 


aflented to, and I performed in a 
in the following manner. 

Tue Patient being feated upon a . Table of 
a convenient height, and properly fecured by 
Affiftants, a Linen Comprefs about two Inches 
broad was applied round the Thigh a little 
above the Knee. Upon this the Screw Tour- 
- niquet was fixed, with a degree of tightnefs 
fufficient to prevent the courfe of the Blood 
through the Femoral Artery and its Branches. 


~Tuis being done, I applied a piece of Tape. 


round the Leg, about five Inches below the 


Knee, as a. Direction for the Knife; then I 


proceeded to divide the Integuments quite 


through, which ” were drawn back by an Af-- 
fiftant, and afterwards divided the. Mufcles as’ 


near as poflible to the Integuments quite to 


the Bone. Immediately after this, I introduced” 


the Catline betwixt the T7d7a and Fibula, with 


which I divided the znter offeous Ligament,: 


€S¢. 
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€3c. and then proceeded to faw through the 
Bones. 

IMMEDIATELY after the Amputation, I 
looked for the principal Arteries, and ealily dif- 
covered them without flackening the Tourni- 
quet, (which I have feldom had occafion to do 


in Operations of this kind.) Upon the Mouths 


of thefe Veffels I applied {mall bits of Aga- 
tic, about the fize of a Shilling, as well as 
upon the Mouths of the fmaller Veffels 
which difcovered themielves by their cozing. 
Upon the bits of Agaric I applied foft Layers 
of Lint. All thefe were covered with a 
Pledgit of Tow fpread with yellow Bafilicon, 
and properly fecured on- by the common Ban- 
dage. 

_ Azout three or four Minutes after he was 
rolled up, and put to bed, I difcovered the 
Blood to difcharge freely through the Dref- 
fings, upon which I tightened the Tourniquet 
in expectation of ftopping the Bleeding, but 
this appeared evidently to encreafe it. 

SrriIne this uncommon effeG&, I quite 
flackened the ‘Yourniquet, upon which the 

Bleeding immediately ceafed. This Iwas led 
to from a: Supsofition that the Veins had ~ 
probably fuffered fo great a Compreffion from 

s the 
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the Inftrument, as to be incapable of return- 
ing that Blood which was carried to the neigh- 
bouring Parts by the collateral Arteries arifing 
from the principal Trunk above the Ligature. 
But whether this was the true Reafon or not, 
I cannot take upon me to determine; however 
the fact was, that the Bleeding immediately 
ceafed, and did not return again. 

‘Tur Patient was drefled on the fourth 
Day after the Operation, and the whole of 


the Agaric was removed. Since then he has. 


been treated in the common Method without 


any farther ufe of the Agaric. The Patient _ 


has had very little Fever or Pain fince, and 
was well in health nine Weeks after the 
Operation, but the Wound was not then 
healed. 
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CiAoSsie LVI 
Of an Amputation of a Breaft. 
we Ae e the 20. 


Vi 1754; FE. H. a very lufty Woman, 
| 38 Years of Age, had been afflicted for 
fome ‘time with a difeafed Breaft, which at 
length became cancerous. The Bafis of the 


-Breaft was much larger than common, and 


was complicated with a confiderable Schirrous 
Knot which extended to the Arm-pit. 

As things were thus circumftanced, it was 
plain that nothing could be advifed, but the 
Amputation of the Part; which fhe confented 
to after fome Weeks deliberation, and I 
performed the Operation in» the following 
manner. | 

Tue Patient being feated upon a long 
Stool of a convenient height, and an Af 
fiftant behind her, who fecured her by clafp- 
ing her round the Wafte, I feated myfelf in 
a Chair oppofite to her, and fupporting ‘the 
Breaft with my left Hand, I began with 

making 
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making a femicircular Incifion upon its {uperior 
Part with a round edged Knife, which was 
continued quite to the pectoral Mutcle. After 
this, I difcovered an adhefion of a Part of the 
Batis of the Breaft to the pectoral Mufcle, 
from whence I feparated it; then I proceeded 
to divide the Integuments quite round on its 
inferior part, and finifhed the Amputation by 
diffeGting the inferior Part of the Breaft from 
the lower Part of the pectoral Mufcle, upon 

which it lay loofe, and quite free from ad- 
~hefion. | g sf 

In the Gheinseichs feveral itverios of a con- 
| fiderabsle fize were divided, which. were com- 
prefled by the Fingers of an Affiftant, tilh the 
whole of the Breaft was removed. 

ArTerR cutting off the Breaft, I made a 
longitudinal Incifion through the Integuments 
quite to the Extent of the Schirrous Tumour, 
which afforded: me batagient Room. to diffect 
it out. 


In removing the Tumour, I necesfatily de 


- yided ai confidenable, Astery, which) nourifhed 
it. 


THE Waa was darge, and bled freely 


. from, five or fix, Arteries. 


o) » 
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I mabe ufe of no other method to ftop the 
Bleeding than the Application of pieces of 
Agaric to the Mouths of the Vefiels, which 
were properly fecured on by a Flannel Roller, 
after being firft covered with common dry 
Lint, and a Pledgit of Tow fpread with Di- 
geftive. The Symptomatic Fever was very 
flight ; fhe has been quite free from thofe 
painful Spafms which conftantly arife from 
the ufe of the Needle and Ligature. There . 
has not been the leaft lofs of Blood fince the 
Operation. Her Wound was drefled on the 
fourth Day, when the whole of the Agaric 
came away. Since then it has been treated in 
the common Method. She is very well, and 
her Wound was at the Point of being healed 
in nine Weeks after the Operation. 
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CA 1G Mg Popa: 
Of an Amputation of a Leg. 


Me Tre W. aged 12 Years, was 
admitted into the Hefpital with a Com- 
plaint in one of his Ancles and Feet, with 
which he had been afflicted fer fome time. 
The Difeafe was an Abfcefs in the Joint. of his 
Ancle; and he had another Abfcefs on the 
upper part of the fame Foot, which had dif- 
charged, and continued to difcharge fo much 
as to wafte his whole Limb, to bring on an 
hectic Fever, and to render him incapable of 
putting his Foot to the Ground without bring- 
ing on exceflive Pain. 

He had very little Appetite, the Ligaments 
of the Ancle and Foot, as well as the Bones 
of this part were much enlarged, and become 
carious. af | 

In confideration of thefe Circumftances,. and 
not being able to cure, or give him Relief by 


any other Methods, I advifed the Amputation gj 


Q25 


y of * 


3 ae 


CRsES tf SURCE RG 


of the Leg, which was complied with, and 
I performed the Operation on the 13th of May 
i7¢4, in the manner as before defcribed, and 
in the ufual Place below the-Knee. 

Tue Agaric and Dreflings were applied as 
in the preceding Cafes, which anfwered per- 
feftly well in all Refpeéts. 


THe ‘Tourniquet was quite removed in ten 


‘Minutes after the Patient was put to Bed. 


He has had very little Fever, Reftlefinefs, or 
Pain fince the Operation. : 

His Wound was drefled on the sth Day 
after the Operation, and the whole of the 
Agaric was then removed, 

Tue Patient is very well in Health, and his 
Wound was very near being well in eight 
Weeks after the Operation. 
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TEEECELORCUSAEL ALCL EOEED 
occ eee 
CASE Lik. 


Of an Amputation of a Leg. 


M4 Y.1754, R. B. aged 54; was admitted. 

into the Hofpital with a Mortification in 
his Foot, which, notwithftanding all the 
means ufed in Phyfic and Surgery for his Re- 
lief, continued to advance till it extended to 
about two Inches above the Joint of the An- 
cle, where at length it ftopped, after having 
deftroyed the feveral Tendons, Ligaments, 
and Periofteum, which belong to the neigh- 
bouring Parts. 

Tue Patient was of a very bad habit of 
Body, his Countenance was fallow, his Pulfe 
quick and languid. He was in a very weak 
ftate, and his whole Mats of Blood greatly 
impoverifhed, He at the fame time had a 
Mortification in the other Foot, which de- 
, prived him of all his Toes. 7 

Wen the Mortification was. feparated, 
and his habit of Body improved by proper 

: Y 2 Medicines 
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Medicines and Time, the Amputation of the 
Limb was advifed, which he confented to ; 
and I performed the Operation in the ufual 
place below the Knee, on the 21ft of May 
1764, andin the fame manner as has been 
already defcribed in the Cafe of F. ZL. p. 314. 

I MADE we of no other Methods to ftop 
the Bleeding than the Agaric, which was ap- 
plied to the Mouths of the Veflels, as in the 
preceding Cafes. 


IMMEDIATELY after the Operation and 


-Dreflings were finifhed, the Patient was re- 


moved to Bed, and the Tourniquet taken off. 
He has not had the leaft lofs of Blood fince 
the Operation. 


Tue Fain and Fever have been very incon-’ 


- fiderable. 


Ir is now eight Weeks fince the Operation 
was performed; the Patient is alive, and his 
Wounds as near being well, as the Time, 


his Age, and bad habit: of sm can be fup- 
poted to admit of. 


K UBS Bok RK. 


Tue Cafe of F. LZ. has fomething fingular 
in it, and particularly proves the extraordinary 
efficacy and ufefulnefs of the Agaric. 
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I wave already taken notice how frequently 
it is impracticable to make a proper ufe of 
the Needle and Ligature in Wounds of long 
ftanding; and.J farther know from Experience 
that it is no uncommon thing to meet with 
the fame Difappointments even in regent 
Wounds that are made upon difeafed Parts. 
So that I think it may be reafonably queftioned, 
whether I fhould not have met with the like 
Difficulty in this Subje@t, had I attempted to 
fecure the Veflels by Ligatures, 


PBQPASISLSLSOBAC ESAS 
CA SE LX. 
Of an- Amputation of the oe 


HIS Operation was ae fince the 
Communication of the four pyEceGine 
Cafes to the Royal Society. 


Fuly the 6th 1754, H.R. a young Man of 


24 Years of Age, was admitted into the Hof- 
pital on the 25th of Apri of this Year, on 
account of a Difeafe in his left Foot. 


~¢ 
Tue Part was much enlarged and inflamed. 


He had a Fever, and there was a confiderable 
cae Col- 
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ColleGtion of Matter which pointed on the 
upper and outer part of the Foot, betwixt the 
Extremities of the Tzbia and Fibula. 

Tue Tumour was opened by Cauftic, and 
difcharged about a Quart of very fetid Matter. 

"FHERE was a fecond Abfcefs formed on the 
Infide of the Leg, under the Teido Achillis, 
which was opened by Incifion. 

From the Account given me by the Patient, 
the. Diforder had been about fixteen Months 
ftanding, and took its rife from a ftrained An- 
cle, which was immediately fucceeded with 
a confiderable degree of Paint and Swelling. 
But by Reft, and the Application of warm 
Vinegar to the Part, thefe Symptoms were foon 
removed, and he continued eafy and perfectly 
well for a few Weeks, when he‘had the Mif- 
fortune to ftrain the fame Ancle again, 

From the Moment of the fecond Acci- 
dent, the Patient became lame, his Ancle and 
Foot fwelled, and his Diforder increafed for 
two Months. 

In this fituation he put himfelf under the 
Care of an eminent Surgeon. The Tumour 
terminated in an Abfcefs, and was opened by 
Tncilion. 


THIS 
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Tuts Collection of Matter was fucceeded 
by feveral others, which were opened in the 
fame manner. | 

Tue Wounds were cured in about eighteen 
Weeks, and the Patient was reftored to the 
perfect Ufe and Motion of his Foot. 

He continued quite well for fix Months, 
when on a fudden, the Foot became painful, 
and {welled again without any previous Acci- 
dent, and foon afterwards one of the former 
Wounds broke out, from whence there arofe 
a confiderable Fungus. 

Iw confequence of the Difeafe, tHe Leg was 
become wafted, the Patient was iebwalte of 
putting his Foot to the Ground, he refted very 
little, his Appetite was bad, his Pulfe quick 
and low, the whole Ancle and Foot were 
gieatly enlarged. 

From thefe Circumftances, and all Attempts 
to relieve him having failed, it was judged 
advifeable to Amputate the Limb; which I 


did this Morning in the ufual Place below | 


the Knee, and in the fame manner as has 
been already defcribed. 

Wuen the Leg was cut off, bits of Agaric 
“were placed upon the Mouths of the fevegal 
Arteries, as in the preceding Cafes, and the 
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fame kinds of Dreffings and Bandage applied 
over them; the Patient was immediately re- 
moved to Bed, and in a few Minutes after, the 
Tourniquet was let quite loofe. 

Upon flackening the Tourniquet, the Pa- 
tient complained of a Convulfionin his Stump, 
which was fucceeded by a Difcharge of Blood 
through the Dreflings from the Arteria Tibials 
Antica. 

SEEING this, I tightened the Tourniquet, 
upon which the Bleeding ceafed. I kept the 
Tourniquet moderately tight for a Quarter of 
an Hour, and then loofened it again. The 
Patient, upon its being loofened, complained of 
a return of the Spafm in his Stump, and there 
prefently enfued a fecond Difcharge of Blood 
from the fame Veficl. On this Account, I 
tightened the ‘ourniquet again, and com- 
prefled the Femoral Artery ; upon which the 


Bleeding immediately ceafed. I kept the Li- 


eature moderately tight for about a Quarter of 
an Hour, and then loofened it till it had no 
degree of Preffure upon the Artery. From 
this time, the Bleeding ftopped, and did not 
return again, | 


Upon the whole, Ijudge that the Quant ty 


7 


of Bicod which was eee ip confequence of the 
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Operation did not. amount to eight Ounces ; 
and of this Iam very certain; becaufe I had 
placed'a Bafon under the Stump for the Re- 
ception of the Blood, which amounted to 
about three Ounces; and allowing there was 
the fame Quantity, or a little more, abforbed 
by the Drefflings and Rollers, the whole could 
not amount to more than I have fuppofed; 
which Evacuation, after an Operation of this 
kind, is more likely to be ferviceable than in- 
jurious to the Patient, when he has not been 
much reduced by the Difeafe. 

Tue Patient refted very well the Night after 
the Operation, he had {cearcely any fymptoma- 
tic Fever, and the next Morning was per- 
fectly eafy. 

FRoM this time he continued to £0 on very 
well without the leaft interruption, or return 
of the Bleeding. 

Tue Wound was drefied on the 4th Day, 


when the whole of the Agaric was removed, and 


-onlythe common Die péthive applied to the Stump; 
J examined whether I could difcover the Ex- 
tremities of the Veflcls, or any Pulfation in 

the Wound, but could not. 
Tue Wound was drefled again on the 6th 
Day ; the Patient remains very well, he has 
had 
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had hardly any Fever or Uneafinefs, his: 
Wound is in a perfect good State. y bic 

On the 7th and 8th Days the Patient was 
very well, his Wound continued from this time 
to go well on till his Cure, which was com- 
pleated in eleven Weeks. 


REMARK. 


Upon examining into the Condition of the 
Foot, after it was Amputated, a great part of 
the Capfular Ligament of the Ancle-Joint ap- 
peared to be deftroyed. The fuperior part of 
the Aflragalus, and inferior part of the Tzbia 
were deprived of their Cartslages. "The Inte- 
guments and neighbouring Tendons were greatly 
thickened, and adhered infeparably to each 
other. The Membrana Adipofa had the Ap- 
pearance of a Cartilage. ‘The Tarfal, and Me- 
tatarfal Bones were much enlarged. 


N. B. ‘Tur Reafon of my difcontinuing the 
ufe of the Agaric from December 1752, to May 
1754, was owing to my not being able to. 
procure fuch as I believed might be depended 
upon. But fince I have had it in my power 


to procure the genuine Species of Agaric, I 


have always ufed it; and haye never as yet 
met 
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met with one Inftance of its failure ; nor have 
I ever been under a neceffity of applying it a 
fecond time after any Operation whatfoever, 
éxcept in that Inftanee which has been taken 

notice of in the Introduction to thefe Cafes. 
Besiprs the particular Operations of which 
I have alteady given an Account, I could treat 
of feveral others wherein I have applied the 
Agaric with equal Benefit: But I look upon 
it as unneceflary to give a Detail of its Effeets 
upon Vefiels of lefs confequence than thofe I 
have already fpoken of; concluding it mutt 
neceflarily be allowed, that whatever Styptic 
is powerful enough to fupprefs an Hemorrhage 
from ‘the larger Vefiels, muft, ceteris paribus, 
be fufficiently powerful to fupprefs an Hemor- 
rhage from the fmaller, provided it can be 
applied and retained upon the Mouths of the 
divided Veffels with equal Advantage; and it 
is probable that the Application of the Agaric 
will prove not only of great ufe after moft 
Operations where the Needle and Ligature 
may be advantageoufly ufed, but particularly 
fo in flopping the Bleeding from thofe Veffels 
which are divided in the lateral Operation 
for the Stone, as well as the Bleeding from 
any other wounded Veflels, which, from their 
| deep 
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deep Situation cannot be fecured. with the 
Needle and Ligatures. 


LOXONGXONCNONONG NOE) ONDNONONONONONONONO) 
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Of an Aimputation above the Knee, where the 
Agaric was applied unfuccefsfully. 


gj. ROM the uninterrupted Succefs which I 
BR had met with in the feveral preceding 
Operations, i was encouraged to try the Effects 
of the Agaric in a Veffel of a much larger Size 
than any I had hitherto attempted: Having 
occafion therefore, about three Weeks ago, to 
cut off the Leg of a young Man aged 20, on 
account of a carious Yzéza, and Luxation of 
the Knee, which Difeafe had been about 14 
Months ftanding ; I applied to the Femoral 
Artery, and to its collateral Branches, fome 
of the fame kind of Agaric which I had before 
ufed in the preceding Amputations, and in the 
fame manner as is there defcribed. After 
having rolled up the Stump, and put the Pa- 
tient to Bed, I continued the Tourniquet and 
‘Ligature upon the Thigh for about 8 or 10 
Minutes, as tight as was neceflary to reftrain 


the 
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the Flux of Blood; at the end of which time, I 
gradually loofened the Ligature until it had a 
very fmall degree of Prefiure upon the Femoral 
Artery. After it had been let loofe about two 
Minutes I perceived the Stump to Bleed ; this 
gave occafion to my tightening the Ligature, 
which I kept fo for about ro or 12 Minutes, 
and then gradually flackened -it again; upon 
which the Wound -bled afreth. Seeing this, 
I repeated the Stricture of the Ligature; in 
which ftate I kept it for about half an Hour, 
and then gradually flackened it again. Upon 
flackening the Ligature, I perceived the Stump 
to bleed very freely; on which account I 
tightened the Ligature again, and effectually 
reftrained the Hemorrhage. After thefe feve- 
rai Trials, I confidered the Agaric as incapable 
of having the defired Effect upon fo large a 
Veflel ; and being determined not to rifque the 
Life of the Patient, I immediately took off the 
Roller and Dreflings, and fecured the Femoral 


Artery with the crooked Needle and Ligature ;_ 


after which there was no return of the He- 
morrbage, and the Patient is now in a fair way 
of Recovery. 


Turis is the only Inftance in which I have. 


tried the Effects ef the Agaric in the divided 
sag Femoral 
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Femoral Artery; if upon a fecond Experiment 
of the fame kind, it fhould be found equally 
unfucceisful, I fhall then be induced to con- 
fider this Application as ufeful only in Ampu- 
tations of the Lee below the Knee, and in 
Amputations of the Arm below the Elbow, as 
well as in ail other Operations where Vefiels 
of aimaller Size are divided: As yet I have 
had no Opportunity of trying the Agaric to the 
divided humeral Artery; though I have been 
very well informed by a Surgeon who fpent 
fome time in Paris, that. he faw an Inftance 
of a divided humeral Artery where the Agaric 


was applied with Suecefs, andthe Patient re- 


covered without any future Hemorrhage; which 
piece of Hiftory will be.a fufficient Inducement 
to me to make Trial. of it in the like Cafe 
when an Opportunity fhall offer; and efpecially 
as thefe Expcriments may .be always made 


- without the Patient’s running any rifque, or in- 
eurring any increafed degree of Pain. 
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Of an Amputation of the Leg where the Agarie 
fucceeded: When the Needle and Ligature 
could not take place. 


V.ayoung Man 15 Years of age, Had his 
*-Leg cut off below the Knee in pri] 
1784, on account of a difeafed Ancle-Joint, 
and rotten Bones | of the upper part of = 
Foot. 

IMMEDIATELY after the Amputation of the 


Limb, the Surgeon who performed the Opera- . 


‘tion, proceeded to ftop the bleeding Arteries 
“by tying them with: the crooked iar and 
‘Ligatures, 

Arrer'the feveral Vefiels were properly 


fecured, the Patient’s Wound was carefully 


drefled with Lint, Flower, Ge. and he owas 
‘removed to his Bed. | 
In a few Hours after the Operation, (upon 
‘the coming on of the Symptomatic - Fever) 
the Stump bled fo much from the Collateral 
Veffels, as made it abfolutely neceflary to re- 
move all'the Drefflings, and to have recourfe 
to 
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to the farther ufe of the crooked Needle and 
Ligatures to tye up thofe Vefiels, which at firft 
did not appear to bleed, but which now bled 
very freely: This Method effectually anfwered 
the prefent Intention, and there was no return 
of the Hemorrhage till the fixth Day after 
the performance of the Operation, when the 
Wound bled again profufely. 

Upon this accident the Patient loft fo great 
a Quantity of Blood as greatly exhaufted him 


before any Affiftance could be given him, 


which was again attempted by a repeated ufe 
of the Needle and Ligatures, but in vain; 
for upon endeavouring to pafs the Needle 
through the flefhy Portions on each fide of 
the Vefiels, the parts were found fo loofe, 
and fo rotten, as to be incapable of admitting 
of this Procefs, and of the neceflary Stricture 
with the Ligature without tearing them away: 
This determined the Surgeon who attended 
the Patient to try the effets of a piece of 
Agaric, which he applied to the .Wound, 
and retained upon it for forty-eight Hours; 


at the end of forty-eight Hours, the whole 


of the Agaric was removed. 
From the time the Agaric was applied there 


was no return of the biceding; and every 


thing 
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thing went happily on till the Cure was 
completed. 
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Of an Amputation of the Leg, above Knee, 
where the Agaric was applyed with Succefs. 


D F, a young Lad aged 16 Years, had 
* for along time been afflicted with a 
Difeafe of his right Knee, attended with a 
confiderable Enlargement, and Caries of the 
Bones, (to wit, the lower Extremity or Con- 
dyles of the Os Femoris, and the upper appen- 
dage of the Izdia) the Swelling was accom- 
panied with feveral fiftulous Ulcerations 
of the Integuments, — and Ligaments of that 
Joint. 
Tue Difcharge from the Wounds was very 


confiderable, foetid, and oily. The parts of © 
the Limb above the Knee, as well as thofe — 


below the Knee were much watfted. 

The Patient was almoft continually in great 
Pain, his Appetite was very bad; and he 
could get but little Reft: For thefe feveral 
Reafons I cut t off the Limb a little above the 

Zz dif- 


Rhy 


“a 


“Cases. mm SURE ERY. 


-difeafed Portion of the. Thigh- bone. After the 


Amputation of the Limb, I applyed the Agaric 
to the Femoral Artery, and its’ collateral 


Branches, together with the Lint, Pledgit‘of 


Cerate, foft comprefs of ie and: the Band- 
ages as ufual. iSig-2 : 
Tue Tourniquet, | and tigi: iwere kept 


moderately tight upon the upper part of the 


Thigh for a’ quarter of an Hour“after the 


Operation: At the end of a quarter of ‘an 


Hour, the see ee and us ose were 're- 
moved. 7 | 

Tur Patient had no ecline at all during 
the progrefs of his Cure, sib was perfected 
in about ten Weeks. 

He took no Opiate after the Grenstivds and 
there were no fevere Spafms of the Stump: 
Rut notwithftanding the Succefs that attended 
the ufe of the Agaric in this Operation, I con- 
fidered the rifque of a great and’ fudden lof 

of Blood from the Mouth of folarge an 
Arter y as that of the Thigh to be-very great; 
fuppofing the Agaric had flipped by any means 


from the Parts to which it was'applyed; and 
for this reafon alone, I have never. fince : ap- 


plyed. the Agaric ies the * divided Femoral 


e Arter ye 
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REMARK. 


» In Amputations of the Leg above Knee, I 
have in a variety of Subjects, and with. very 
-confiderable Advantage, applied a few Slips of 
Sticking-plaifter acrofs the Stump, each of 
thefe Slips. of Plaifter muft be about an Inch 
broad, and fufficiently. long to extend from 
one fide of ‘the Wound to the other; in the 
fame manner as Monfieur Le Dran has recom-~- 
mended in his Defcription of the Amputation 
of the Thigh in his excellent Treatife of Ope- 


- rations. 


TuEsE. Slips of Plaifter not ‘abe ferve the 
purpofe of contracting the Wound in an effec- 
tual manner, and that without the leaft degree 
of prefent, or future Pain to the Patient, but 
at the fame time they make a very neceflary 
preflure upon the Integuments, which are by 
this contrivance fo far brought forwards and 
retained upon the Surface of the divided Vef- 
. fels, and. Mufcles of the Limb, as in a great 
- meafure to prevent a fecond. Hemorrhage, 
which upon the. encreafe of the fymptomatic 
.Fever, very often happens from the f{maller 


- Veffels of the Wound: being more than ufually 
Zz diitended 
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_ diftended by the encreafed oa ane Force 


of the Blood. 

Wuen_ thefe feveral Sikes of Plarfter are 
made ufe of, the cuftom. of comprefling the 
Stump! with the Palm of the Hand for many 
Hours after the Opetation: i is ina great meafure 
unneceflary. 

Tup Slips of Plaifter thould not be removed | 
from the Stump till they become quite loofe, 
and arenear falling off, which in general they 
will be found to be at the fecond or third time 
of drefiing the Wound; that is, in about. 
fix or feven Days after the Operation; when 
freth Slips of Plaifter fhould again’ be applyed 
acrofs the Stump, in the fame manner as 
was at firft done. : 

‘Tue application of thefe Plaifters may be 
repeated as often as is thought neceflary. | 

In Amputations of the Arm above the E]- 
bow, [have made ‘ufe of the fame kind of 
tranfverfe Plaifters to” advantage; but in Am- 
putations of the Leg below Knee, and in 
Amputations of the Arm below the Elbow, on. 
account of the TightnefS of the Integuments, 
and Muftles, as well as by reafon of the en- 
creafed. Surface of the Bones in’thefe parts, 
the application of the tranfverfe Plaifters will 

not 
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not be found fo ufeful and advantageous as 
they willbe above the Knee, or Elbow-Joints ; 
where there is one Bone only, and where the 


Integuments and Mufcles are more loofely 


connected together, and to the Bone. 


a BE. THE application of thefe.. tranfverfe 
Stine of Plaifters will not only be found bene- 


“ficial in Amputations of the Leg above the 


Knee, and in Amputations of the Arm above 


the Elbow, . but they will often be found 
ferviceable in Amputations of Breafts, and in 
the extirpation of large encyfted Lumours 
from the Head, Face, Trunk, or Extremi- 
ties. 

Tue length and number of thefe Slips of 
Plaiter matt differ according to the lize of the 
Wound. 

For the Stumps of young Subjects two of 
thefe- Slips of Sticking-plaifter about an Inch 


in breadth will be found fufficient: But in 


Adults, I generally apply three or four Slips 
of the Plaifter for this purpofe. 
Brrore thefe Slips of Plaifter are nah 
a fingle headed Roller, about three Inches 
broad, and fix or feven Yards long, muft be 
carried twice round the Watte of the Patient, 
. (oe ees and 
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and from thence the Roller muft be applied | 
round the Thigh in a Spiral manner till it’ 
arrives within an Inch of the Edges of the 
Wound, where it is to be confined by pinning 
or fowing the Roller, taking care not to apply 
the Bandage fo tight as to give pain, nor fo 
flack as to admit of the receding of the 
Integuments. If the Amputation be of the 
Arm above the Elbow the fame kind of 
Roller muft be conveyed obliquely acrofs the 
upper part of the Trunk, and from thence 
muft be continued to within an Inch. of the. 
Edges of the Wound previous to the applica- 
tion of the Layers of Plaifter. When we 
have proceeded thus far, a Quantity of Lint, 
fufficient to cover the end of the Stump, 
muft be applied upon the Sticking-plaifters’: 
But no Lint or any other application fhould be 
made to the Wound before the Plaifters are 
layed acrofs the Stump, fince that would in 


fome degree prevent the Lips | of the Wound 


from fo nearly approaching one another as 
they otherwife would do: Over the Lint and 
Layers of Plaifter, a Pledgit of foft Tow, {pread 
with fome cooling Ointment, and upon the 
Pledgit, a thick broad and fquare Comprefs of 
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ufually. done in thefe. Operations. 
THE Dreffings in general need not be re- 
moved till four Days after the performance of 


the Operation, unlefs there fhould be a neceffity 


for fo doing on account of a fecond Hemor- 


rhage, or for nee other good Reafon. | 
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“CASE LXIV, 


of an Amputation of the Arm above the Elbow 


~qohere tbe Agaric was applied with Succefs. 


MA. 1755 -. C. aged 33 erm was, 


afflicted. with a Difeafe of the Elbow- 
Joint, attended with a confiderable enlarge- 
ment of the Condyles of the Os Humert, and 
the Proceffus Olecranon of the Una: There 
were feveral, fiftuious Ulcers that appeared 


externally ; from whence fo great 2 Quantity | 


of thin, oily, foetid Matter was continually 
difcharged as very much reduced him. The 
Patient was Heétical, and the part Difeafed was 
in fo great and conftant Pain as to. render 
Life infupportable. The Limb above the El- 
bow-Joint, was confiderably wafted: Upon in- 

Li 4. troducing 


aha. 
the fame kind. of Tow mutt be placed, as is ide 


344 


Castes #7 Suraunye 


troducing a Probe through either of the fiftu- 
lous Ulcerations, a very evident Caries of the 
Bones: was difcoverable, attended with fuch a 
Softnefs of them as eafily admitted of the Probe 
being paffed into their very Subftance. From 
thefe Circumftances it was thought neceflary 
to cut off the Arm, which was done above 
the Elbow, a little above the enlargement of 
the Bones. After the Amputation of ial Limb, 
pieces of Agaric were applied to the Mouths 
of the divided Arteries, together with the Lint, 
€c.as ufual. The Tourniquet Ligature was 
kept moderately tight upon the Arm for ten 
Minutes after the Operation ; at the expiration 
of that time, the Ligature was let quite loofe: 
There was no difcharge of Blood from the 
Wound. 

Tue Patient was decfed. the, auth Day 
after the Operation, when the. whole of the 
Agaric was removed, and no bad Symptom or 
lofs of Blood followed. The »Wound. was 
well in eight, Weeks, and the Patient, foon 
after his Recovery, returned. home in good 


Flealth. 
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Of an Amputation f phe Ari above the El- 
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_ bow, where.. the Hag ars was applied with — 


Succes. 


‘Re aved 5 Years, was afflicted with a 

° Difeafe of the Elbow-Joint, attended 

with Symptoms fo fimilar to thofe attendant 
upon the preceding Cafe of YF. C. page 
“343, as to make it unneceflary to fay any 
“more than that, for the fame Reafons as are 
there affigned, it was thought advifeable to Am- 
‘putate the Limb; which was done in Fuly, 1755 
at a {mall diftance above the Condyles of 
the Os Humeri. After the Amputation was 
finithed, bits of Agaric were applied to the 
Mouths of the Arteries, which were fecured on 
as ufual : There was no Bleeding enfued, and 
the Patient went very well on for four Weeks. 
But being extremely weak and emaciated before 
the Operation, the Patient from this time began 
daily to decline, and at the end of fix Weeks 
the Patient died, but not before the Wound 
was upon the point of being healed. 
Gok Bok 
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CASE LXVI. 


Of an Amputation of the Leg below the Knee, 
attended with fingular Circumftances, where dad : 
Agaric failed of ee | 


_ U.a Boy of fix Years. and an half old,. 

* had for fome time been. difeafed with. 

a Scrophulous Tumour of the Ankle-Joint of 
his left. Leg attended with a Caries of . the in- 
ferior extremities of the Tzdza, the Fibula, and 
the Bones of. the upper part of that. Foot: 
the Difcharge from the Wounds. was very great, 
and its Confiftence oily ; it tinged the Dref- 
fings with a blackifh Colour, and was offenfive 
to the Smell. On the twenty-firlt of February 
1755, the Patient was admitted into the 
Hofpital under my Care; where he continued 
for twelve Months without receiving any Be- 
nefit, but on the contrary grew worfe; his Leg 
gradually wafted away, his Appetite fell off, 
and the’ Patient could reft but little; on this 
account the Amputation of the Leg. below the 
Knee was recommended, and: put in practice : 
The 
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The Agaric was applied to the Veffels as de- 


fcribed-in the preceding Cates ; the Tourni~ 


quet Ligature was kept upon the lower part 
of the Thigh for about ten Minutes after the 
.. Operation ; the Patient fad‘ very flight degree 


- of fymptomatic Fever; and every thing went 


happily on until'the third Day, when the Boy 
unfortunately received a Blow from a large 
piece of Wood that fell upon the Stump; 
this Accident brought ‘on a bleeding of the 
Wound, but by a gentle Compreflion being 
made with a frefh Roller that was applied 
upon thofe Dieffings which were at firft made 
ufé of, the Bleeding ftopped, and fo remained 
until two Days afterwards; when all the Dref- 
fings were removed with the feveral pieces of 
Agaric that I might examine into the appearance 
of the Wound: Soon after the removalvof the 
bits of Agaric, the principal Arteries bled very 
freely, to wit, ‘the Tzbzalis Antica, Poftica, and 
Peronea, though in a {mall and contracted 
ftream: As Thad no frefh Agaric at Hand I 
tied the Veffels “and afterwards ‘covered the 
whole Surface of the Wound with Lint that 
was firft dipt- in’ Wheat-Plour. Ima very few 
Hours after the Wound was drefled, the Boy 
complained of fevere Pain, accompanied with a 
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fymptomatic Fever: Two Days afterwards, 
there was a confiderable Quantity of thin Blood 
of a very pale Colour, which difcharged from 
the Stump in a Stream; upon a removal of 
the Roller and Dreflings, the Blood appeared 
to ooze from the greateft part of the Surface 
of the Wound, as though it had been {queezed 
through a foft Spunge; for this reafon.I drefled 
up the Wound with Lint dipt in hot Spirits 
of Turpentine, kept the Tourniquet Ligature 
applied moderately tight upon the Thigh, and 
put the Boy into a courfe of the Peruvian 
Bark, ‘which was continued for near. three 
Weeks: For the firft fix or feven Days, the 
Patient took half a Drachm of the Powder of 
Bark every three Hours: For the remaining 
part of the time the Patient took the fame 
Quantity once every fix Hours: Soon after the 
Patient began to take the Bark, the Difcharge 


_ from the Wound changed its Confiftence and 


Colour, till at length it acquired the appear- 
ance of a well digefted, white, and thick Mat- 
ter; at the end often W eeks, the Wound was 
healed, and the Patient was difcharged with all 
the appearance of good Health, 
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REMARK. 


In all morbid Bleedings that fucceed an 
Operation, where I have been concerned, I 
have given the Bark with the greateft Succefs 3 
and I have fometimes ufed the Bark previous 
toan Operation as a means to prevent the pro- 
bability of a fucceeding Hemorrhage; which 
fo far as I can judge of a Medicine taken as a 
preventive, has generally anfwered my expec- 
tation in thofe Habits of Body where the State 
of the Blood has been much impoverifhed 
through a general Relaxation and Weaknefs of 
the Body, proceeding from.a flow Fever, great 
and, almoft continual Pain, want of Reft, and 


a profufe Difcharge. : 
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Where the Agaric was unfiecce/sfully applied 
below the Knees after the Limbs were Am- 
putated. | =, 


MM. Hua poor Woman of 44 Years of age 
* had been afflicted with a carious Ulcer 
of the internal and inferior extremity of the 


Tibia for near twenty Years. ‘On’ the tenth 


of Oéfober 1756, the Patient was put under 


~ my Care; the Difcharge from the Wound was 


exceedingly great, its Confiftence oily, its 


Colour fomewhat black; its Smell fcetid ; the 


Pain fhe ‘indured was intolerable: From thefe 
feveral Caufes her Conftitution became much 
impaired. In hopes of faving the Patient’s life, 


which was judged to be in extreme danger, 


it was thought advifeable for her to fubmit to 


the lofs of her Limb. The Operation was 


performed below the Knee on the eighteenth 


of the fame Month: Immediately after the 


Amputation of the Leg, the Agaric was applied 


to the divided Arteries, with the Lint, Pledgit 


and Rollers as ufual: The Tourniquet Ligature 
" was 
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was kept moderately tight upon the Femoral 


gt 


Artery for a quarter of an Hour: When the — 


Ligature was let fo loofe as to have little ot 
no degree of Preflure upon the Thigh: The 
Wound did not bleed for a quarter of an Hour 
~ after the flackening of the Ligature, but at 
the end of that time an Hemorrhage came 
on: On this account, I tightened the Tourni- 
_quet Ligature, remoyed) the .Dreffings, ,and 
made. ufe.of the crooked:Needle and Ligature 
to the feveral-principal Arteries: Soon after the 
Veflels, were tied, the. Patient complained of 
.exceflive pain, attended with. frequent Spafms 
..of ,theyLimb;. which Symptoms continued 
owith. very little Intermiffion (notwithftanding 
the ufe-of; Opiates and fuch other Medicines 
as. were) thought proper upon. this .Qccafion) 
till, the, fourteenth Day after the Operation, 
when, the Patient began to complain of a Pain 
and Sorenefs. in the Mufcles of the Throat ; 
thefe Complaints were gradually fucceeded . by 
an inabilityin the Action of, thofe. Mutcles 
whofe ufes. are to deprefs the lower Jaw, to 
wit, the, Platy/ma, Myoides and Digaftricus on 
each fide, and with a preeternatural Spafmodic 
Contraétion of thofe Mufcles which ferve to 
» dift_up the Lower Jaw, to wit, the. Tempor alts, 
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Maffeter, Pterygoideus internus, and» Pterygoi- 
deus externus on both fides. From the Mo- 
ment the Patient complained, I fufpected 


that the too often fatal Symptom of a lock’d 


Jaw was approaching: To prevent which, the 


fides and forepart of the Neck were covered 
‘with Blifters, and the Patient was recom- 
ymended to the farther Care of the nee omic 


but unfuccefsfully. 
On the third Day after the Patient was 


‘attacked with this complaint in her Throat, 


her lower Jaw became immoveably fixed, and 


the Night of the fame — sa Patient ex- 


pired. 


Query. Is it not reafonable to fappofe that 
this fatal Symptom of a lock'd Jaw arofe from 
the Pain occafioned by the Strictures that were 
made by the Ligatures, and that the Recovery 
of this Patient might reafonably have- been 
expected had there been no neceflity of having 
recourfe to the fevere, but in- this Inftance 
abfolutely neceflary, Method of {topping the 
Hemorrhage by tying the Veflels? | 

Tuat the Pain immediately attendant upon 
and fubfequent to the feveral StriCtures of the 
Extremities of the Veffels and neighbouring 

Neryes 
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Nerves were the principal, though not the only 
Caufe of -this fatal. Symptom feems probable. 

THAT the Symptom of alock’d Jaw does 
fometimes arife from F raGtures of the Limb, 
Diflocations of the Joints, or from Wounds of 
the Tendinous and Ligamentous parts of the 
Body, where no Ligatures are applied, is well 
-enough known to Men of Experience ; however 
it may be worth obferying that this cruel 
Symptom has not once occurred in the feveral 
Amputations where the Agaric has fucceeded 
under my Infpection ; that fuch Spafms as fol- 
Jow the ufe of, the Needle and Ligature in a 
very fevere degree are very flight where. the 
Bleeding has been ftopt by the application of 
the Agaric, and that the want of Succefs 
arifing from a lofs of Blood has, never once 
happened in the feveral Inftances where I 
shave applied it. 

_ In Amputations of Breafts iplant never as 
yet been under a neceflity of taking any other 
Method for flopping the Blood but by the 
application of the Agaric fince I firft became 
acquainted with its Utes, though I have often 
performed ‘thefe Operations. It mutt therefore, 
under many Circumftances, be efteemed an 

Aa - ufefol 
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ufeful Remedy, notwithftanding in, the Jar ger 


Vefiels it too often proves infufficient. | - 
I muft acknowledge after the repeated Eix- 


‘periments which I have made, with the Agaric 
‘upon.'the Veflels of amputated, Limbs, I ‘am 
‘convinced that this. Method of ftopping the 


flux. of Blood 1s not fo abfolutely'to be de- 


‘pended upon as I had good Reafon. to helieve 


it might be,’ from the many fuccefsful. ‘Trials 


‘Thad made with it at the times I. publithed 
the firft. and fecond Editions- of. this. {mall 
“Work; therefore I. cannot now fo. {trongly 
snallieeaE it’ agit had done: ‘before It evet 
‘failed me. | 


WHENEVER the Agaric “es not wale 


my Expectation it has fhewed its Infufficiency 
within lefs than an Hour after it has been ap- 
‘phied tothe Veffels ; except in the Cafe of R. U, 


page 346, where the Bleeding of the Wound 


‘that énfued the third Day after the Operation 
“FE think may be fairly attributed to the Blow 
~which'the Stump received, —In_our , Hofpitals 
itvis. always a Cnftom.to leave an able Perfon 
‘ypon the fpot for.a Night or two or longer 
‘after any. capital Operation, let. the Methad 
‘taken for-ftaunching the Blood be by Ligature 


of 
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ér-otherwife; becatfe it is very well known, 
that the fyniptomatic Fever, fubfequent upon 
all painful Operations, does encreafe the Ve- 
locity of ithe Circulation; for this Reafon; as 
well as on account of the fudden check’ the 
Blood) meets with from the fhortnefs of the 
principal oArteries after fo great a Portion of 
them is taken away, a3 is known to be in ‘the 
Amputation of a Limb, the {maller collateral 
Veflels become forcibly acted upon, _ their 
Diameters are encreafed, anda fecond and third 
Hemorrhage very often enfue ; fo that the 
Pain being the immediate Caufe of the fymp- 
tomatic Fever, the Velocity of the Blood mutt 
be greater or leffer in proportion to the degree 


of Pain that enfues; and confequently where 


the Agaricthat has been applied upon’ the 
Arteries is powerful enough to fucceed, a 
Bleeding from the fmaller Veffels will be lefs 
likely to happen, than where more painful 
Methods are-taken for this purpofe. 


Besipes the two Cafes of RU. and M. H. Sky ee 


pages 346, 350, which have been particularly 
deferibed, three more Inftances of the failure of 
the Agaric in Adults have occurred to my Ex- 
perience in Amputations of Legs below Knee. 

In all. thefe Cafes except that of R. U. it 13 
a 2 but 
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but juft to obferve that the Agaric which failed) 
was of a very different Texture, and Appearance: 
from that which I fo often fucceeded with. 

‘Tur Agaric that never failed me, except 
in the Cafe of R. U. page’ 346, had the ap- 
pearance of foft Leather, with a Pile upon its 
Surface fomething like Velvet. ‘This Agaric was 
thin, pliant, and.capable of being adapted to, and 
retained upon the Mouths of the Veffels with 
very little trouble: The other Agaric was thick 
rough and hard; for thefe Reafons it was very 
difficultly adapted to the Vefiels, and very apt 
to ilip from their Mouths when it was placed 
upon them. To thefe Caufes I think its want 
of Succefs may be attributed. Whether the 
Agaric, when it has fucceeded, aéts upon the 
Veflels by Comprefiion, whether it a€ts upon 
them as a Styptic or whether it acts by 
choaking and- {topping up the Mouths of. the 
Veflels, is a Point difficult to be afcertained ; 
probably all thefe Powers may have contributed 
to the Effects it has fo often produced. 
* -To'the feveral Cafes I have given, in which 
[- have ‘ufed the Agaric with Succefs, I could 
add many more, but as I am unwilling to 
appear ‘partial in amy Accounts, 1 fhall finith 


ae declaring it 1s ‘not cat Intention to mil- 


4. See lead, 
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lead, or perfuade’ PraGitioners to follow any 
Method" they difapprove of; it is fufficient for 
me to ‘give an ingenuous ‘Account of the Ex- 
periments I have made, which I will ‘take 
upon me to fay I have faithfully done in every 
paflage of this fmall Work; for the Veracity 
of which there are a great many who can 
teftify that were prefent at thefe Operations; 
and very diligently attended to the Event of 
them. | 


GOGHEDSSSASHHBSSOSOS 
C AS E LUXVIUHI, 


Of an sdeicuie of the Leg below Knee, 
__ where the Agaric was unfucce/sfully applied. 


KE LZ. a young Man 24 Years of age, on 
*' the eighteenth of Oéfober, 1759, had his 
Leg amputated below Knee on account of a 


lathe Ulcer, attended with a Caries of a con- 


fiderable Portion of the whole fubftance of the 
Tibia, and Fibula. The Sore, which took its 
rife from an Ague and Fever, had been of 
about five Years ftanding ; there was fo confi- 
detable a Lofs of Subftance cf the Integuments, 
Mutcles, and Periofeum of the difeafed Bones, 
3 Aay and 
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and the Difcharge from the Wound was {6 
great, attended with exceltive Pain, a lof of 
Appetite, anda wafting away of the whole 
Body, as rendered it yavifeaBle for tie Patient 
to fubmit to this Operation. 7 ) 
Arter the Limb was cut off, bits of ABH 
ric were applied to the Mouths of the three 
principal Arteries of the Stump; to wit, the 
Arteria Tibialis dntica, Trbzalis Poflica, and 
Peronaa. | ey iy: 
Over the Agaric doffils of Lint were ap- 
plied, the reft of the Wound was. covered 
with dry Lint only; upon which were ap- 
plied a Pledgit and Comprefs of oft Tow as 
ufval. | | 
THE Tourniquet | Ligature was kept mode- 
rately tight upon the Thigh for a quarter of 
an Hour; at the end of that time it Bling 
quite loofe. Sens 79) ERE. 
In a few Minutes. after hs loofening of the 
Ligature, t the Wound bled. _ Seeing this, the 
Ligature. was tightened for Aeveral Minutes, 
and then it was let loofe again ; pon. which 
the Bleeding returned. i | 
For this Reafon the Dreflings. were re- 
moved from the Wound, that» it omight be 


-known from whence the Blood flowed, which 


yu 
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it, appeared to, do from the Arteria Tibial 
antica; from the Mouth of that_ Veffel the 


Agaric had flipped, but the other two princi- 
pal. Arteries | of the Stump, . to wit, the Arteria | 


Tibialis pofica and _Persnea, difcharged no 
Blood.at all, till the bits of Agaric were. taken 
away, when. the Needle and Ligature were 
made ufe of: The bits of Agaric. that. were 
removed from the Tiézalis poftica and Peronea 
ftuck very clofe to the Parts, and required 
fome force to . remove them. Ever fince the 
Operation, 5 which is now thirty Days, the 
young Man has been tormented with very 
frequent, and feyere Spafms of the Stump ; 
and the Patient has continually complained of 
that common, but unaccountable Senfation of 
twitchings, and pains in the Limb (particularly 
in the old Wound and’ in his Toes) which 
has been fo long removed from his Body. 


| N. B. This is one of the Cafes atfdady 


taken notice of amongft thofe where the Agaric 


has been faid to be unfuccefsful. Sec sr Cafe 
of M. H. page 350. ve 

N.B. This’ Patient went. on. witha good 
profpect of doing well. till the fifth, Week 


ates the Operation, when he was ‘feized 
Pe Tay with 


" CROPS A128 Sy ReGshebev. 
with a Pain in his Breaft and Fever, which 


feem to thteaten the ereateft Danger.e: 92 
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Of an Amputation of a Breaft where the Agari¢ 


was fuccefsfully sbeied- 


Ae, W. 64, Years of age, a Woman i. a thin 
* habit of Body, was according | to_her 
own Account attacked with a Tumour 1 in her 


left Breaft about eight Years ago. 


Upon the firft appearance of the Diifea tes 
and for fome what more than feven Years after, 
the Patient difcovered - the Swelling, the had 
but little uneafinefs in the Part: Now and 
then fhe remembers to have felt fome flight 
pricking Pains in that Breaft. 

Tue Patient has been fubject to Hyfterical 
Complaints for thirty-fix Years, which. arofe 
from a Weakne(s that happened in eonfequence 
of a Lying-in. 

Wrrurw the lat elie Months preceding 
the pr ning the Tumour encreafed very 


faft, 


Casns' w SUR GER YY 
faft, and:at: — bad d arrived to 2 confiderable 
Size and Extent. 5 PEL 

Tue whole of the Breaft had riaahiats 4 


{chitrous and livid. Appearance: Thete was 


no Swelling, Hardnefs, ‘or Difcolouration in 
the Axi//a nor in-any other part of her Body; 
(Circumftances abfolately neceffary to-be mi- 
nutely attended to before the Operation” ‘is 
determined upon). fo that, as far ‘as could 
be known from any Enqtiry T was able to 
nee the Difeafe was: local. | | 

~ For this Reafon I recommended ‘the ‘Am- 
putation’ of the Breaft, to which the Patient 
readily aflented, and I performed the Operation 


on the twenty-third of Oéfsber 1759: After 


the Breaft was cut off, the Blood appeared 
to flow from fout confiderable Arteries, the 
largeft of which was that Branch which was 
neareft to the Axi//a. I applied bits of Agaric 
upon. the Mouths of the four Arteries, and 
over the bits of Agaric I applied doffils of Lint 
as ufual. I then covered the whole of thefe 
Applications with a Pledgit of foft Tow fpread 
with Ceratum album, and-upon the Pledgit I 


applied a Comprefs of Tow; all of which 


1 bound gently on with a Flannel-Roller about 
four Inches broad and fix Yards long, having 


firft 


ee 
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firft placed a Bolfter of foft Tow under each 
Armpit, which fhould always be done to keep 
the Roller properly adapted.to thefe Parts, and 
to prevent it from being fo, liable to flip as 
it otherwife would be... The Flannel- Roller I 
think is preferable to a Linen one upon thefe 
Occafions, as Flannel is more warm than Linen, 
more pliant, and more agreeable to the Motions 
of the Trunk in the acts. of Refpiration (It 1s 
for thefe Reafons that: I always make ufe of 
a Flannel-Roller i in Fractures of the Ribs. 

For fome Minutes after the Patient was 
drefled, and in Bed,a {mall Difcharge of. Blood 
oozed. through the Dreffings and Bandage, 
but this Difcharge ftopped without any farther 
trouble. 
ded WS Patient's Wound. was pera on. the 
fourth Day; after the Operation, when all the 
Applications in general were removed : The 
Wound had a very defirable. Appearance, and 
difcharged a proper Quandy of Matter very 
little, Rained with Blood, 

From this. time the Paige proreeded hat 
pily on, and. is. in.a fair. way, of being foon 
well... _It is. now fix. Weeks. fince the. Opera- 
tion was performed, 


ee 
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Yr-may be obferved from this Inftance, 
amoneft others, that indurated Tumours of the 
Breaft, which have the Appearances of Schirri, 
do fometimes remain for many Years in an 
indolent ftate, without undergoing‘much altera- 
tion either in Size, Difcolouration or Pain, this 
I have known {feveral times in young Women. 
From hence we may infer, that when this kind of 
Tumour is thus circumftanced, there is no necef- 
fity for proceeding haftily to the Extirpation of 
the Part: Occafional Bleedings, gentle Purges, 
‘and an ‘ab{temious Diet with warmth, being all 
that is neceflary to be done for the Patient : But 
when the Cafe is very differently circumftanced, 
that is, when the ‘Tumour encreafes faft, the 
Part becomes painful, together with or without 
a Difcolouration, of the Integuments, it is then 
abfolutely advifeable for the Patient to fubmit 
to the Extirpation as foon as may be: Sup- 
poling there fhould be no other Complaint that 
forbids the Operation; fince by injudicioufly 
deferring the Operation too long, it fometimes 
becomes abfolutely improper on account of an 
Adhefion of the Tumour to’ the PeéZoral 
Mutcle and Ribs. ; | 
4a EXPL A- 
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Wagienetion! of Pear I. See page 74. 


This Plate reprefents the Human ae and 
two Couching-Needles 


A. The exact fize of the BigachineeMeaite 
which I would recommend to be ufed 
in this Operation. 

B. "TRE Couching-Needle pated re the 
Coats-of the Eye. into the- -pofterior 
Chamber, with the Blade of that Inftru- 
ment lying upon the Cataraé or difeafed 
Chriftalline Lens. This Needle is en+ 
graved fhort enough to be capable of 
being contained watts the breadth of this 

- Sheet. ee te 

C. The Eye. 

D. The Gornea. 

E. The anterior Chamber of the Eye. 

| Pine 


ExrnanaTion of thePuates. 
FE, The Tunica Tris. 
G. G. The potterior Chamber of the Bog 


Hy H. The Proceffus’ Ciliares, or pofterior 
Lamina of the Iris. | | 
I. ‘The Chriftalline Lens, or Humour. 


Fig. 1, The Sclerotiva. 


Fig. 2: ~The external Lamina of fhe Oboes, | 


Fioi. “The internal Lamina of the Pepe aidefe 
Fig, 4. The Lunica Retina. 


Fig. §...The oblique Infertion of the: Optic 
Nerve. | 


. All that Seite betwixt the internal Sunfnee 
of the Corzea and the Jris is called the anterior 
Chamber of the Eye. | 

A that Space betwixt the eh and the 
Chrifialline Lens is called the pofterior Cham- 
ber of the Eye. Both thefe Spaces are na- 
turally_ ‘filled with the Aqueous Humour of 
the Eye. 

' That part of the Eye behind the Chry/falline 
is filled with the Visreous Humour, which on 
its anterior Part forms a Bed for containing 
the pofterior Part or more Convex Surface ef 


the Chryflalline Lens. 
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Explanation SEP E COROT See P: I ny 


Turs is an exact repre petaee of ea antes 
which I made ufe of for the Extirpation of 
the remarkable Tumour, or enlarged Tonfil, 
fituated upon the Roof of the Mouth and in 
the Throat of Ff. M. defcribed in Cafe XIIT- 
page 107, the Circumftances attending this 
Enlargement are minutely related in the 
courfe of that Chapter. For this Inftrument [ . 
profefs myfelf indebted to Mr. Belcbier, the 
Senior Surgeon to Guy’s Hofpital, whofe Know- 
ledge, Integrity and Humanity in -his. Pro-. 
feffion are fo well known to the World,.as to 
render any thing I can fay of this.,Gentle- 
man upon this Subject quite unneceflary,. 


Explanation ¢ of Puate IV.. See p. 150. 
PLATE the fourth exhibits the expanfion 
and thicknefs of the Coats with the: internal 
Appearance of the difeafed Femoraf’ or Crural 
Artery of F2% deferibed in Cafe XX. page 
Lao, 


ExPLANATION of the PLATES+ 
4 50, after that Veffel was opened sila 
nally, and: cleanfed of its Contents.” “i 
“Tap fame Drawing ‘likewife reprefents the 
“Femoral or rural Artery nearly. of its natural 
‘Size below the dilated Portion of that Velfel, 
with a Bougie seh if? ee Gi; CTH 


| NOT OTUT OEE LOEUD 
Hicslanation of Prat B V. See p: 150. 

: ‘Plate five reprefents that Portion of. the 
coagulated Blood which had acquired the Tex- 
ture and Greiaien of, big macerated Lea, 


ther. 
THe midalé dati black Pan af this Piduie 


reprefents a remarkable Cavity: or Calix, more 


than two’ Inches: deep: In this hollow part 


a confiderable Quantity of coagulated Blood 
was depofited that had not as-yet acquired a 
firm and fibrous Appearance... 
EOS EROS ERCOD ERC ERO ECON 
Explanation of P LAT ot Vi. ‘See P I 1507, 


PLATE fix.exhibits the saiieisisk part of des, : 
Os Femoris of }. Y: defcribed in. the preceding | 
Cale, with, the. Caries of ‘that Bone, and the - 


¥ 


fev eral 


n 
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feveral {mall Exoftefes. or Excrefcences already 
taken notice of, . : 
Turse Defeéts on the back Bo of the Bone 


I very readily difcovered by introducing my 


Fingers into. the Incifion made through the 
upper part of the Tumour, and into its very 
Bady. 


" IN.B. As the Size of this Plate is not fuf. 
ficiently large to admit of that Portion of the 
Bone which was fawed off, being drawn of 


its natural:bulk and length, it may not) be 
amifs to take notice, that the Bone meafured 
eight Inches and three quarters, which explains 


how much of the Limb was cut off in. thi 

Operation. 

A. Reprefents the Peas! paatine of the 

>. Thigh-bone of 7%. 2. after it was cleaned. 

B. B. The Condyles of the Os Femorts. 

Cc. D. E. The Caries, and thofe feveral {mall 
Exoftofes or bony Excrefcences which ap- 
peared upon the Surface of the back part 

* of this Bone in the courte of the Linea 
afpera. 

E> The-natural Cavity formed betwixt the 
sida of the Os Femoris. 


~ 
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ESRC LEROY NO LINO NE 
BROS fed Nate OAD 


‘Explanation of PLATE Vials Seer po Fs Fe 


Pirate feven exhibits the pofterior Part-ot 


the Thich-bone of the fecond Subje@ whom 
T have taken Notice of in Cafe X XU: D, Fao. 
Tue Caries or Rottennefs of the pofterior 
Part of this Bone a little above and betwixt 
its Condyles, was fo deep as to extend to 
and communicate with the raticular Plexus 
of the inferior Extremity of the Thigh-bone. 


Tse part of the Thigh-bone that was re- 
moved in this Operation meatured feven Inches” 


and an half. 
A. Reprefents the amputated Portion of the Os 


Femoris of the above Subje@, after “it 


was fawed off and cleaned. _ 
B. B. The Condyles of that Bone. 
C. D. Thoie parts a little above and betwixt 


“ 


the Condyles which appeared very much - 


decayed, 
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Explanation of Plate VIII. ae ae 


Fig. 1. Exhibits the Calculus taken Notice 
of in page 203, that was cut out of the 
Urethra of 8. B. As the exact length and fize 
of this Stone are reprefented by this Figure; 
I think it unneceflary to give a written account 
of thefe Particulars: However, it may pro- 
bably give fome fatisfaction to the.curious, if 
I obferve, that this Stone weighed fix Drachms 
thirty-five Grains Avertupoife weight; that the 
longeft and {malleft end of the, Stone was 
fituated neareft to the Neck of the Bladder or 
Origin of the Urethra: That on the Surface of 
the Stone there are two long Grooves or. Chan- 
nels, which are reprefented by the Streaks or 
Lines running on. the fuperior parts of this 
Stone; thefe Grooves. were formed by the 
Streams of Urine that were occafionally dif- 
charged from the Bladder; and furthermore 
it may be obferved that the whole fubftance of 


- this Stone, (excepting its-very Surface which 


was fomewhat rough, and from which there 
arofe feveral Eminences) had an uniform, highly 
polifhed Appearance ; refembling in {moothnefs 


a 
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a bit of polifhed\Glafs, there being notthe 
leaft marks of any diftinct Lamine inthe 
Structure and Conformation of this Stoe. 

Tuis Stone was fituated in Perino. 


~ Query. Is it not probable that the geeration 
of this Stone might originally have kgun in 
the Urethra, as the Patient does not rmember 
ever to haye had the leaft Complait in. his 
Loins, or any part of his Bladder;or 1s it 
more reafonable to fuppofe that this tone was 
firft of all formed in the UrinaryBladder, 
from thence conveyed with the Sream of 
Urine, when very fmall, and lodgd in the 
Urethra till it had arrived to this fire. 
EITHER. of thefe Suppofitiois to me 
appears reafonable. However, as Hipothefes 
of this kind are very difficultly afcertained, 
and as a Difcovery of the Faét, sould it be 
determinately made, would proveof very little 
Confequence in Practice, I {hall nolonger dwell 
upon a Subject in which the Interdt of Mankind 
appears to me to be fo little concerned... | 
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